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Dear Christina:

Pat McCartney asked me to prepare a review of the exposure of V.A. (Bo)
Bunting to asbestos during his employment at the Union Carbide Speedway 
Cryogenic Equipment Plant.

From 1966 to 1968 V. Bunting was a second shift General Foreman. His
responsibilities included the department which mixed a slurry of asbestos, 
sand and lime which was used to fill acetylene cylinders. From 1968 until 
1984 he was Maintenance Foreman, primarily concerned with the acetylene 
cylinder department.

The process of shredding bales of asbestos and adding the fibers to the slurry
was enclosed in 1974. Prior to that, the process was open. The shredder
needed routine maintenance and occasionally became plugged. Protective 
equipment was required for employees entering the shredder enclosure.

V. Bunting and his crew were responsible for shredder maintenance from 1966 to 
the sale of the business in 1984. It cannot be ruled out that he was exposed 
to asbestos prior to enclosing the shredder about 1974 and by improper 
protective equipment procedures after 1974. Evidence of exposure does not 
exist. There are stories I have been told of maintenance men having asbestos 
fibers on their clothes and just brushing the material off.

The conclusion I have ‘come to is that it is likely that V. Bunting received 
some exposure to asbestos but the level of exposure, if any, and frequency 
cannot be determined.

If I can answer any further questions, please call.

Alan J. Hart, Ph. D.

A2 1 594
AJH/amg
2642G


