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2 potentially deadly toxins found in tower

"
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Building cleanup may take year

. By STEVE GEIMANN

Two highly toxic chemicals were discovered
in the tainted soot and ash of Binghamion's
Hate Office Building yesterday, irggering a

Jeatong cleanup which may cost mitions,.

Sources said last mght,

The new chemicals — dibentsfuran and !
benzodioxin ~ are considered extremely toxle
by experts, and in sigmificant doses can cause
death, a health official said

Sources in Albany and Binghamion told The
Sun-Bulletin last night that the cleanup consid.

* ered a massivetask {wo weeks ago now will be
even more inlense, lengthy ard coslly

The Office of General Sernices, which owns
the building and is in charge of the cleanup,
will hold 2 news conference at noon foday lo
discuss the “immediate and long-term” ac-
lnoris needed {o clean,

State Health Commissioner Dr David Axel-
rod met with the Office of General Services
last night and discussed the new information.

John F Hudacs, the deputy commssioner
monitor irg {he cleanup, dechined to duscuss (he
(ufure work when contacled at his home last

night
%wrces slressed thal based on the tests,

there was no health danger lo people in nearby
W since (he cleanup has been handled
asatwxic chemical spill.

However, several offlclals said the state Is
pow {aced with an even more difficull public
relations task to convince employees the bunld.
ing will be safe after the cleamng is completed.

Tnformed that two new chemicals were pres-
ent, Dr, Armold J, Schecter, Broome County
health commissioner, said extra precautions
mus! be taken lo ensure contaminated materi.
al remains i the office lower and does not es.
cape into the community.

“Thest are extremely toxic chemical com.
pounds and the most potent kind," Schecter
52, “Wehave to be much more careful,”

Schectér sald more vigilance wil be re.

quired as the cleanup work progresses.

Scientific reporis show that dibenzofuran
“and dbensodioxin are frequent by.products
when PCBs react with electricity arcing across
malfunctioning carcus.

Fire and electrical experts believe the fire
that has kept the bulding locked since Feb. §
was Lriggered by an electrical'malfunction in
the mai cireuit board,

The I8:story olfice lower is poltited by soot
and ash with 10 percent polychiorinated biphe-
nyls (PCBs) covering every surface, including
concealed sections behind (alse cetlings,

An official said the work now be‘midone Jo

" remove the top layer o soot and ash will be

wrapped up and other work will cease while
the state reassesses the current work,

Sources said officials beleve the total
cleanup of all sections of the bulding may in-
clude gutting the intertor ard destroying al
furniture, altbough a final decision on the
exact procediire has ot been made.

Cleamup coordinators working to wash the
top layer of soat yesterday experimented with
several solvenls — Including L{ml, Lastoil,
Seawash and a mixture of mineral ol and aleo-
hot — to determine which cleaned best, Those
solvents may still be used lo clean the addi
tional chemicals, officsals sard,

The new chemcals were uncovered in the
mast recent sel of tests compleled by Lhe slale
bealth departmen. The exacl amounts of (he

"chemicals could not becblamed last mght

A separale set of tesls showed the PCB con-
tamination level dropped from an average 162
Micrograms per square meler on work surfac-
& belore washing and cleaning to about 1 mi-
crograms per square meter aflerthe washing,

At in the tower contains 1 48 micregrams of
PCBs per cubic meter — just above (ke Nation-
«al Institute of Occupational Safely and Heaith
recommendation of one microgram per cubic
meler and below the {ederal Oceupational
Heaith and Safely Adminstratson regulation of

’

100 micorgrams per cubic meter Offictals
have said they plan lo mee! the NIOSH gu-
dine before (he bulding is declared safe for
teenlry .

An unprecedented cleanup has been carried
out for the past 22 days as the state works to
return the bulding lo normal, a thal
has cust about $500,000 ~ not including satanes
for state employees reassigned to Binghamion
for the work :

The duscovery of the two additional chemi-
cals could mean 4ll the “hidden spaces™ wil
be cleaned, a Froms that could lake months,
according to officialson the scene.

Schecler said he was also concerned that
some cleaners who entered the burlding were
ot properly shietded and he catied for a thar-
ough revies of he process.

