TO: Distribution \ Q\Q\ e

FROM: M. D. Lunsford Ci
DATE: 07/01/93

SUBJECT: VCNet Meeting Information

As you know, Vista is a member of VCNet, a panel of CMA working on Vinyl Chioride
Transportation Safety. The panel meets 3-4 times per year to discuss common
transportation safety issues, and has sponsored the Vinyl Chloride trainig workshops.

Aftached is information obtained from the last VCNet Meeting. The information is as
follows:

1. A copy of a letter from Oxy to the EPA conceming VCM's status as an "acute toxic
substance”.

2. A letter that Oxy uses for guidance whenever they are forced, as a last resort. to ship
a car that does not meet DOT specifications due to damage incurred in transit, or when
shipping a car with a capping kit in place.
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3. An emergency response press information sheet for VCM that was developed for use
in 2 VCNet response by a contractor or VCNet industrial response team. O\
4. A donation agreement between LSU and Oxy for the donation of tank cars to the
university. it seems that LSU is trying to put a tank car school tegether, and is soliciting

damaged tank cars for the project. This may be worth looking into, if we have any
damaged or out-of-date cars available.

5. An article on Greenpeace's Anti-PVC campaign in North America.

As | have discussed with some of you, VCNet is working with the CMA to discuss the
paragraph in the OSHA VCM Standard that prohibits entry into atmospheres containing
36,000 ppm or unknown concentrations of VCM except for life rescue. Questions have
arisen concemning the definition of entry as a resuli of the new confined space regulation.
Also in discussion is the requiement to label PVC resin above and beyond what is
required by the Hazard Communication standard, and OSHA's field instructions on that
requirement.

As | attend these meetings, and as | receive more information from the group, | will pass
anything ionteresting along. If you have any questions concerning any of this
information, please let me know.
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VCNet VCM RAILROAD TANK CAR
Emergency Response Press Information

HANDOQUT

INTRODUCTION TQ VCM:

Vinyl chloride monomer (VCM) is & basic chemical building block and is
mainly used as a& raw material in the production of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC). PVC is used to make "vinyl" products such as wallcoverings,
upholstery, flooring, house siding, water and sewer pipe, luggage,
clothing, automotive parts, medical devices, food wrap, window frames,
wire insulation, garden hoses, and phonograph records.

Approximately 13 billion pounds of VCM is manufacturered in the United
States each year. About five billion pounds of VCH was transported by
railroad tank cars in 1992.

VCY_ RELEASE - POTENTIAL KAZARDS TGQ THE COMMUNTTY : ot

Fire and Explosion Hazards

<

vt
A

In gaseous form, vinyl chloride is extremely flammable. A gas cloud
may form if a release occurs. If ignited, such a cloud could result in
en explosion. Also, vinyl chloride vapors, which are heavier than air,
may travel along the ground and could be ignited by distant ignition
sources. Therefore, if there is a2 serious leak, the public would be
asked to evacuate at least one-half mile from the scene of the incident.

Short-Term Exposure Toxicity

When VCM is present in sufficiently high vapor concentrations - about
10,000 parts per million (ppm) - the vapor has an anaesthetic effect.
The odor of VCM can usually be detected when it reaches a concentration
of 1000 ppm. Since VCM liquid vaporizes very quickly, the liquid
becomes cold. If skin is exposed to the liquid, frostbite will occur.

Long-Term Exposure Toxicity

There should be no long-term or chronic health problems even if any
person was exposed to low concentrations of VCM for a number of days.
Prior to development of advanced process and emission control
technology, long-term exposure to VCM at higher concentrations over a
number of years resulted in a rare liver, cancer among some workers,

If you have questions, T will try to get the answers for you.

May 12, 1993 -
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VCM Tank Car if-Needed Statement
Oct. 5, 1992

Seven railcars owned or leased by Vista Chemical and filled with vinyl chloride
monomer, or YCM, were derailed last night in the town of Karnack, Texas,
approximately 25 miles northwest of Shreveport, La.

