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IN  R E P LY IN G
A D D R E88 T H E  8U R Q E O N  G E N E R A L 

U . 8. P U B L IO  H E A L T H  8E R V IC E

May 1 , 1925.

The D ire c to r ,  
Bureau o f Mines, 
W ashington, D. C.

Dear S i r :

The p o ss ib le  p u b lic  h e a lth  and i n d u s t r i a l  h azard s  in  the  manu­
fa c tu r in g  o f t e t r a  e th y l le ad  compound and in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  and use 
o f t e t r a  e th y l  lead  g a so lin e  has been under c o n s id e ra tio n  by th e  P u b lic  
H e a lth  S erv ice  f o r  a  number of m onths.

I t  has been f e l t ,  however, th a t  up to r e c e n t ly  evidence has been
lao k in g  upon which could be based an in t e l l i g e n t  d is c u s s io n  of the  h e a lth  
h aza rd s  which might r e s u l t  f ra n  use o f t h i s  g a so lin e .

Now th a t  a  la r g e r  volume o f  experim en ta l d a ta  has become a v a i la b le ,
i t  i s  b e lie v e d  th a t  a  conference a t  the  p re sen t time would be p ro d u c tiv e  
o f a b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  whole q u e s tio n .

As th e  su b jec t i s  o f na tion -w ide  i n t e r e s t ,  I would a p p re c ia te  your 
a tten d an ce  a t  a conference to  be he ld  by th e  p u b l ic  H ea lth  S erv ice  on

Surgeon G enera l.