A series of tests conducted by General Elee.
tric Co. Just after (he mishap showed lraces of
fhe two new chemucals, allhough state officials
decided not o act until their own tesls were
compleled,

The new discovery will mean the displaced
workers will find permanent homes In other
bunldings in downtown Binghamton, or af sev.
eral state-owned buikdings at the Psychiatne
Centerof the Developmental Center.
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State bulldmg——? L3[R VA hs i the fire time o snywhere i the wortd |
. e bt banss h"mn‘ L wI Bs.
""’ Continued from 1A - .hlg'f;f 3 ;'mehvm woumcm b[: m of Wt:rehouses

"We're bresthing low levels (of PCBs) right now, 3%} 44 ward. but nothing like this," sud Broome E«tafxr.
frt:r‘jn refrigerators, fiuorescent lights . . . .» (cr e E: . g“?;comwr. Arnold J. Schecter, y
sad. - boe b g g b e 3T aked te) health departm

Schecter said sampies would be taken today fmii:}‘: }‘.‘J what we're fot s0 we can 3:05:;:.
the Broome County ﬁealth Department, 20 Walt Bis a7 7 0, :ﬂ'l heading and know wheo we're finished . It
B o department will be oné of our contadk *:0° id o Salte e eoeis £, s kind o
buldings. We aiso want l&%et some readings fronfw’s < }- ' 1ioeDl GeneraiServices,  vx - wrF L
rew building snd from outside,” Schecter said. 1.5+ { -jaf ¢ - THe state building bas been closed since Thursda

Schecter said health officials also would be thoaté? 1§ ;3 *¥hat 8 fire and explosion in & besement transform.
tomag the atate buiding for some of the combustiblers™+ | + : ‘& blasted hundreds of gallons of PCB coolant |

roducts of PCBs, such a5 dibeniolurams, which tards. | - S ughout the “oom and contaminated other aress :

even more {oxie. srat el gt B esand ash. -

A courier system has been set up to run samplde's ;- f4 } “The design for (the electrica) system) \;lllstm
from Binghamion to Alhany every marning, “’kwi'f 1 ;"é-'q sobm in . but transformers are not an
L T TN TR N A W h;ﬂ_: it w) d‘uj!mmm' will take 2 year or more. Juat or-

The stata health department will continue toﬁiu l}: I Selﬂert mbed t‘tle'oeke.el.ﬂt:ty“rru:al:' g
samples (rom the buiding as 1t is cleaned to assuce 1 | | Bullding now as " system i the
13 decontaminated of the released inthe firk.-- "1 * ¢ 51! He-said the state = on giant extension cords "

For (hia reason, Seillert said it is difficult tg 1gi%e1: be++ elettrical system. 1 38t up a temparary
.how long the cleanup will take. IR 1Y A{'We have a PRt T vl o TS

] have high hopes of being done with the basle “: 51 ffom NYSEG (New Y s atalled
. cleaning operation Tuesday. The progress will 8. ti\.  Corp.), but more i ork State Electne & Cas
monutored by testing constamly, " Seiffert sid. mmt:{ 3 T~ (electrical) Qistribonies s rere warking on the

Oiticials do nol yet know 1f i wil be necessary T s £°B 57 hasto be reconstructed.’ betfrert gy e
CI"'I[']h insides o[ﬂ det;: draweri-. lng:;)les. St-‘ellﬂmer:J s.; 1{:: " *He sad officials hoped' td h::-‘:::,d;]”,tor W,'.,,

“That's one things 1'm hoping the sk -, in -story N

partment wulbeﬂs::e to tell me, d u;fmndofclen; - e 2}:‘..,“;“ X3 buliding today te (aciitate the
ing i8 hecessary,” Seyffert sad. i P officials ey .
Ev(hen :;ldedw{l‘gw d:ne teconumi%laes docum';aheli'- ‘ . He '“d . m !“!Y 80 1n the
Seuffert said, “We don't know yet. That's something - | . Arspecial tesm from the slate hoaith department
P . . rt
we have to experiment \_wllh. ‘Wcre (irst vacuumuing -+ ¢ é:‘.‘ in Binghamton yum.,)‘"‘al a‘:ﬂf?orm:::

and then we'll test
. Health of{icials took blood samp
everyone who has been wn the buldin
transformer exploded The samples wll
: Binghamton Geners) Hospital {or future testing,
+ elals said. :
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The amount of cont.ammttion in the Binghamton  in addition to the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
chemical rlmt explosion t.hlt has left portions of an  products of the PCBa. .
it‘?{aan village unoccupied lor (lve years, state health Dioxin is one of Lhe most potent cbemicals known
~officials o man and is the deadly ingredient in Agent Oran;
R In Im te the ICMESA chemical plant outside of  the defoliant used dunng the Vietnam Vinr Olfic:safs
Mﬂlﬂ exploded releasing a cloud of chemicals nto  sad it is a thousand tisnes more deadly than PCBs
" the air. more than 700 persons were evacuated [rom There is no known antidote Lo dioxin poisoming. .