The VCM shipment was from Vista Chemical’s Lake Charles VCM Plant and was being
shipped to the company’s Oklahoma City Plant, where it was to have been used to make
polyvinyl chloride, or PVC, plastic resin.

Two cars have derailed, two are upside down and three are on their sides. None are
leaking at this time, no one has been injured and the situation is stable at this time,
according to Kansas City Southern railroad and local sheriff’s department personnel on
the scene. Five of the cars, all owned by Vista, each contain 30,000 gallons of VCM.
The remaining two cars are leased by Vista and each contain 26,000 gallons of VCM.

VCM is a colorless gas and is shipped as a liquid under pressure. VCM vapors in air are
flammabile.

The accident scene is near State Highway 43 and approximately two blocks from an -
elementary school in the town of Karmack. The school has been closed for the day. 3}
3!
A chemical industry emergency response team from Morton Thiokol, the local sheriff’s
department and railroad officials are now at the scene. A Vista emergency response team
from Lake Charles is also on the scene. Railroad personnel are moving emergency
equipment to the scene to help right and move the cars. Plans now call for the five most
heavily damaged cars to be moved to a site more than a mile from town. Vista Chemical
is finding empty tank cars in the area which can then be used to offload the VCM from .
the damaged railcars. The remaining two cars will be set back on the track and .1e. 5 7 o, Llicco o
The railroad has made all the proper notifications, including National Response Center, T O
the Bureau of Explosives, ChemTrec (emergency response center of the Chemical
Manufacturers Association), Texas Department of Safety, Texas Railroad Commission,
Harrison County Sheriff’s Dept.

Use if asked: .
Q. What time was derailment ’
A. We were informed of the accident about 4 a.m. this morning. We don’t know the

exact time of the accident.

Q. Isn’t VCM a carcinogen?

A. Exposures to large amounts of VCM over long periods of time (years) has been
shown to cause cancer in humans. However, we believe no one in the area is currently at
risk because there have been no leaks. The immediate danger until the cars can be
emptied is from possible explosion and fire in the event of a leak.

UPa danoy 4545
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1: By Rich Lyons

! sws-Journal Correspendent
{E: KARNACK — A Kauansas City
Bouthern  {reight train loaded
prith flammuble chemicals de-
aifed here carly Monday morm-
ng, causing ¢the local clementary
Fchool to keep s doors closed
Bod Longhorn Armiy Ammuni-
jon Planl (o turn workers gway.

‘No leaks were discovered in
®he scven tank cars that left the
rack at the erossing tn fromt of
he ammunition plant,

The derailment oceuwreed &t 3
m., and residents were backed
p one-haif mile from the gates
{ the ammunicion plant as emer-
ency. workers began rerailing
e cars containing vinyl chloride
10n0mer,

VCM is a compressed liquid
ras  that shares the same
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right overturned cars Monday foif

flammable  propertics as com-
pressed propanc gas.

Some residents of the town et
in a panic when they belicved ear-
ly. Incorrect reports that the gas
was highly toxic and was cscaping
from the ¢ars, .

“VOM i not particularly toxic,”
said Kerry L. Gregg, community
relations ¢oordinator for Visla
Chemical Company, the shipper,
headquariered in Houston, “but it
is flammable, it is & human carcin-
ogen, and studics show after years
of constunt exposure there is some
increased risk of cancer,

‘It was once vsed as an ancs-
thetic in surgery before more mod-
ern medicines were available, For-
tunately, in this incident, we had
no fire, vo leaks and no injuries.”

The cars weee en route from
westlake, Lz.. to Qkluhonia Ciy.

By Rich LyensLaagvicw News-Joumal corecspandent
owing a derallment near KarnacK early

onday morning. Derailment of the ¢ars, which contined vinyl chioride monamer, forced the
bvacuation of a half-mile area around the site..

Karnack train derailment
loses school, ammo plant

Ok., where the chemical would
be used in the production of
polyvinyl chlotide (PVC), a
winte plastic used primarily in
the manufacture of plumbing
pipes.

