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. is considering a tougher standard for occu-

2%, very high numbers' of workers exposed to

ISy~ level that can be accurately measured. The
.5 current level, set in 1972, is two million fi-
o bers per cubic meter of air. -
%" Concluding that there isn’t a safe leve! of
~exposure to asbestos, the group also urged a
» ban on *‘new nonessential uses of asbestos.”

‘. with all-deliberate speed in amending the
.- present standard....,” Eula Bingham, as-
" 'sistant labor secretary for occupanona.l
- sﬂety and health, told a news conference. .

- the Occupational Safety and Health Admin-

Iowe;Limit for OCcupatwnal ExpoSuTe

To Asbestos Is Bemg

Considered by USS. _

By a wu.r. S'mzs:r.!oti-«-.\-r. Stafr Repov"ter
WASHINGTON —The federal government

pational exposure {o asbestos. .
‘“The severity of the threat posed and zhe

“the asbestos hazard dictate that we move

~ She was reactmc to a federal study
group’s recammendauan for a maximum
woriplace exposure limit of 100,000 asbestos
fibers per cubic meter of air, the lowest

The group was made up of scientists from

istration and the National Institute for Ocen-
pational Safety and Health, or NIOSH.

Mrs. Bingham refused to say whether
OSHA will endorse the study group's pro-

posed exposure ‘Uit or a higher one. And
with extensive public hearings expected, a
revised -standard ‘probably won't be isvued
for six months, she added..”

An estimated L4 million U.s. workers
are exposed to.asbestos.and nearly 750,000
tons- are used aanually o produce  such
items as floor tiles, cement, acoustical prod-
ucts, brake linings and roof coatings. Be-
tween 58,000 and 75,600 deaths a -year are
due to asbestos-related diseasa, primanl;
cancer, the officials said. . :

- It isn't entrely clear-there are any es-
sendal uses of asbestos,” NIOSH Director
Anthony Robbins told the news conference. .
He noted that such companies as General
Motors Corp. have developed asbestus sub-
stitutes; 30% of the car brakes GM makes
this year won't contain asbestos, he said. ..°

But even.if asbestos is removed from
ma.nmcmnng. Dr.Robbins said, it stll re-
mains a problem in the construcﬁou and de~
molition of buildings.. = = ° :

In 1975, OSHA proposed lowering the
standard to 500,000 fibers per cubic metar of
air, and in 1976, NIOSH recommended that
OSHA lower the standard furiber, to 100,000
fibers. Neither proposal was ever acted on.

| as a "top priority.”S. -, .

achmme&smﬂm y
- OTTAWA~Canadian Energy, Mines '

| Resources Minister Mare- Lalonde- said NI

won't recommend -any further exports ¢
natural gas until the government iz assurest
that Canada has-adequate supplies to mesx. -
;h&needs of’ new mattets in eastern Caggg
'Syeahnga:anmconfermce.m. Ras
londe said -his energy strategy gives.*§
pricrity” to Canadian requirements, ..
He gaid he expects ta- receive 2 re
soon fivm. ke Mstcnol Prerpy Board et
preposals for namral-zus distribution in CH¥:
nadian markets east of Montreal.:He v--

natural- mplpennesymmeastofMon

AN V.

" Mr. Lalonde said eariier tn the 'Hme 5
Commons that Canpada's gas-producing: $§
dustty bas an “export bias,” mainly rr_l ]

exclude any options before he starts bis &8
ergy price talks with provincial' gov

Hammermill Is Sued
By Icahn and His Firm
On Variety of Charges

By @ WALL STREET JOURNAL Jtaff Reporter
NEW YORX—The courtroom battle esca-

ciates viglated securities laws in connection
with their purchases of Hammermill stock.
In their suit, Mr. Icahn and his invest-
ment firm leveled a wide variety of charges
against Hammermill aod several directars,
including Albert F. Duval, Hammermill's
president and chief execruve officer,
“Management's panic-swicken resction
10 plaint#s’ eiforts to seek the greatest pos-
sible return for all shareholders hasn't beea

lased berween uw-—p—mu Paper Co. and

©meeantam oA hag

lirnited to character assassination, mvectize
and the baczasment olebaseless Jigation,”

mmuﬁemdhehwathesetammn
underwaywtyncxtmonm. . :
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Rose to 512 Millson -'
In the Fwst Quarter §

o WALL STI2ET JOURXAL Staff R%
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