their bomes in the nearby town of Seveso. of - C
&.heiom:;?m?m contaminated and unoccupied: - [ don't think the community realizes the magni-
“We're uﬂunl the same balivark of Conllmlnauﬂn tude of the pfw‘m here. omy no one wants to
“Sevm but they had e exposed. Here expose people Lo this, What we have to do i1s be ex.
..bm!dmg has been  said Dr. thp R. Tlr tremaly careful so that none of this gets out into the
“lor, a state heslth depnrtmeut ldelmoio et streeu of Binghamton and Broome County,” saud Dr,
-« Tayloe said that between two Sou 0” 178 E gno J. Schecter, Broome County health commus-
wtrlchlorodibemop:rndmm {TCDD) were refeased:
in Seveso, Dioxin is so potent that in the days immediately

yThat'a the zame, rticull.r dioxin we're con-  Afler the accident in Seveso, all the cats, rabbits,
~cerned about In Binghamtor. We dont know the dogs and other ammals in the most contaminated
”exact calculation of how much matetial was released  area died. Witnesses told reporters that birds JuSl fell
* fnto the bulldm yet, but we thmk it's similar. That's from the sky lo the wake of the explosmion.
bomg studied,” Taylor said. 457 - The extent of the paliution in Seveso was sucb that
: . Meanwhile, Binghamton Hlyor Alfred ). Libous the ftalian government sanctioned abortions for
’Iﬂd'y asked the state health department to test the  pregnant women who lived in the most heavily con-
air 1 city hall and surrounding area o see of any pol. taminated zone. More than 180 cases of chloracne, 2
- lution is escaping {rom the state building. serious skin disorder associated with the toxin, also
wt- 71 want assurances that it's not lemn; 1nto the at- were confirmed; many of the cases in chiidren.

*» mosphere and if it ix leaking at what lavels ” Libous . » - “Thers were also questions of nen'e problems,
R L A e Tl . ineumlog;ical dlsorden, _?\.uunm ol TniscAmages,
g,ne demup Bt the state buflding Was halted indefi- & Spontaneous abortions,” aylor smd.

;‘ tely last week ater officlals learned the bulding , . . o See DEADLY. SA
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. LoUThe cleanup at the Binghamton State (ffice

pBuilding will be':uapended today because of the

s ce of two additional toxic chemicals.

“o-tEverything we asked for will happes. The

jo
KO

of ‘cl

)

