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I welcome your letter on the related toplcs of pulmonary
runc ion and asbestos., As you know, we are actively working
th Dr. Neeld of Chambers Works on & practical pulmonary
func lon 'ces‘cinb prograr ané we have also been s»ucj*ng the

heglth ¢f the pipe coverers,

At this time I should like to see Chambers Works used as the
. 8ite for a pilot Btudy in "routine" pulmonary function testing,
and with the experience geined there we will be able to make
reccoxendations for the use of D2 Pont plantas in general,

The asbestos situation in Du Pont is a difficult one to asaess
due to the relatively small number of people exposed and the
cifficulty of determining the exposure either in terms of the type
¢f materiel involved, the curation of the exposure, cr its intensity.
I am keeping informed on the.various studies now going shead on the
heaith effects of asbestos, but no results are expected from these
for several yeere, What is needed to bring the Da Pont study to &
meaningful conclusion iz a detailed study of personnel records to
define at least the length of exposure., It 18 very doubtful that
dust concentration data can be obtained for past exposures, and even
fcr current exposures 1t presents some technical difficultleg due €0
the long thin fibere being much more difficult to count than the
usuel dust particles. We have carried cut the studies to date on
cur own funds but I think a contribution from the operating depart-
ments should ncw be requested,

Your interest in these topicse encourages me to hope for a very
fruitfld series of Jjoint studies between Baskell lLetoratory,
Sidney rell'e group, and the plants. I am enclosing, &s a matter
of interest, & memorancum prepered in late 1964 as a Justification
for a pulmonery function testing prograrm., The arguments used then
gre at least as valid today.
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