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metitods are unvalidaicd wnd Dow's evidence is “weakly cire
cumsianlial.’’ ‘

RI*A sayvs Us own conclusloas are not final, and 1t has asked
Dow for fuither clarili¢ation of the company 's methods and
findings.

EPA acknowledges that it |s possible thal some portion,
likely quile small,” of the dioxinsg found in river lish "may
have originally been formed and released (o the cnvirenment
as a conbustion by-produet,’ rather than from the Midland

fant.

P However, EPA argues that levels of dioxins found by Dow
In Midland are hundreds of thousands of Limes greater than
reported at other locations.

Midland: Dioain ‘Hot Spot’

*'The levels of TCDDs identilicd in Midland sofl and dusi
samples indicate {bat this arca represents a definite TCDD
“thot spol,” " according lo the agency,

EP'A concludes thal the evidence provided by Dow con-
{inues le suprest that Dow's Midland plant is the major
source vl the TCLA) contamination in the Michigan rivers,

EPA has treated Uie three Dow reports as *'subsitantial
risk notices'” under Sectiun 8{e) of the Toxic Substances
Control Act. The agency has issued an cvaluation of each
report.

gzpics of the Dow reports and EPA's evalualions are
available vom the agency's Oifice of Public Awareness or
from the industry Assistance Office, Office of Toxic
Substances ('15-799), EPA, Washington, D.C. 20460,

Pesticides

EPA TO CONSOLIOATE SCHEDULES
FOR CLASSIFYING RESTRICTED USES

The Environniental Prolection Agency's Oifice of
Pesticlde rograms plans Lo consolidaie the schedule for
classilying the third group of peeticides for restricied use
and the gramtar forinulations, and to publish both together.

The ngency has been looking at this third group of aclive
ingredicits for some time (Current Report, January 12, p.
1802). However, pressure from (he agency’s Slate FIFRA
Issues Research and Evaluation Group (Decomber 22, 1978,
p. 1618) caused the agency to consolidate the gchedules,
rathier than postpone a decision on the granulars until afier a
decision on the Group 11l chemicals,

According {0 EPA. present plans are Lo publish a proposed
clussi‘ication in June and a final rule classilying the in-
gredients for restricted use by Oclober. EPA says (his
schiedule will allow tnost affecicd products and uses Lo be
restricied by the timeof the 1980 growing season.

EPA says it still plomg lo publish final rules resiricting
Croup 1| ingredients iy July.

Polychlorinated Biphonyla

CANADA TO CONSTRUCT FACILITIES
AS U.S. MOVES TO PROKIBLIT IMPORTS

OTTAWA. Can. — (By'a BNA special correspondent) —
Anticipating the closing of 1he U.8. barder Lo importalion of
waste polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), Canada has faunch-
ed o national plan to construct facilities for the destruction
of nnwanted 1'Chis,

“lecent initiatives by the United Stales (o close s
borders to the importation of PClts, the lack of any svitable
destruclion facilily i Canada, and the increase in intore
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provincial shipments have rarsed the issue Lo one of national
concern,” Canada's Federal nvirenment Minister Leonard
Marchand said in outlining the plan.

\Vl‘lilc waste disposal is a responsibility of the jo
provinces, bull provincial governments and intlustry had
asked the Canadian (lovernment to help work out a sulutian
to the problem, Marchand said.

The plan involves adapting a number of ccment kilas m
various arcas ul the country Lo burn waste 1'Clix

A {uli-scale demonstration in 1979 involving Tederal and
provinclal governments and indusiry showed that tiguid
PCBs could be tetally destroyed by burning in a cement kiln
In addition lo being cnvironmentally sale, coment kiing ofter
a potential for recovering valuable cuergy from Lhe wastles,”

‘Marchand said.

However, Canada’s Environment Department conceded
that the safety of burning waste PCBs lay not becn comi-
pletely aceepted by the public.

*'Despile the positive findings of a number of studics and
demonstrations, efforts by industry lo establish liquid PCH
destruction facilitics have nol yet been fully accepled,” the
departiment said. The public worries about wishandhing or
incomplete burning ol PClis by indusirial firms, il said.

“The Federal Government witl be asking the provinces
and industry {o look at the pessihility of equipping & number
of cement kiins for the handling of liquid PCIs in strategic
areas across the country," it added.