et cleanup will be suspended immediately and ndefi-
24§ Tpiitaly. A request lor a proposal will be {ssued to find
: -outzide contract testn to do the cleam:f sud
%4 “2De" Arnold J. Schectes, Broome County beath com.
=13 1% missiooer. . -, LS
st 4 + Schecter said Dr. Philip R. Taylor of ibe state
4L ¥ Deaith ariment phoned mm today with confirma-
w ;! '~ tion that two deadly by-products of polychlorinated
KM ft"bl benyls (PCBs) were preseot in the state bulding
et aiﬂgliﬁh amounts, Lo Ty
"4, - Schecter said 23,78 tetrachlorodibenzodioxn
33+ + {TCDD) way detected at I parts per mullion and 4
4. parts per milion by weight and that 2,3.7.8 tetra-
=y p— = ) © ¢+ chlorodibenzofuran (TCDF) was detected at 273
Ju - it - T ~e ;:: parts per mulion ‘and 123 parts per mulion per
- H P wel l. R N . - s
tate suspends cleanup— i v e - o e
e LR . e . ;1 far more toxic than PCBs. They can sumply kill you
. F- 0 C A . : ] ing,'" j -
1%, 97 Continped rom 1A ~*™ ¥ Cleanup supervisor David K semi;: e by'r?:r: :m.ﬁhiﬁnﬂn"rfehmmﬁwim
g S KBTI et e o been waed even | .. findings by General Electric Co. which detveted
added Young . state but ding ntal agency haa | ;| trace amounts of substances compatble with diben.
The county would like the state to though the environmental agency : > zofurans and dibenzodloxins in & sample from the
- put its plan of action into writing, Lee - not recerved the test results. LY bl L
; said. L “It's obvious that we have to use 2% " 1
V.. deser some, tock and other ;% New York state Office of General Services Com._
"'f'l“‘rhe“my lan was thed ver. ln the e:rgouu eOff- | '*% mussoner John C. Egan announced lhe halt in the
vt bally . We'd like to see 1t in writing  clean areas,” suid Sesffert, a state Off- § 1% ‘cleanup and the new ﬂndinga st a noon press confer-
e 2 Do o all o G eaith depariment today fuei:|. ‘ence 1 Albany loday. Egas said the biasdung wousd
t -"yfhe data ta Dr. Schecter.” Lee said, The state health depa r:‘enl Y E35 1 be closed a minimum of six manths. - .
gy Schecter suid yesterday he had  also released summations f"eﬂ&e .21+, Officials said they did ot know what the cleanup
* preceived just bits and pieces of the test  Jevels of PCBs in the b"“:“:' T dod §- 4 5. DOW would Lnvolve, =< LA s3 = *- .
+- Jesults and would hke complete infor-  and wipe 'umpi::j. m :lz,:,“lf,: forf " ¥ Schecter saud the cleanup at the garage area of
auon. - . vdlues belore r not site 8 . the government compiex will continue, but work on
« “Right now, Mike (Mario M. Nirchj .dulerent {loors, but were not site spe-§ . the other floors will be stopped “immediately and
:‘D' the state Deplﬂmem of Environ. afie. o issioner Dr ‘_": - lndeﬂnlteiy"becluseolmnewfindMSs.
- mental Conservation? and [ doa't know State Heaith omén ist nemﬂm -=3}, . Schecter said the situstion at the state buiding
" anything about the PCBs (polychlori.  David Axeirod has said state o ol IR +i" will be evajuated by a team of experts across the
amted biphenyls) in the building, We  are hesitant to release Slt; specomd ' “country, including himsell. - -
Ton't have the data,”” Sehecter said. dala because they are afraid it w . “Certification of the buulding will then be by a sep-
+ For example, Nircht said he does not ~ needlessiy worry people. L0 arate team.” Schecter said, adding “Ths 1s every-
know if the toilet water in the state  Nirchi, an environmental enginser § .1 thing that we had asked for.”
bwlding 15 safe to be discharged to the  whose offlce was on the erghth fioor of |- ; Broome County and environmental officials com- l
Quiside because environmental offi-  the state bulding. said he wiil not E: -.. plained yesterdsy that they were having dufficulty
- ‘clals have not been able to get inside  back into the building until he sees t o elting complete tast results and other information | _
the bulding. Chemical waste dus. spectfic values, . y back in L= - [Tom the state heaith department about contamina-
- .ehalges are regulated by law by the ' Ptmmilrl, I wil) not go back in [:. tionalthestatabuilding, — - 1
"-Lemtateenvironmentalagency. - ¢ -unti [ myself, am satisfred [wantto K1 Officials also expressed concern about adequacy ¥
. if "We've told them not to use any of  see all the numbers. | know what the T of the safely measures and long term goais of the
‘the toilets unt;l we can test, and we've  Numbers mean. {Another state eng. state cleanup. l
- gjeg OGS tosample. but I'm l:m;mg h.x neer) S:lyse'-cfi;‘o;‘g:ﬁ:; dtl’:"‘d:,h:l";u“] “{ thunk they have a plan," sald James E Lee ad-
'usg. hme. geiting mults: ) .u'c. _ bave make themselves,” Nurchu said gumssu:ft;:; assistant to Broome C?unty Ezecatine
SRS R R, AR SIS ) Rl S T ’ —
T - - See STATE. (A b
- e st e et - o i S
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Dioxin-removal-s

By STEVE GEIMANN

! Bmﬂzmlm s tainted Stale Oifice Buikling
could be sirlpped of ali lts furniure as the only
way lo remove two deadly toxins experty be.
beve remsin in Ihe environment forever, & lop
state oflkcini conceded last night

A speciai panel s baing formed after heailh
of fieaie discovered two highly toxic chemicais
muxed in Lhe so0t ash that infiitr ated
the building 23 days ago

John C Egan, comnussioner of the state Ol-

* loe of General Services, said a tal blyecib-

bon panel of etperts now being assembied
could recommend removing ali Furuture
and buylng new desks, files and other equlp-
menl,

Egan 5a¥d such an action remained a “'re
mole possibility,” but it bas not been ruled out

*“Thal may be the conclusion we come (o,"
Egan said last night in a telephone interview
from Albeny

State heaith olfteials discoversd eﬂremeli
high levels of toxic chermcais tinked wit
Agent Orange on all {loora of the building earh-
er Lhls week .
The chemicals — 2,3,7.8 letrachiorodibenzo-

furan and 3,378 teirsciorodibemsodionin =
PR v “_h’ ' \ I lg

»
~ "ac

- T ewr fﬂ!??*(mﬁw--

W

are known L0 eaune eancer or dealh in labora.
lory aumals and sigalficant health lems
in humans ex 10 fugh levels of the loxins
There 18 no minsmum acceptabla dore

Healih department testa abowed belween 3
and 4 parts per million of ihe dioxin com
and 1K 1o T K:’mngu mitizon of the diberizo-
o expere sgreed yesaraay that ol

veral ex| [t esterday tha n

s the most Jethai man r’:ude chemical, and
ver{' small doses injecied In laboratory ani-
maly have caused desth

“tt's & very toxic compound,’ sakd Dr Bey-
erly Moses of the Mt Sisnl resezrch cepter in
New York Clty

Mosea and other researchers sald the two
toxins are known to cematn present in maler]-
als for a Jong time and rarely. il ever, decom-

