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[ Officials: Curtail Use ¥
i . Of Water Pollutant

N Chicaps Sui Times Service.

1 Chicago — An intersiate com-

| mittee of environmental offi-
cials stopped short of recom-
mending a 1otal ban on poly-
chiorinated biphenyl (PCB) in-
dustrial chemicals, but con-
cluded that their use should be
curtailed.

Recent research has shown

* that PCBs-can t repro-
duction in fish, birds and mam-|
mals, and may have similar ef-
fects on humans.

The Lake Michigan Toxic

, Substances Committee decided
“many - if not all = uses of
PCRs can be eliminated or re-
placed by siternative com

nds,” said Kar| Bremer, a

| U.S. Environmentai Protection

Agency (EPA) official and
member of the commitiee.

i Donald Mount, director of
EPA National Water Qualit
Laboratory in Duluth, has Inj

. formed the ucncf, that th

* committee favors allowing on,
manufacturers of electrical

transformers and capacitors t
PCBs :

Several steps have been tak-:
en as public health pre-
cautions:

~The FDA recently forced a
Pepin, Wis., fish processor 10
bury 20,000 pounds of PCB-
tainted carp fillets after detect-
ing levels as high as: 14 parts
rr million (ppm). The carp

ad been taken from Lake Pe-
pin, a broad reach of the Mis-
slasippi downstream from Min-
neapolis apd St. Paul.

~Minnesota health officials
advised sports fishermen to eat
fish out of the upper Mis-
sissippi only once a week.
~ =Wisconsin health officials
urged & once-a-week limit to
consumption of large salmon
and trout (over 24 inches long)
from Lake Michigan and Green
Bay, and all fish from a 60-mile
stretch of Mississippi from
Prescott, Wis., to lower Lake
‘Pepin and & 12-mile stretch of
the Fox River near Portage,

| Wis. Children and\pregnant ;
women were cautioned to eat !

only one portion a week.
. ~The Wisconsin Department

use X
Fat Accumulation
PCBs are used as

of Agriculture said it would

P
 fluids, as plasticizers for paint
’ and adhesives and as fire-resis
tant electrical fluids. '
These compounds ' pervad
. the global environment, finding
their way into lakes and rivers

seize any ial fish con-
tainingmore than 5 ppm.

l

i

- —=Michigan environmentai

officials urged the Michigan

islature ;and Congress to
PCBs

and sccomulating in the fat of [PVUAN P60 0L O viron-

fish. N

Large lake trout and saimon
taken from Lake Michigan have
contained
of PCB per million ~ 10 times
the level the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration tolerates for hu- !

“man consumpti

{mental officials are studyin,
«thé PCB problem but hnnym't

.decided on a course of action, |

said Anthony ?un, director of
|condervation.
| Cutback

M Chemicai Co., the

Nlmﬂu&(ﬁmied fish have i'sole American manufacturer of

been_caught in the upper Mis-
sissippi, Ohio and Hut Rive
ers as well as the Fox and Mil-
waukee Rivers in Wisconsin,
said Gilman Veith of the water
Jaboratory.

" “Generally, wherever you
have industrial concentrations,
‘you will find PCB con-
{amination of fish,” he said.

: PCBs, has cut back voluntarily

on PCB sales since 1970. The

chemicals, however, still are

;gmduenu widely in Europe and
'

' ﬂpm the drop in Mon-
santo’s production, PCBs in
Lake Michigan and other bod-
lies of water have not decreased

reciably in the past five

Dow Chemical Co. is trying to
davelop a substitute chemical.
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