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November 18, 1541,

Pr. W. 8. Dove,

Apartado Aereo 100, ATIR MAIL
Ccloxmbian Petroleum Company, -
Cucuta, :

Colombia.

Dagr Dr. Dove:d

#y attentlion has been called by Mr, Riaso~3ill of the Asso-
nlated Zihyl Company, to the fact that you have raplaced Dr,
Hurtado, as medlcal director of Colombla Petroleum Compeany.
Fr. Rigeo-Giil further infoims me thaet he has forwardsd cer-
tuin srviclss on the nedical espeacts of the haadling of
tetraethyl lead and leaded gasoline, as translated into
apanish. There ure gulte a numdber of other articles on va-
riong vhasges of the problem of load absorption and the dieg-
nosls of lead polsoning, which have not been translated

frem the English, and which I can send you, if you ars in-
terasisd, Phe articlesz In your poasesslon wlll probsbly
convey to you much more adequatelg than & letter, the nature
of the general medical problen, erhaps, I might supplement
them with a fow comments, I shall also send you a wemoran=
dum which represents an sttempt to express certaln general
m2dical polleles which we have attempted Lo develop Iin con-
n2ctlon with thnls work,

The men sngseged in mixing Ethyl fluid with gasolline are ex«
nognd to certuin rather szerious potentiasl dangers, siuce te~
rasthyl lead in its concentrated form 1s 8 very dangerous
polson which csn be absorbed Into the body with consliderable
rapldity. However, if the work is done properly with the
equipment provided for the purpese, there i1s no reason why
anyons should absorb measurables quantlities of lead. We have
never had a case of lead polsoning among the several thou-
sands of men engaged in this work in tills country, and we are
sure that 1f the equipment 1ls kept in goeod conditlon, and 1if
tne regulations are followed, there wlll be no trouble, The
medical supervision serves the primary purpose, therafors,
of detecting any failure on the part of the men to follow the
regulatlions and to do thelr work properly. Any evidence of
lead absorption can be regarded as the result of some mistake
or carclessness In handling the product. We believe that the
examinatlions should be done carefully and at regular intervals,
and that the men should be reminded of the necessity of great
precision in followlng regulatione. %he mixing plant should
be examlined critically from time to tlme to aee that it is
kept in order, and the masks and all other protectlve equlp-
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ment should be inspected to see that they are handled accor-
ding to regulations,

Coming now to the subject of the gasoline, I wish to muke
point of the fact that there is no danger of lead poisoning

in connection with the normal hundling of the jasoline. In-
deed, there is only one slituation which regquires mention in
this connection. I refer here to the fact that under the
condltions walch prevaill In a storage tank used for holdlng
leaded gasoline,a number of things happen which give rise to
acute danger of lead exposure when the tanks are entersd for
the purpose of cleanlng. wlthout going into detall to ex-
plain what occurs, it mey be suld that the sludge in the
bottom of such tenks may contain signiflcant quantities of
tetraethyl lead and other volatile lead compoundsa, Hegula-
tions nave been issued [or the avoldance of leuad e Xposure In
carrying on this kind of work, and management of refinerles
and storage plants should be kept acquainted wlth the dangers
involved and with the necessity of following these regulations
in the utmost detail. Youwill find specific reference to
those rejulutlons in the booklet of the regulations, which I
am senalng you. (Ve shall send the printed matter under separate
cover by ordinary mail together with a copy of this letter.)

I should uppreciate Lt very much if jou would acqguualnt me
with any difflculties or unusual circumstances wnlch may deve-
lop in connection with this work., If I cuan be of any service
to you in answerling any questlons or in glving you any other
assistance, please do not hesltate to call upon me.

Cordially yours,

Robert A. Xetoe, k. D,
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