- theoy
p:ew PCBs rescled with the electrictiy 10-F  Moses and other experts &

Torm the other compounds officials sard

Officialy have r:;md thet the soot was
Lhicker on severat upper floors, sithough addi-
tional Lesis [or the toxina sre uniikely, offlclels
said A smgle test for the new compounds cest
about §10 000

Officials generaity tEt_u' to the chemicals s’
=

§

thn C Egon, c;mmmionef of the stote Offtce of General Servicer, teils o prass
mierance yesterday that the discovery of two more toxic cherfucals tn the state

fica butiding hoy forced suspansion of cleanup opergions ¢, -

L.

t

————

b

4

eo B IR FebT, 191 The San-Rulletin,

ymies:cleanup-

* dibengoluran and dioxin
W1 Motes suid levels for the two tound in the
" oiftee buikding reporied by the stale health de-
parinyeni were mtuld.en{ly her than con-
cenlralions in the deadly Agent Orange defoll-
- an{

Agent Urange was used widely in Vietnam
and now many ‘velerang have blamed the
cnemicsl for Setious heallh and cancer prob-
Terms piaguing them and their children

Resesrch has shown that the two loxing re-

. duce mmunity in sorme ﬁ;wng animals, affect
the nervous sysiem, the flver and reproductive
system — although the tests messured effocls
when the chemical was injected ta the ani-

mals
', One researeher said the highly toxic chemi-
cale ean have the sams sffects when absorbed
gh 1be aklty
that the bwo

toxic compounds do not break down easily, re-
mmaining attached to the soot or other material
' The toxins can be removed as long s v
. it of dirt & removed from évery or
the building
. Dr Philip R Tayiot, s state epidemiologist,
3 ?ld, more tepts were beng yknd using
™ 1_ ! .

., '
+

[ U

yia
p

By STEVE GEIMANN

New York State wifl restore the pay and va-
7 eatlon time for workers thrown out of thelr
joba when the Slate Office Bullding was closed

3 eartier this month
< ~Meyer § Frucher, of the Office of Employee
Helations, sald yesterday he tuppocted efforis
‘af!thtCMl Sﬂ"vh‘e Empl Association [or

pay
Frucher asked the governor s olfice lo
; suspend cectaln rwles (b altow the umons
members in Binghamton Lo regain the vacs
tion time,
When Lhe buriding was first riosed, those em
ployees unabie o work were Lol 1o chacge the
days against thesr vacation time. Union offl-
clals, Kwn y employee complainls,
' $0U ip trom the siate. N

Al the same Uime, union olficials sald they
will moniter the cieanup of the [8-sory office
tower snd will make thelr own determination
of the butiding's salet

“We will satislled when [he scientific
commwu:{ is satisfied,” sad Nels E Carlsoo.
uniem safely director

The commentis came during the lirsl union
meeting convenad Lo dlacuss the closing of the
office bitding and Lo axyess the alfects on the
workers Aboul 85 workers, about » haif-dosen
men, sttended the session

Carison, whe & s,mg:d te monitor the
stale's compiiance with the U/ S Occupational
Health and Safely Acl, was summoned to the

af i
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laboratory mice to see if the Wainied soot is st *
sorbed tbrough the skin .
UUrder cerlain citcumstances he aud the

two loxtng stlached lo lbe soot mighl separate

snd not penetrsle the akin — slthough that the. T

has not besn tosted Un g IaboutorL
discovery of the new chemicals prompt
od atate officishs lo stop cleaning the soot and
ash from the i8-story tower .
Several workers will remain 1n the bulld
joday, removing some bags of contaminat
paper while & crew cleans the basement ga
rage and linishes e on the electric cir
cuits, sard David K Seiflert, the state oificlat
in charge of the cleanup
State officials spent the past twe days iook
Ing around the city lor possible oifice space, al
ready ruting the Broome Deveiopmental and
the glnlhamum Peychistric centers a3 unac
centlhie ' '
either butlding has encugh room for the
displaced workers, officials said
Ticisls ace concenirating new on Cotumbus
School on Hawley Street, about five blocks
from the government plaza, but are alo look
ng at the Marine land Bank butiding
where many of Un displaced are working rew.

