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Hy de ar Th e n au lt*

I  was happy to  h e ar from  you some 
tim e ago  and I  am ve r y  g r a t e fu l  to  you fo r  s e n d in g a  co py 
o f Dr. Va le n t in *a  t h e s i s .  I  have  gone o ve r th e  th e si s  in  
a more o r l e s s  cu rs o ry  manner and a lth o u gh  th e re  a re  many 
minor p o in ts  w h ich  m igh t be  d is c u s s e d  c r i t i c a l l y *  it  would  
seem th a t  th e  g e n e ra l  c h a ra c te r  o f th e  th e s i s  i s  f ai r  and  
e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  I t  i s  In e v i ta b le  th a t  th e  re vie w  o f 
a l l  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  s u b je c t  would r e s u l t  in  in c lu d in g  
some m a te r ia l  w hich i s  e i t h e r  o f  no consequence* o r w h ich  Is  
m is le a d in g  in  i t s  im p l i c a t i o n s .  I t  i s  a ls o  i n e v i t a ble  th a t  
one who has  n o t been in  c o n ta c t  w i th  t h i s  m a tte r  from  th e 
s t a r t  sh o u ld  have  some co n fu s io n  o f  mind about th e  I n i t i a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The d e ta i le d  h i s to r y  o f  t h i s  m a tte r  has  n e ve r 
been  w r i t te n  and p ro bab ly n e ve r  w i l l  be  p u b lis h e d  fo r  a v a r i e t y  
o f re a s o n s .

You are  q u i te  r i g h t  in  yo u r comment 
on the s ta te m e n t on Page 1.  I t  would be b e t t e r  to  c l a r i f y  
t h i s  e n t i r e  m atte r  by In d ic a t in g  th a t  th e  po is o n in gs  and th e 
f a t a l i t i e s  were a s s o c ia te d  w i th  m an u factu r in g a c t i vi t i e s ,  and 
in  e a r ly  s ta g e  o f th e  deve lopm en t o f m an u factu r in g m ethods.
You are  a l s o  q u i te  r i g h t  in  q u e s t io n in g  D r.  Va le n t in *s  re fe re n o e 
to  th e  work o f  Em ile o  Bo n n e t. Dr* Bonnet has  had no f i r s t  hand  
e xp e r ie n ce  i n  th e  m a tte r  and knows ve ry  l i t t l e  abo ut i t .  As to  
th e  'work o f  Dr, F l in n * th e  l e s s  s a id  abo u t i t ,  th e b e t t e r .
F l in n *s  work on an im als  and h i s  a n a l y t i c a l  work as  w e l l  were 
u n r e l i a b le .  I  know th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  work and I  know how 
b a d ly  i t  was do ne . I  have  n e g le c te d  to  make any re fe re n c e  to 
h i s  work in  my a r t i c l e s  fo r  th e  s im ple  re as o n  th a t  I  have  n o t 
w ished to  g e t  in to  a  c o n tro ve rs y  whioh would have  no p o in t .
Bor d id  I  w ish  to  f l a y  a s c i e n t i f i c  c o l le a g u e  f o r  no good p u rpo s e . 
Bo one e l s e  has been  a b le  to  o b ta in  th e  r e s u l t s  wh ich  F l in n  ob«* 
fcalned, and th a t  Is  enough to  pu t th e  work in  i t s  p ro pe r p la c e . 
S tra n g e ly  enough* F l in n  had so  l i t t l e  c o n fid e n ce  in h i s  own 
r e s u l t s  th a t  he  has  n e ve r  take n  th e  p o s i t i o n  th a t  th e  use  o f 
le ad e d  g a s o l in e  was dangerous  e i t h e r  to  th e  p u b l ic  o r to  th e  
h an d le rs  o f  g a s o l i n e .  He co n te n te d  h im s e l f  w i th  w r it i n g  th e  
a r t i c l e  p re s e n t in g  h i s  e xp e r im e n ta l work and draw ing th e  m os t 
te n ta t i v e  s o r t  o f c o n c lu s io n s .
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Ob vio u s ly Dr# V a le n t i n »3 th e s i s 
c o n tr ib u te s  no new id e a s  and no new in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  
problem , and a lth o u gh  i t  may be  o f  some consequen ce in  r e la t i o n  
to  th e  Fren ch  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  i t  has  no fu r th e r  s ig ni f i c a n c e *
By th i s  I  do n o t mean to  condemn i t ,  b u t in  ge n e ra l th e s e s 
which are  e s s e n t i a l l y  re v ie w s  a re  n o t take n  ve r y  s er i o u s l y .

I  am ta k in g  t h i s  o cca s io n  to  c a l l  your 
a t te n t i o n  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  Dr# W i l la rd  F* Machle w i l l  be 
l e a v in g  h e re  fo r  Europe th e  f i r s t  o f  J u ly* You w i l l  be s e e in g 
him in  P a r is  and i t  i s  h i s  in te n t io n  to  s e e  m ost o f th e  m ix in g 
p la n ts  in  Fra n ce ,  I  am n o t su re  th a t  you w i l l  have  any o th e r 
m atte rs  th a t  w i l l  re q u ire  M s  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t I  f e e l  q u i te  
c e r ta in  th a t  you w i l l  g i v e  him e ve ry  a s s i s ta n c e  in  g e t t i n g  
about and in  s e e in g  how th in gs  are  p ro g re s s in g  in  France#

With k in d e s t  p e rs o n a l re ga rd s ,

Co r d ia l l y  yo u rs ,

RAK:is Ro be rt A#' KÎeKoe, '¿1.13.
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