The lederal plan proposes a cooperalive cffort with the
provincial governments to estabiish criteria for plant siling;
to develop standards for the nccessary equipment. in-
struinentation, and operatiug conditions; and to initiale
negotialions leading fo the designation of a rumber of
regional disposal facilities across Canada.

Some Canadian industries previously shipped waste PODs
to desiruction facilities in the United Stales.

“The U.5.A. does have thermal destruction facilitics in ex-
istence capable of destroying liquid PCBs and soimne solids
conlaminated with PCBs. However, under existing
reguiations of the U.S. Toxic Substances Coniral Aci, the
U.S. border is likely to be closed very soon to the imporlation
of wasie PCBs,” Canada’s Environment Department said.

Oflicials estimale that approximately 20,000 niciric long
of PCBs are currently in use in Canada, most of it in nona.
qQueous liquid form. The Environment Departinoil has
restricted the use of PCBs. and Marchand has announced his
intention to completely phase out all uses of 1'CBs.

“Al the present time, substantial quantities of PCls are
being slored across the couniry in & variety of storage
facilities. In fact, an estimated 400 metric tous of PUES per
year will need disposal, bul this quaniily, distributed across
the country, is insuflicient economic justification for a com.
mercial {acility devoted solely to the destivuction of PCls,”
the Environment Departiment said.

“Kilns now cxist which require relatively littic modifica-
tion, hence, destructor Licilities conld be made availablc in
the near futnre al reasovablc costs,™ It added.

**The medilicalions lo existing kilns to cnable them to
destroy PCISs would also permit the facilines to handle
many waste chlorinated and non.chiorinated hydrocarbons
{Inetuding wasic 0ils). [t would cost an estimated $250. 00010
$350,000 fo medifly cach plant. These plant{s could burn the
wustes. resuliing in fuel =avings which could be tranclared
into financial benefits to defray costs of thesc
modifications,” the Enviromnent Dopartiient saxd inan oct-
line of its "1"an of Action.” Jt added that “Thid usc of thoee
encrpv-rich wastes would also reduce the densunad fur
regular fuels.™
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CHEMICAL RCGULATION RLPORTER

The Canadian Governmint, al a meeting of federa) and
pruvincial depuly ministers Janwary 13, proposed thal both
seniol levels of government amd industry proceed with a plan
of action to identily and medily sclected coment kilns across
the cuuntry 1o provide L with the eapabidity of destroyung
P{Bs

A steeting group composed of federal, Ontario, and British
Columbia ministers was named lo esfablish criteria for
sclecting sies for the cement kilns, whicl will report ils find-
duips to e other provinees al an as yel unspecified dafe.

"1t aceepled by tie pruvinees and Industry, this plan witl
climiinate the current disposal probleins associated wilh
these unwirniled substances,” March said.

A federal Fovironment Departinent olficial said the
agreemcnt al the January 1 meeting to selecta proup lo es-
tablish suting crileria indicated al least initial acceplance of
the fedueral plan by the provinces.

Pramnanulaciure Notification

PROPOSAL WOULD ALLOW CLAIMS TO BE MADE
OIRCCTLY TG EPA, NOT THROUGH IIAPORTERS

Frvironmental Protection Agency proposed rcgulations
for premanulaciure notification for chemicals would
permif forcign manufacturers and suppliers to assert claims
ol confidentiality directly to EPA rather than through their
importers.

EPA said Iis proposal was made to encourage cooperation
of forcign companics In submitling informalion about new
substances ind test data to the ageney. Inits preambie (o the
proposcd regulations, ¥17A said It ‘'recognizes that foreign
companics may have legitinate concerns aboul the con-
Lidentiality of information which they submil to the agency.”

tn addilion, the proposed rules, provide reporting forms
for use by doinestic manufacturers, manufacturers of sub-
stances designed solely for export, and for imporiers
{Current Report, January 12, p. 1843).

Doniestic manuiacturers would have to give notice to EPA
at least 90 days before manufaclure begins of their intention
to produce a subsiance. Notice forms would require
background information about the subsiance and Lesting and
exposure duta. Companics also would be asked but not re-
quired 1o submit information about structurc-activily cor-
relatlons, eongineering safcguards, indusirial hygiene
measiires, and non-risk data Including economic (actors and
chemica) substitutes.