"

.-

* e ” \
Office workers seek answers

meeting Lo ally lears of workers, many of ther
o

wom

Severai umon members said after the meet-
Ing they were samuaged by Carlson's as-
surances but ofhers were stiil concerted by
rumors that poscession were takea
from the building

Workers sald they heard that typewriterr
had been taken from Lhe buiiding and resold
several pocket catculstors were removed and
e Tusks of an eie in the oifice of Senate

- Majonty Leader Wareen M Anderson, R Bing

hamton, was missing -

Unton officials atso lold Lhe workers to bile
msurance cinims for their lost or damaged
property

Alter the meeting, seversi employees had
mined feetings about returning 1o the bullding

I think we're pretly well profectsd ' u-d‘
Lueilie D Barnhart of Conkin, an employes in
the Motor Vehicle OfTwce

Other workers, however, snd they sisies
sioppy ¢leanup procedutes which allowed soot
and ash to be tvracked through the basement
garage caused them alarm

One man sald the state tacked credibnity
slter lirsl saying the basement was sale and
then Later reporiing 3ome contamination,

"“They keep on chan the rules on what
the giandards are,” said David Staff of Jobn- -
son City, angther DMV worker P

L
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Dmxm“contammatlon suspectedjweeks-ago|

N B"ST!’T\’!GEI‘“ANN "

UAnle oilicials wspected lethai toxing exisied
nothe sock and 2sh of Brghamion 3 tamted
itate Oflice Bmldmfeom day afler The accl
lent but continved cleanmg to avord panicking
he public

Heaith experts Lold the Office of General Ser
iices on Feb & that the electne matfuniion
might produce dibenaofuren and diowin — (he
no«t desdty man-madechemicals

Brth substances were discoversd in the sont
asl week pro ing the datr lo stop the
iramup of the buildmg cloved for 26 days

The work continued antif offic12ls knew the
11c toxic chemicals and_ ther concewlrs
tons the siabe s heslth commesioner sad

While offxcieis assess the miliion-deliar
tearup, oflicanls rezched 8 with e
Tinghamton City School Distract lof e of e
scant Columbus School as a per home
o snme workers,

Health officialy sl n preparing fiters
wre on the effects of imwhkhwillbegw:;
o Mm
1ate experts lested to pee i chemcais at

tached to seat are sbsorbed Lhrough the skin
"'QTM un| .d:'d cl:lmp has udednd'm:
state seeks wdvice from experts and pre-
ram:plmrwc the butkding — a job
kelv to take » year and cost miilions =
Re!:}lh &mmmhmwmcgﬂid Axetrod wd-
I'.llrt\ exlerda
S e e
niding m he fire can lurn into highly
lom chemicals when in contact with dedncl
&y
‘BulﬁmvnmmlndwuhTu
lhen{uldy plan was bemg ivilowed,” Axelrod
[

“We dd there were other clvenmi.
cals,’ sad Jotm C Egan, cemmissioner of
General Setvices, gwner of the baildmg But
mﬂummlﬁqmwwﬂhm

The saiely plan was 3&!&!’
jamtenal cree;m od oot and wsh illn
Gty Hall snd Ibe round garsge,
prompling local efficials to a balt
Those elforts [ailled when superiors in Albe-
ny repected the recomamendations, interviews
tllhnlllnnhdisdoﬂﬂ

- ﬂ'i

u--.mu.m NY 34

Tive Sen Bulletin, Binghe

mAmMJ&hmrmug £als are tightly bownd be carbon particlea.’ |
issioner v Feb “\4’-,

 recommended Schu:lu- nald s beller 1 being pre.-
saying extensive contamination required more <. pared wh evderad the
carefol study The conseyvation cxpll

e -w[".:'"""*"'“" e
department tried sn Feli 19, bot thelr request mdlhem the ankiing continoudy
fwastopwubtmedbylmommhhm- ma forsklnlﬁlllhﬂm

. Jmn the search for more
crom "nﬂidMQmthndﬂmmhmhRmﬁ
m q!ll wmuinlhmold'rrials to renl Colum
snomymity bus School on Hrwley Street tn
1hdmw¢w¢mhwmnmﬂwﬂa The school boetd Is expected 1o spprave &
olfice tower ended Fridsy when caews re-c Mnd'l::rll Soutces said the rent 1s sbout

meved loose papers threwn inlo
bage bags Se:n'ﬂy wss uﬂ“:%:.““ ¥ h, although final details reman
mmmmm“mmm;u}:ﬂmm-mmmum

taminated basemnent . the sitorney general's office fo & profes
Workers cieaned sboul 38 pefcent of the we¥ M7l bulkhng ot S Riverside Drive |
with stesrn that o filtered |
T e S e | P (1 S
13
plmmmuuwckdumm'mﬂ“ The ot o
{hwough this week Hot v"“'u“' Bank, et

-

3y

-
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World is watching cleanup = | 65

z

»

at befouled office building

By LOIBFECTEAY noiogy will come lonv?rdml believe
“ newer insuiation matertsl will be devel-
The contaminaticn at the Binghamton oped | expect we'li find the snawery

State Oifice Building us recelving world: "
e “:’3&"" Jug?ﬂ ¢ EIGNL i s';}’ be?:::l dof Binghamton protiem,
stoner o sute Office of General Ser. Phdip R Taylor, e stat
- p aytot, » state heaith de-
VI?%;.‘""%‘“"' day In Bu;;lmmlm pariment epidemiclogist, auid the
Te WTiling & new book This olwcddexperull.nw‘lllbeukeJhTw

is the Grat siiuation where we're {aced
with 19 olfice bUlAINg or & DO o tor tne clerman, OrPAr TR should mon-

this yize that's been faced with (contaml “That iy
Y We' another queslion 1o be ad-
) T the ataction of  4repenq Testing is expensive and tme.

