JOHN F WEAVER, PRESIDENT
CANCASTER, BA.

Wi FL HOVETTER. VigE Presipent
HARRBEURG IPAL

e

325333 S. EIGHTEENTH ST.

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVAN IA

J. G. FEINOUR, SecreTany
HARRISBURG. PA;

3 C T J E.RUTHERFORD. TREASURER
ren 19, 19-“:}7 HARRISBURG. PA.

Unlver sity of Uincinnati
Cineinnati 19, Ohio

Lttention Lr. Robert A. Kehoe

te: Claim &
Vs
St. John's Cemetery Co., Inc.

cexr Loctor senoce:

This willi acknowlecge receipt of your letter dated Merch 13,
1947. e have LO"W@TCG“ R LOD" to cur z2ttorney, Penrose

Hert.lsr in crder tu Lo secarc reprints

OI tiie articles in trizl hygiene and
Yoxicolonv.

(/J i

Very truly youw s,

{7 %/M

R. W, Foor —«mss stant wenager
V.a.:. «..Lul e 19 3] 1" T vn, 9]

I ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS
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March 13, 1947

CHMr. B W roor,
Assistent Masnager, Claim Department,
pennsylvania Threshermen and Farmers' Mutual Casualty
Irsurance Compény,
325 . “1gh.eennh Street,
Harrxscurg, Pennsylvania.

De&r‘ﬂr. ﬁoorw“

Your letter of March 1 addressed to Ethyl Corporation concerning
W. Irwin Weldenhammer, has becn eierred TO me. In additicon I
have received coples cf the =sxcnadnge ot correspendence telifzen
‘ yourself"nn Mr. . A. 5o7d o1 Ceneral notors Fesearch Corporation.
In@vita 1y, by vircue or Lhe Ject that I snd my ascocliates have
been quL wing up all casey oy this type i'cr the last Twenty years,
mattur& og this king eveniuaily 7ind Ttheir way to me. It seens
wise, % jLBLOPe. to makxe direct gonvact with you, end alse to give
you coerikin iiwms ol ‘nrormaiicn which you have nct encounterod,
it ag.ears, J4p Lo the present time.

the investlgative work on the hyglenlce provlems arising trcm the
dlstributlon and use of leaded gesoline hes centered in this
Laberetory. ‘Yhe initial investigation of the U.-8. Public Health
Service and ol the Bureau of Mines adduced certain items of infor-
maction from which the potential hazards of the lndustry wvere
pr9d¢sgvd in some measure. Experimental work of later ye&ars together
with fizld &nJesLLgations of the lead exposure and absorptlon of
groups-of men in the various occupations (1illing station and re-
finery ge:sonnel, garage mechanics ané the like), have served to
show iLnat the early predlction was well founded. In other words,

1t Bas veen demonstrated clearly that lead exposure associated

with the ordinary handling of leaded gasoline, and the handling of
automobiles and engines 1s not significantly hazardous. The
evidence forlall oi thls is available in the publishesd and unpublished
work of thls Laboratory, and such information canbe provided for the
use of your legal people if and vhen it is required. The problem
which would SQem to be of pr¢ncipa1 importance in the present case,
is that of the hazards of exposure to exhaust gases. This is the
problem of the garage mechaniec. The resuits of the investigation

of a 1arge number of garage mechanics who have had the longest ex~
posure of this type, will be found in an article in the Journal of
Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology, Volume 18, January 1936. The
.previous article which dlscusses this entire subject in considerdble
detail is to be found in the seme journal, Voclume 16, March 19734.

KE 0016395



“Mr. R. ¥. Foor, - (2; - Mareh 1%, 1947

Unfortunately reprints of these articles are not available at

the present time, or I would be glad to send you coples. Howvever,
I am sure that your attorneys will be able to find files of this
“Journal i any good general library.

There vs g edditional comment which should be made in relation
cage. It bas been demonstrated clearly that the danger of
10 txhaust gas,oVer any short period of time (several
s) is that of carbon monoxide poisoning. If
p ‘3 r ndared 111 as & result. of such exposure, his
exposure vill be guite ;nsignif;cant. (I am assuming,
-a&t the chl 15 lemded gasoline) The only possible
‘h'uﬂa cotld abgerb significant quantities of lead,
e Jer circumstancss in vhich he was exposed regulsrly
ver ‘a long pﬁriod of time to yhaust gases contalning - 1he mex imum
&fiunt of lead, so diluted ag alte 1t possible for him to sur-.
e the risk of carbon moncxidc p‘iso ilng. Ho one ever believed
it any time hhaf an individusl uOUlC be polsoned oy the inhalstion
oﬁ lead irom. this source within & fow hours. The problem was
&lways that of prolonged exposure to small quantities of lead
very dsy. -The work of the Bure&u of Mines on this problem demon=-
trated . blearlé,~unat 1f the ezhauut gas vas diluted with air to
uch an extent as to prevent acuwe carbon monoxide polsoning, then

€

s

8

the concentr ticn of lead came’ t‘*insignllwguau¢n thet 1t wes in-
c sues of eyposed animels to any
s

b}

ap&blé of aCCLmulating in the tfé
1gniiicant degree. Thls vork on &nimals has been amply confirmed
¥ the p“actfca7 experience of thc past tventy years. *neﬁeLore,
i% terms of the available evidence the claim made in this case is
absurd .

I shall be glad to assist you in any other way than by personal
testimony in this case. :

Very truly yours,

Liobert A. Kehoe, M. L.
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