Importers would use a form similar to the one proposed
for domeslic manuf aCturers. expect it comains no questions
about human or environmental exposures thal may occur
gbroad us a result of the manwfacluring process.

In addition, nporters would be required Lo request cerlain
inforumaltion froni thetr forelgn manviacturers and suppliers.
Importers would send Lheme & form asking for Information
about (e new subsimnes, mcluding all existing Lest data.
Abhough forcign manefacturers would nol be Jegally
obligaied (o supply the informatfon, the preainble notes (hal
“in many cases foreign companics would find it In their best
interest 10 cooperate, 1o avoid possible EPA regulalory ace
tions."”

Therelore, EI’A sugpests that forcign compantes send
thelr informatijon direcily to the agency so it can make con-
fidentiality deferminations.

Bagically, the agency does nol plan to honor requests for
aceess fo information without notice to the submilter of the
information Compamies iay elyim that any or all informa.
tion is confidentiad nnd shouid submit inforinalion to docu:
mont sueh elaims. M a person asserts & valid elaim of con-
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fidentiality fur information sbou( uses of the substance. EPA
ptans fo protect this information. .

EI'A hus been listing orly gencric names for chemical in-
venlory substances claimed (o be confidential.

Huwever, Scction 14(b) of the Toxic Substances Conlrol
Act slutes that health and safety studies inctiding chemical
identily are public information unless disclosure ineludes
information on the processes used in manufacture or on (he
proportions of componcnts in a mixture.

Therefore, the Office of Toxic Substances has proposed
that chemical identity for substances clainied as conliden
tial be withheld until manufaciure begins, whether a health
anyJ safuvly study was filed or nol.

The agency proposed that once manulacture has bepun,
however, Lhe idenlity would be disclosed in the healih and
safely study if such a study has beon submitled. Disclosure
of informalion revealing a process or mixture composilion
would remiain an exccption.

Persons who intend to tnanufacture substances solely for
export would have to submil premanufacture holices and would
have 1o use the same premanufaciure nolification forms as
manufacturers for domesile use, excepl tat questions on erd
uses and exposures oulside the U.S. that do nol present risks to
the U.S. would be optional.

A public meeting on Wie proposed lorms and rules will be
held March 7 and 8 in Washington, D.C. and March 8 in New
York City (February 8, p. 2051).

Chemicals

TOXICS MONITORING, CONTROL TECHNIQUES
EXAMINED AT SPECIFIC POLLUTANT CONFERENCE

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — (By a BNA giall correspon.
dent) — The lalest {echniques for monitoring and con-
trol of toxic pollutants were examined at a conference joint-
ty sponsored by the Air Pollution Conlrol Associalion and the
Waler Pollulion Control Federation.

Amoug research resulls reported lo the conference:

» The "priorily’’ pollutants thal were the subject of a
legal seitiement betiween the Environmenlal Protection
Agency and the Natural ltesources Defense Council 1 Tryin
v. NRDC) are widely found in most industrial waters;

» A wei oxidation process using high temperatures and
pressures can be used successfully to remove toxic vom:
ponents of wasle sireams, lcaving no problem residues;

» Test incineration of polychlorinated biphenyls (1°CBs) in
an eleciric utility boller shows promising resuits:

» Thersma) incineration to control hydrocarbon and carbon
monoxide emlssions from malelc anhydride plants has
shown benzene destruction efficiencies of 98.5 percent.

EPA represcntatives told the conference of some of the
steps the apency is taking in prograing (o control Loxic
pollutants under a varicty of statutory programs. Among ap-
proaches the agency I3 consldering, they said, are the
development of a three-fevel “'chemical fale assessment” (o
idetify chemicals for which full analysis is unnecessary un-
der the Toxic Substances Conirol Acl.

The agency also is Jooking into the possibilily of using
measures o traditional pollulani (lotal suspended solids
and biological oxygen demand) as indicators of the tevels of
toxic pollutanis in waterways,

Specific Pollutant Cenlrel
Conference chairman Leo Weitzman, of EPA’s Indugtrial
Faviroumental Research Laboralory, in Hescareh Triangie
Park, N.C., emphasized the growlng siuportance of conh ot

“of specilic pollulantx in environmcenlal regnlations.
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