Of the seven cars involved,
three were on their side, two
were upside down, and two were
off the tracks but still standing.

“Looking at the tank cars, it
appears there {s damage to them,
when in reality these cars arc de-
signed 0 wilhstand the scvere
impact, said Mike Lunsford,
safety dircctor of the Vista
Chemical plant in Westlake.

The steed on the outside of the
cars s there 0 hold four inches
of imsulution on the curs, We
don’t think there is any dantage

See Derailment, 8-A

By Tonl K. Laxson
1att Writer :

Longview's federy
program may moy

“cramped church buili

“‘Cotton Strect to becor

" terpiece of Head Starg
"East Texas,”

said ”
Monday. o

But 1t will requice a
effort of the city of L
Longvicw school dist
social agency and “Io
the community who b
interest in the néed
being of some very
zens,” said Dr..Ron
supcrintendent of &
school district,

McMichael was ¢

men  Monday (o
Longvigw City Counc
posal . that would
Longvicw Head Sia
chance to cxpand 1
many as 200 childsen
from poor fumilics.

Last week, 2 §¢
specifically for a Lt
Start building/social

“was tagged onto an
bill By U.S. Rep. .
That bill has pot y
by President Bush,

McMichael told
members that the Le
district would donat
land off of Youn
building.

*This would t
upon HUDCO (the
man Developmer
the city of Longv:
other entties from
munitly offering ¢
SOUrCes (o constry
ceale such a faci
said,

HUDCOQ adimis
for Gregg, Hart'
Panola eounties.

For yews, L
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=g funding for dfa!nage
oded drmmg site requesled
+i2tions wihil be southeast of
vge Road and norh of the
r. Another company well wil
t ot Locp 281 a'\d ncnheast
3.

any w::l also be submt tc a
nent {uat riilsrs leave the
y.zash bond 1o fix preblems -
1. dont respond _qulckly

;:..sgef o 'he cas‘a bond fo
gnt prodlems batween the
mdusty anc fesidents who
ivlg drillers " allow dust,
:nther problerns to mar
ds. '
=aid Re did not think the
a panacea w racant
-. ~. \ - i- l
scorns me Is that, ln the
a; 'va bean on the council,
wBary very Suickly of these
oming into’ this ity getling
it and then tatally ignening
nd bemg to‘ally [rraspoﬂsi-
son said, .
2on, city counal do-nd’ed to
:m.,ln., the possible forma-
..c'-amumty Development

- tocommeondations to council members

-Payne Road,.

“aceess from Juanita Street 0

.- and norih of Chery! QLreot wttn acc@

- dations .from tha city's P|annlng and

Admcry Board The board would maka

on’ where to allacats | lederal grant’
monay chaanelad through the Gity.
© Ceuncliman_ Mark Pruitt asked that
-conversation about the board ba’ post
aned uniil a jocal minister cauld pamc
ipate in the discussion. The matter wil
be placad on the city councli's lirst’ No~
vamber watk sasslen. .
Ceounzi] members® ‘a')proved four
ather ol and gas dnllmg app wauons
lncldc.ng i o
- & A request lrom Amoca Productacn
Co. 22d Oxy USA for a natural gas well
located foutr of Chad, Sireet. and east
&! LaFame Hoad w.th 3Cv9..5 framn,

® Araquest irom Oy USA for nat-
Urat gaz well located aast of Ping Tree
Road and norn cf Helane - Lane wnh

& A recuest from Oxy USA for a nat-
urai gas woll located wost of Kriss Dnve
from Kriss Drivs, » . yw'

® A requast from Oxy USA for a'nat-
ural gas well localed south of George
Richay Road and cast of Fanton Réad
witit accoss krom George Richey F!oad
to Resloration Acad, . .

