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July 28, 1971

PEPQSITION

MEMORANDUM FOR TRE RECORD '

SUBIECT: RENIEN COF UKIRESTOS ARL UNIBRST DUST PRODUCING POUTENIIAL TESTING AT
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (BERKIIEY) O8 LY 23, 1871

Dr. B. B. Johnsot and the undersigped met with Dr, J, L. (Leroy) Balzer snd
cthers on the University Staff to yYeview progress on rhe subject testing program.

The tept site had been changed frow the Apprentice Trafuing Sehool of the Hest
and Frost Insulaters Union to one of the laboratories of the University, however,
the text room and &1l other aspecne of the test protossl used 4o festing vuibest
were fdentical ¢t those used previcucliy when unibestos &nd the other asbestor
conteining thermal pipe losulation saterials were tested, The change wag wade

2t the request of the unien, who felt £t would tot be in its best interssts to
continue testing in their bullding,

Unibest vs. unibestor results are compared in Attschment #l. In viewing this
the threshold 1imit value £for ssbestos pf § fibers per cublc centimeter of aly
and for mineral fiber of I0 milligrame per cubic meter of aiyr for total dugt and
S milligrass per cuble meter of aiy for the respivable faction should he kept in
ming, While the unibesros gggga§§§ Tiooncentranions exceeded the threshold
iimit value by almont times {(~ip=v}, in hmdsmingj ;or wxaxple, the unibast
total QUST in ALT conCentrations wire less then 1/2 {#3g) of the threshold limig
value gnd the respirablie fraction dust in alr concentrations were legg than the
threshold limir walue {(F3£) for handssmwing. Sald 4pn antther WP, Bnibesr ts por
oniy potentially less hazardous than unibestos becauss of the syubstiturion of
minerz] tiber for asbestos but alse beczuse of a gignificant reduction $n both
total and vrespirable dugr fn air concentravions. It is anticipaTed that the

remaining tests will continue To bear out this lower dust producing potential
of Univest.

The change from the phosphate clay dinder to the silicste clay bindar was &iscussed
with Dz, Balzer. Coples of the old and new formulations wers left withk hinm.

Dy, Johnson explained the Tegeons £0r the ssbesros contamination of the Unibese
noted by Lr. Balger, See Attachmant €2,

it is snticipated that the Unibest testing will be completed and the test repore
sent to us by Augost £, 197%, &t which time we goulid nmest with Dr. Lawton and
Comngnder Barbon of BuMED, Department of the Navy. Leton and Barboo will be
sttending the Helsinki Meeting described balew,

The manuseript for publicastion of both studies (asbestor contaiping and vanwsshestea
containing) will be submitted to the Editor of either the irchives of Erviromscental
Health or the Journal ¢f Lhe Amerigan Industril_l Hygiene Aszocistion. Acceptance
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Ae anticipated by December 1, 1971, ar which time pre-prints stampzd “Not For
Reproduet {on' could ba obtained from Pr. Balzer or the University sand used by
Pictedurgh Corning t¢ show tha marked veduction 0f health hazard that can be
accotplinhed by the use of Unibesr,

Dr. Balzer will attend “Ine Internaviona? 3Symposium on Safety and Haalth 4in
Shipbuflding and Ship Repairing™ in Helsinki, Auvgust 3-Septesher 2, 187). He
will raport on both studies, See Arrtachment ¢3. He anticipates meeting with
Mr, Jokn Frice 4n Helsiaki. .

Dr. Balzer agreed sfrer publicarion of the combined study in a2 scientific lournal
to yewrite the manuscript for publication in a trade journal, such 25 the Journal

of the Rational Inauwlation Contractors Associstion.

Dr. Johnsen proposed to DF, Balzer that Pirssdurgh Corning might wish him to

Take & presentation oc the coumbined study o selected manngement personnel in
Pirrsburgh Corning, Dr, Johnson will 1ock into this matter and theo contact

Pr. 3slzer,

Dr, Balzer advised that he would be leaving the University to go with private ]
industry warly this Fall dut that this would sot interfere with the complietion

of thoaze things discuzeed above.
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