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HONSANTO CITES
ACTIONS TAKEN on
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUZ

ST. LOUIS, July 16 -- Monganto Cocpany, sole U.S.
producer of an {ndustrial cht:;cnl called polychlorinaced bSizhenyl
(PCB), today saild recent political charges and senzational
headlines about the chezical causing "z zajor ecclogical
crigis" cocpletaly ignore voluntary actions tha ccmpany has
taken to rmstrict use of the caterizl.

"Our progrz= tegan back ia 1568 with the proper
{dentification &d seasuresent of PC3 {n the envirorn=ent and
will conclude this year by cur uilateral uction to restrict its
use," Howard L. Micckler, cozpany vice presidant and general
=raager of its Organic Cheaicels Divisicm, said,

He addad that Monsanto had not baen pugnund {ato
acticn by any legislatica or organized group. ''We have taken
decisive. action based on evidence that PCB i3 2 pecsisteant
chu.icl.l which builds up {n the envircoment."

-more-

PLAINTIFF'S 0S¥ 009731

EXHIBIT

_4Q
-93

WATER_PCB-SD0000017324



-=2 MONSANTO: MINCRIER'S REPLY TQ PCB CHARGES xxx ernvirsnmenc.”

"Ca::gn:ing on 1 Tecent report that PCB cin {nduce
birch defscts i{n ani=alg, Mincklar said, "Mcnsanto i3 not avare
of any sclencific data that indicates polychlorinated biphenyls
=ay cause birch defectsz. The cesults of comprehensive toxicicy
studies, sponsored by Monsantc and using the usual specles of
laboratory ani=zals, have failed to produce such effacts.

"Scars tactics and senszational reporting do not serve
the public interest nor sclve ecclogical proble=s,” he said.
"Only & fev ceporta have stated why PC3s wvere ever developed and
why thay are used today. Nor have the consequences of not using
PC3 been explained.

"What should be ezphasized," Mlackler comtinuad, (s
that PCE was daveloped over 40 years ago prizarily for use as
2 coolant {2 electrical transfor—ers and capacirors. It iz also
used {n coxarcial heating and cooling systezs. IC {3 not &
'household' frtem.

“Aoyone wvha lives {n a large city i{s familiar with ;over
failures. During periods of peak powver needs, air ccnditioning
and refrigeration fail, lights go out and cocxmuters are stranded,
I1f power co=panies vers to remove PCR from equipment, ve
have been told that major blackouts would occur throughout
the vori&._
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-=3 MONSANTO: MINCXLER'S REZPLY TO PCB CHARGZS xxx vorld.

"PCB i3 used in clnéc:icnl equiment as 2 safecy
fluid. It has replaced combustible ofl products which have,
on =any occasicns, explodad and burmed, causing deaths and
{njury to huzan 1ife. Today state and local lavs all over cha
counetry require the use of non-flexable fluids {n cerzain
eleczrical equipment as & safety featurs. AZ the =ccent, there
are no substitutes &vailable which equal the safety performance
of PC3."

Monsanto said {t {ncends to ccunciauve selling PCB for
"closed-systan'" uses such as electrical compenents and
heat-trznsfer syste=g. "UL;; rigid ccntrol over where the

product goes, how it i{g handled 2nd disposed of, we bellave the

safety fimctions of the product can continue to serve soclecy

and the eavirocment can be protected,' Minckler said. ''We are
disconcizuing sales {nto 'open systems' -- acdhasives, seslancs,
chlorinated rubber, specialty paints, ecc.

"Por other uses, such as fire-resistanc hydraullc
fluids, vhere PCB caonot be strictly controlled, ve have
reformulated some flulds and they are ou the zarket.: The new
products caﬁciin othar firs-resistant in;rcdianc:: We will
continue t5 develop altarnmate forrulations which do not contain
persistant PCB. We will not abandon hydraullc fluid users,”
Mi{nckler commanted, "as has been reported.®
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--4 MOMSANTO: MINCXIXR'S REPLY TO PCE CHARGZ xxx reporcad.”

Monganzo has also .l?&blilh.d 4 new system for disposal
or rscycls of spentc PC3. A :p;cial hi;h-étapcracurc incinerator
will bresk dowa PCB {nto harzless materials. The coopany also
regenarates spent fluids for reuse. The incinirt:or will be
offerad to customers vho cannot otherwise destroy or regsnarata
thair old fluids,

"Although loss of PC3 from our =manufacturing planta
hag been negligible, ve heve further tightened up ocur producticm
techniques and izstalled new pollution abatemant devices," the

Monsanto exscutive said.

"I repeat,” Minckler comcluded, "our progrzm vas
{niclated and ccnducted by Monsanto alone. It vill be concluded
thizs year. We believe {Z {5 & position any fcspcnsiblc company

would taks."
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