Efan and other state olficials came to Taylor n" s he wneed
18 conv the
wmw;ﬂ_ﬂmu'? uunfnmnaubulldmu"aworau:
q a Hate ! cn%t:ct problem, not an air probiem
cause of the presence of two deadly tox- panm;;‘d ﬂ"ﬁ"ﬁ"‘nﬁ’: b:::!c‘:od; .

L Tt T " U T tontamination Lo be left in
Epan sald officisls pian ta clein and  on marooh 4o be loft n the o
decontarningle the bullding »ith “super 1y f;t T:l;:rinmc lhhl:-alle.; th d:-'n

caution. -
""THE will be & Iapdmark We're talk. t:tmml will do a special threa-week

ing sbout the unknown: Wa haven't bean *1f thin staff is all bound the
hmchh""m ltrequi'.rq‘.llt"ll?” nmaynumu\ewvh‘i'z:nm
P Oficials saxd he stals bealtd depart oot ';..?.“M'“"“: 1 s 1
. [ J 3
will then ml.ban‘. the b

small amounts, 2 he
Atloa and mmﬂf“" for the cladRSP.  (or by mang may ol be -
¥ 0 grest,” Taylor

é

bids {rom privaws frea, Health officials admit thet psycholugt.
e;ngI' for e dﬁ“.tsph:d‘ belng  cal factors as well a3 phymen! dangers
ﬁr‘:ﬁhﬁ"" Atk & il have to be evalusted befors the
TR L S e e
s it (pian). n 2 related matier. Ringhamton v ™
eamp opeestons it ot remets A Ton rate b Yesterday calied abost world aeatton: (ornalag 1
the for at least two months, o Lol g the wurroos e v o cleanup of the State Office Bol

. """ Hany poltution bt secaping from the rats  ing ia Bingharuton, Behind him
It will take about thres weeks for the  pyofihs g James E. Wahd, spesiotendent

‘be costamionied bulldinigs,
L
it 18 “outof the questien” to d8 extenaive  CleasuUp some workars violstad the saf
Fob. J, when o predawn eectriea!l diorin and dibensofursn sampling be-  Tules and apparently tramped trace
M\

fire and d 2 basement  cruse of the cost and Lime involved. PCBs into the fourth fleof,
uwwm%% of- Taylor sald mimte treces of dioxin uuﬁ:ndu the cleanup headquariet
PCB tpolyehiorinated ) coolagt y wers tracked out of the stats *The people up hers are concerned
throughout the room. The secident coo- along with the PCB& duning the  cause they are working here day m
taminated the enttre 15-siory bullding initial . He said they dig not pres.  out Other than those wha v been in
with toxic soot. mahﬂmulmmmymm bullding, we'rs te ones i anyonea b
Last wetk Lhe cle: was halled i smail to messure, x| For two weeks, Lhey wert
defini after dm loarped the mnm“mbedummummz the fucilitles up here Wea could see U
building aise was osniseninsted with there i very Lttle, if anythmng, getung  changueg and ew snd it was d
dioxin and Thosa texins  owl,” Taylor sald. tng us crazy . peoplt up hery
cotbuistion by-products of Lhe PCBy Meamwhile, several who concerned and nightly 90, Beam ¢

He said 38 pecple work sn the jor

3k
¥l

nows s man Diexin & the deadly flling sceident reports with the fioot. ,
the defoliant  couse of possible exposure to ihe Mﬂnrhnmm}y‘mum
mmwuu&m&i’ m"!n'l.:uwﬂl inte recerds in gﬂiﬂgye:t’:dl corg'm
‘ ’ ™ coon & y's press .
wmwuwmmﬂm:m'-m should ever be flied, * * "It my judgmect, the precesd
the world becawss of whet happened In + This is a safety factor becsuss, down were adequate Perhaps we could
Bmﬁ;mul. L road, the empiovens dou'l know what doos some !.Mng dulferantiy, but
" " type of coolant Is -widesprssd  lfects of these chemicals Mgt be on my#zdgmun." gan sad
wﬁmmm&mnmm-mm"wanmﬁJ ey, We Lhunk the procedur re t
440,000 of this type of tranaformer, all  formstien oificer of Binghamica's cm{ are very .
with Lhis of coolant guest anew  munity Development Depzriment ¥k the surte Otfice of Gener.
that the problem has come erd, tach" ¢ Officials admit thet duning Lhe initlal,  neer inchargeof the cle