The council also passed a numoer of
zoning requesis based an recommen-:

Zonmo Commission,

» o

-._-:;'3,;[\.21“ » :,-': B

Laproach::d 'l'o'n Mec-
CO executive ™ director,
wand they, m wirh, pre-
ZChapman,” who' a5 &
1= House App'opnauon
ad the pull to sec that

R i SR

~ officers
82 calls™

e waekend, Longview
red 992 calls; respond-
alls for service and es-
5 miscellaneous calls,’
ops. and 113 ofﬁcex-

:vcsn_zatcd 46" motor-
wents; 90 réported theft
ng cight cases of shop-
12 vehicle~burglaries,
rusiness burgla"u.s zn-‘
mber 22, -

: cases of eni .mmat mis-
= 2lamms and 80 distur-
ere investigated. Fouly-
ncus were classified as

the 5400,000 grant madc :t mlo lhe'

biill.
One very atraclive feature of the

| raifment until Jacer today. Hahn

" | 10 the Ealise of the mishap uail

proposal prt.%nl-..d by Mchch:xcl.."-
was the incltsion Bf ‘several’ mc:.&l"'_-

service offices that prond'-‘asus-

tauce ta the same families that hwe :

. children in Head Stat,

McClurg described the project as |

a Yonce-in-a-lifetime chince.”
“And we want it in' Longview,”

added. Ron . MuCuLcheon HUDCO i

board president.

.
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From 1-A .

1 to :my of mc cars suuctuxally
[ &7Quce the cars-arc _righicd” and ¢
. placcd back, on lhc tracks, thc)

I lmri::puﬂauon wha was supervis-
ing the gmergency ¢ cn.ws SEvery-

thing'is ‘going well™

‘Traffic moves
‘newly 2~way \

From St aﬂ Reports-: K

o Traffic aioved: slowlv buz surely
Monda> ‘along the” newly: convc: ted
Lwo ,way\’\/‘!h'dcy Stredt,

## Derailment forces
sc-hool,,to_ close

e

I

af ré- oya,u;d ionday
_bung closed over the
wcckcnd gs ,cons.tm(.lmn "workers

‘will b¢ moved ;séveral’ miles out'
of town and r.hc conh.ms wx]ihbc
upload;d 10, ncw Coars. Y

’I‘h'\t proccss ‘is scheduled to bc-
gin thi§ morning if the cleanup is’}
c0mp1c1ed by then.,

The ‘clcanup involves emer-
gency erews from’ KCS  and
Huleher Emcrggncy Services, a
company specializing in euly re-
spons¢ to derailments mvolvmg
hazardous materials.

“We've got four side-boomed
tractors. and . & front end loader
from Hulcher,” said Michael
Haha, KCS§'vice president of

“mérn mg‘afl

. f:mshcd h'angmg the' ‘onc-way
. slrect mlo E! two-w ayﬂmmughfarc.
<, The cofverdion Saised some taf-
fig" problems, said Longvu.w police
officer Lond Ph:lhps
- “Traffic: wis s:ackmg up, but it
was nothing drastic,” said Phillips,
"Today, it was quit¢ an exped-
ence w.m.hmg c»crybody uy to gel

Longview hna]

From 1-A , :
Dcpa:lmcm is suwmg as iccl mC"
adviser for prQ]n‘."l specifications. ©
"1 think we've 'got 4 top shot fu
I RubicofT sdid. “We've got the in
terstate caming through Longview
we're -offering . theni g beawtiful lo
* {70 acees), and we're Jocaied right iy
the middlc of a lot of he lakes tha
: blg bass come from.” "
" Rabicoff said.that” nbout 20 full
umc statc employees would staff th
“cenler, along with those completing
“internships. A Fishing Hall of Fame
s+ Fir€ptiucks and’, -ambulances [, and historical muscum, are expeetec
from: Marshall), Karrack and a.tobe included in the project as well.
Waskom weré on alert. f"‘_ ““Is “something thit wé: reali:
. Crews stayed the full halfunile |~ need,” lic said. “This wouid be the
d)ft..mcc from the. treckige in the | first partnership betwéen the eity an
cvent that an cxplosion occunred, | the state, and for all interchied i
Officials from KCS, Vista and | "long-term  gains in tourism
Hulclier said there was little d..\n- ‘Longview is the place’to put it.”
ger of an cxplosmn - B In addition to agiauivms and othe

