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Dear Toui

la responss to your specific quastious, copies of By raports oa surveys of
brake lining and octhar plants invelving ashestos wers kept on file at the
Connecticut $tacts Dapartment of Health durdng my sssociaton there, 1928-1937 at
" the Zurich Insurance Coapanies in Chicago whiles thers ia 1937-19%3. I would
fully expect that these would have long since been discardad. [ had naver zeds
it a practics to ratain copies of raports in ay personal files prior to amy Juns
30, 1971 retirement from The University of Michigan. Since that tize ay

cccasional consultation has nor involved surveys of asbestos sxposures. - W
——
T was i{atarested in veviewing the copy of the Healon raport of June L1947 '
for the Industyial Hygiene Poundations of America, prepared during John v
" McMahon's nanaging directorship, a zeport that 1 had not deen aware of even
. though I was rathar close to the Foundation in those years. 1 did find in ay ~

file of reprincs of pspers ou asbestos your papar (with El=attar) on
Cancerogenic Risk aod Duration of Employment, presuaably of your study of tha
Raybeastos Mashattan plant in Panasylvania. ' :

The book ts which I referred over the phons would have been 3y monegreph
on qeeupatisnal exposure liaigs~—woridwide. 1 really doudt that I will evar
put together my experiances ia induscrial hygiens in & book.

Ia ouy tealaphone chns'. you wished me to writa you soncerning ay
understanding of the inclusion of all dust parcicles, asbastos aad others, (n
the tesults of dust counts ia the 1930's end on up to the '60's when fiber
counts of over 5 microns in length replaced the dust count of all particles
less than 10 microns in digaetar,

' My trsisiag {a dust counting was according to the techuique published by

- Leonard Gresnburg aod JuJ. Bloomfield in Public Health Reports, Vol. 47, No. 2
12, March 12, 1932 and slso in the subsequent publication by JuJ. Bloomfield
and JoM. Dallavalle (n Public Health Bullatian, No. 217, April 1935, This
training was conducted personally by Jack Bloomfield at the Yale University
Station of tha ASPHS in New Haven in 1928 vhile I wvas first associated with the
Connecticut Burasu of Occupational Diseasas. This technique cslled for counts
of all dust parvicles gmaller than 10 microns in dismetar on the basis that

& larger particles did not reach the slveoli.
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In my dust countiog of asbastos exposures in the 1930's, I continued to
count and report the numbed of all particles smsller than 10 microns.

The biweakly Public Health Reporte ragularly came across my desk at the
Connecticut State Department of Heslth snd I must bave seen the report of the
asbestos sctudy of 1929 = Jaauary 1931 by tha Metvepolitan Life Insurance '
Company group in PJA. Rapores of Januasry &, 1935, Even though 311l Fehnel
starzed to count dust particles of all sizes after their 1aitisl survey ia viaw
of ths report that asbastos particles of wuch lasrger sigzes had bean found in
luag tissue, it {s probadle that I ¢ontinued to ‘follow the published USPHS
procedure and Bloocufisld's dirdction with inclusion of caly particles smsller
than 10 microns in ay counts. As stated in the Mstropolitam Life repore, tha
difference betweaen counts of only < 10 wicrom parsicles and counts of sli
particles was not significant as they reportad that 37% of the particles vers
saaller thaa 10 microas. . .

As was the practice at that time, the dust counts reportad facluded both
asbestos particles and those of other composition following the procedures of
the two adove cited publications. This was ‘my practice alse. That it was the
practice of the Metropolitan Life group is evidencad by their statement that
with asbestos being only 25X of the material in the textils oparations, the
actual exposure to asbestos is considerably less than indicated by their dust
Soutits. .

In the P.A. Bull. No. 241, 1938 creport of thé Dreesen~Dallavalle asbestos
study, the referenca to dust counting technique used (s that of P.H. Bulletin
217 of 1935 by Blooméield end Dallevalls, This procedurs, as did che 1932
publication fa Public Health Reports, states that “in gaggral, only particles
lesa than 10 microns {n diameter are counted” with no syggescion that the
counts should be limited to any given aineral of special fntsrest.

Bincerely,
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