+f L & - — —_T

?
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'State taint is 1 million times more deadly than P™7
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L fl
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Fl e, i ~¥ a . .
- 1. ¥ ByLOISTECTEAU ~ - conlatnieatod Bloghamion Buikimg,’ Frances  Stale officlals have said they will do reason- Edward Masher, of the state Office of Gener D¢ screntilis about R Let 3 nat guess ¢
*':,,’oi?u the chemicals poituting the Bingham- "‘;';1'““ 4 state beaith depariment spokesmas, ::‘;:?mc "‘v’: :‘;2 :" “n;ﬂ:: of the queste” ¥ smn; sad the theit of the tickets 1 ’0; 1‘;‘ sbe pure about k.’ Veri s
L Filn State Office Bus 1s 8 million limes today . : densi and dibenzofuran sam- %, thought Lo have occurred sometime esrty M aylor sald he 13 comvinced Lhe toxing n the
* maore deadly tn hbnrl‘f:;um( T or  The panel will include experts from all over pling becaicse of the cost and lime mvolved 11+ day morning Mesher saud a guard hoticed that * dtale buikling are bonded ta the ool 1n the

. the wackd bn toxicelogy, decontamination pro-  Dr Phllp R Taylor, s sate health depart. A the stee! butld nd

[ polychlormated bi Is, a chemulry profes- ol ‘ot and ‘ment and cable were mussing from the . mg and are nol o the air because of the
W Ure Stale University of New York at  Stdures aud chemistry City, county, state epdemislogist, sad minule traces of i newatand door Monday He sad the lock had riies of the chemical Taylor called the
+ Binchamton sa Y ' federal tives also wilt -dioxin probahly were Iracked sut of the stale 5 been on the dooc Sumh; nght . ng process ‘carten love 7 e sad diorn

governmenl
' )i * J
~ i Viswrence P Verbit said be called Brngham.  0f 34 the meeling as wil umioo represeniatives, building slong with PCBs durng the mtial ., Polxe said someone in the build and [he other chemicals “love' carbon and
:'u:"u." Allred J,“um Smd“y after  Tarlton sad She said the iveeting will be open  <leanup after the Feb 5 fire He said they did 4 lhudmah.vew“m.:ﬁ-tw_m.;&: ; wuﬁﬂnrdmbeboﬂdedio!hen:t" '

i . ' not prevent 8 heaith threat and probabl Y 15 under ' Without lest
rerearching the toxscily of doxin and suggest- 10 he public ywere 3 investigation 1 Mg, aulborities do not know If
gednddmoml testing he,done to assure thetomre ¢ T saxd she does M;’”" i “'"’m‘ ‘"ﬂm‘“ measure. »i The cieanup at the state buridmg was haited  LDe people workmg m downtown Binghamton
i chemucal 3 Dot getling nto the streets of Bing- bealth departrment 1o do sdditiodal test- s we can be quite confident that there 3 last week afler officials learned the siructure ' living downwind frem the buiding are at
b | hamioo ’u'u inmm:n Hall or outside the 18 ‘“'.!:1 Little, M anything, gettmg sut,” Taylor 3 ?h ' contaminated with doxm and dibenzo. ..nylh ’d risk, Yerbd saud
“1 was concerped might be 8 risk for . ¢ lwans These chemicals are combustion by- ‘I reahize we've got to walk a fioe line be
| ' lving near bmld:flg of downwind fs‘ou aﬂm staie bealtk rimest h::vm more than 160 lottery tickets have 7{-, peoducts of PCBx Diaxin is the deadly ,,,',95 , tween not panicking anyone On the other hand
uub::fdmg “ Yerbit sand Monday to tesd the mr in oy hall the str umﬂohl from a concesson sland m ﬂmg jenifm Agent Orange, the defoliand used durmg the toxictiy of dwoxin has impressed me (s
" Meanwhile, a panel of world cxperts will  TOUndINg ares te see if peilution is escapmg m‘ﬁ:’“’w““m}’ . the Vietnam War deed one of the mos) toxic manmade chemt
;mm April 31 New Yock Oy a2 the Sheraton- "‘_’m“"“"“‘“m" _— tireas § said thére 1 no spparcol healt &l Verbit saud the stale's reluctance totest gut- , €315, f nat the most toxic manmade chem
! LaGaardia tan to digcuss what to do abuut the { wanl assurances thal It's net beaking inlo rom (he tickets which were kepl In 4 7, side the state buildIng bothers him cal)" Verbu aad
| ' the atmosphere, * Libous sakd . ::d_ﬂu . <1 “Wecanlest for it now Let's test for 1 and ° See TAINT, 54
e it Y - o - - L)
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