~ Officials will not bcgm rying
to determine the cause of the de-

said the; 1tack s “pretty well tore
up,” and. w;ll not offer any clucs

the’ cars are, rcmovcd and * the
Lrack <cgmcnts AN bc mspc.cwd
in a jab. I
He” cxpccts lhc tracks will rc-
open today for. more. train traffic,”™

e - | cxhibits 1o provide a key teachin

R AT L .- wer PR
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ang were cxpcx.tcd 0 havc the 6ff cials” are faking no chances’”
dcmlmcnt site eleancd by noon . 45 a result of the dermilment,”
today. o8 . 4 said Gilstap, “Residents of the
“Four tank cars I'ull of vmyl arca have been evacusted and -
chioride . derailed and; are ond schoo! officials have -cancelled
their sides, acconding to Sher-.. school 3t least through: zoday.

iff's depanment and': ilway ¢ T “SheafT (Bill) Oldham noti-.

officials,™ sxaid G:b:mp wOne ﬁcd me, of ¢ic #cideat’ approx-
or zwo other cary arc.off. the'™ xma'::ly between 3 am. :md 4
tracks,” but they, nie upnght. <2l day by car phone.”
Thers are no leaks’ ordxschﬁrgc . rAccording to Gilstrap, lhc
of the chemical froml’ the: aver- mcldcnt occurred & very shont
turned cars at the site’ \a .. distance south.of the west gate.
G(l.lrnp "said vinyl, chlor;dc main entrance leading 1o the .
is. s highly. -lammable :sub;  Longhora Aemy Ammunition.
stance, according to ra:lw:\y Plant where Texas 43 intersects

sent in 2 :pccnl Crew for train - lestnp said hc would' "be the
"derailments .from,. their, Corsi- ccumy off cial to contsct the
féana facility,” .le\mp said.: govemor'y “office ‘for addition-
“4The game: plan.is for the rail- al ‘assistance,  such a3 acuvat.:
way company m‘ bring™in a _ing' the¢ National Gunrd if lhc
crane” and Kft ithe overturned "..uut:mon wamnled.,

fank cars onto ﬂa( bed u-le«:r:q"‘ “Whenever there: is % situas

3

.and move them 16 a' deserted i uor': that” could escalate into »

site and drain- them of their :m:uar ‘$isastér that could exceed
highly flammable chémical.” Hliour local capabilitics, I'm
KCS officisls ar¢ alsoinves- s.always notified,” said Gilswap.-
tigating the site- to. determing Wi Sheriff Oldhami.and. his
.the cause of the demiliment..  departmeat and nilway officials |

‘Gilstrop said milroad officials, are handling the situation very
feared aticmpting 10 drain the . well. We don’t anticipate the

officials,

. ' o with: Texas* 134,
"ny ’and Kamack !z—choo]

"Hi ,n? 34\

s Q‘"

1.' “: } ’gduv" -

L

tank cars on-sitc because of the  situation becoming more seri-
nearby school, ammunition
{‘Thc rifway company . ‘has plant and. rcsndcnccs. *- >

{L{ 3 CGF"hOgG ‘1" "j’ B & ‘"""‘ ““‘”"‘."H"‘

ous thant lha.l which h\.x a.!n:ady
oecurred,” 17

Dj
\

Continuod from 1

ction 12 Pages 35¢
lack
ummable
orted .
[SD’closes
vo nearby -

tmpu'ses

HAFL J. MIGA
> Messsnger

ARNACK — Students in
ack public schools gt an’
pecied day off today when
wses were closed follow-
3 tun desaiiment nexr the
nd campis,

fficials feared the carlﬁ
mgbwmlman which too

t 400 yards to 500 |
} northeast of the secondury

ms tmght have caused an
flarmmabic substance, .
lchiondc, to leak from sev-
tanker cans. .
X long after the d—m!mcn!
:ials from, the Hamison
ny Sheriff's' Office called -
1g Superintendent D, Anita
er and’ stggested schools
losed for the day.
v sheriff"s department rec-

Sea -SCHOOLS/Z

—i-

Schools.. .

Co .+« Continuod fraorm’1

ommended we close schools 50
we @id,” said KISD Board of
Trustees President John Alford.

Watker wast on “the sceac

"+ “Monday moming to be on hand

ia the event that an evacuation

-of residents was ordered from

"the area, chom. stated that
Karnack 18D would provide
schoo] buses to transport resi-
sdents. out of the. arca,. if. an
cv1cunt.:on Wa_, deeined neces-
sary . ~3"‘I R
Walker received the call from
the sheafl’s office at 4 1§ am.,
about 45 minutes “after “the
-derailment. She’ then called

. radio, ‘and television stattcn-:,

askmg them 10 include in their

(D e

covcr:gc of the deraiiment an
advisory, for KISD students io
stay home.

Walkér also called sccondary
campus principal Vemora Mar:,
shalr and clementary principal
Cozetta: Wazren, requesting they
contact feachers to advise, them
of the situation. Co

+ School, adrministrative ‘offices
were also- ‘shuti:down .for the
day, . and .anyonc ‘calling .. the
supcnmcndcnl s offlice was
greeted with a recording
cxplaining xhc_,rschod cio.,mg :

Classes “are® “scheduled 10
‘resume . Toesday'. morning.t

e

" school ofﬁcmlz said. v
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Interotfice
Communication

~ Who else can we talk to for more informnation? * -J"W f

To: Vista Media Players

From:  Kerry Gregg

Date:  September 23, 1992

Subjectt LCVCM CTIRP Drill VlSTA
Hi,

This is your instruction sheet for your part in tomorrow’s CTIRP emergency drill.

Your mission will be to play the media and harass the drill’s key players. At

approximately 8 a.m. tomorrow moming the following information will be

handed to Mike Lunsford at the VCM plant and he will be asked to respond to this

emergency. You need to put your calls in to Mike (318/494-5039), pretending to

be reporters, immediately after he is given this informatton. I will arrange to have

you alerted as soon as he is handed the information. As soon as you have :

completed your calls to Mike, conduct the same drill with Nancy Tower o

(318/494-5301) and Bob Miller (318/494-5353). /?Q— (3 ig) 4q4 5%}
L

The following is the information Lunsford will be given:
. o0

“A VCM tank car has derailed twenty miles south of Shreveport LA. The car 23,9

derailed with a string of other cars. On derailing the car rolled down an

embankment and a hissing sound was heard from the car and a white cloud is

being released from the car with a faint sweet odor. Two other cars are leaking

and their products are unknown at this time.

Just north of the derailment is a Girl Scout camp and camp is in session with

approximately 200 campers present. Wind direction is from the south. Just east
of the derailment is an interstate highway.”

This is all the information Mike will be given before you make your call to him.
Please coordinate your calls to provide for the maximum delay possible in Mike
leaving for the scene of the derailment. MSR (CBS) should call first, then DLT
(CNN), then KK (NPR). Ideally, as soon as one call is completed the next call
should be coming in. After these initial calls Mike will not be reachable (one
purpose of this drill is to show the need for cellular phones for Vista’s CTIRP
responders), you can then begin calling Tower and Miller. Be sure to set up
callbacks so that Miller and Tower can update the “media”.

Suggested questions: UBs Q00014550

Who, what, when, where, how, why?
What are the health effects of VCM?
How many people have been hurt?
Could it explode?

Is anyone in danger if it explodes?
Have we evacuated the Girl Scouts?
Why not? /

What chemicals are in the other tank cars?
Whose fault is this?

How much VCM has leaked?
When can he get back to us with more information? . 5
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