Asbastos

FINAL ASBESTOS STANDARD WILL LIMIT
EXPOSURE TO TWO FIBERS BY JULY, 1976

A final standurd limiting employce exposure to asbestos

dust to two fibers, not longer than five micrometers, per
cubic centimeter of air on a time-weighted average, was :
announced on June 7 by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration and will become cffective. July 1,
1976.

The present permissible concemrauon of five fibers pcr
cubic centimeter will remain in effeet until July 1, 1976.
lu addition, the new standard prohibits -any conccntra-
tions in excess of 10 fibers at any timo.

‘The new standard takes cffect July 7 of this year. Thc
preface to the amendments appears in the Full Toxt
Scction of this report. The amendments will be included

“in o future Reference File supplement.

The standard was adopled after consideration of rec- '

ommeadations from the Nuational Institute for Occupa-

tional Safety and llealth, the OSHA Advisory Committee

on Asbestos Dust, and comments submitted by maﬂ and
. duriag four days or public hearings.

Provisions

The primary means of compliance required are feasible”
techuological  controls and appropriate wosk practices,
inclading rotation of cmployces, The use of personal”

protective cquipment such as respirators to cffect come .
pliance wus dismissed because of the burdensome and . -

discomforting aspects of devices,

Thie following compliance requirements also are con-
tained in the standard:

® lland (ools that may produce or rclease asbcstos
fibers in excess of the limits must be equipped with local
exhaust ventilation systems.

® As much as possible, asbestos must be handled and’

worked in the wet state unless this reduces the usclulness

of the product,

® No ashestos cement, mortar, coaling, grout, plaster, -

or similar material containing asbestos can be removed -
from shipping bags or other containers without cuher
being wetled, enclosed, or ventilated.

® Where respicators are permitted, they mwust be sclecl~ : '. . g ..
.-stundard covers workers in construction, ship repairing,

- - shipbuilding, shipbreaking, and longshoring.

ed from among the types approved by the Burcau of
Mines or NIOSH, but no cmployee nay be assigned 0 a

fanh sequiting o sespivstor i o physician deteumines it

watld allect his job Ganetioalug or healih,

® The employer must provide nad requise the use of
special  protective lehm;,. change rooms, and two .
separate lockers for (hu'cmployccs street and work

“ithes and exercise care in laundering and any other -

adling of contaminated clothing:

® listernal wark arcas must be -kept free of excessive
accumulatives of asbestos fibers and waste must be
collected in sealed, impermeable bags or. other -such
containers, S e
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‘ Other Requirements
Under the standard employers arc required to cstablish

7 monitoring systcms to assure that employce exposure is
- below the limits. Monitoring must be done at least every

six months and employees or their representatives are
guaramecd the right to observe the measurements and

have access to records of them.
- Warning signs are provided for where asbestos con-

.centrations may excced the limits. Labels warning of

possxblc adverse health effects must be affixed to all raw

g :-_-matenals, mixtures, scrap, waste, debris or other product

contammg asbestos fibers, ‘or to their containers. No label
is requircd where the fibers have been modificd by a

._bonding agent, binder or other coating that prevents
; release of above-limit concentrations.

Records of personal or environmental monitoring must

_ be maintained by the cmployer for at least three ycars

~and be available upon request to OSHA or NIOSH. Any
" former or current employces are guarantced reasonable
* access 1o records of their personal exposure to airborne
" asbestos. Employces found io have been exposcd to
. excessive conceatrations must be informed within five

3 dnys after the finding and told what corrcctlvc actions are

.- being taken,
Enmployers must provudc or njake available at their

. ,'cost comprchensive medical examinations including chest

-*Xeray and pulmonary tests within 30 days of an cm-
" ployee’s first cmployment in a job involving asbestos
cxposurc and within 30 days before or after termination of
a worker's emiployment. By January 31, 1973, employers

‘_ must make available annual medical examinations for

. . employces in asbestos exposure arcas. ]
Records of medical examinations made under the

- standard must. be maintained for 20 years and must be
.. open to inspection and copying by the Assistant Secretary
--of Labor for OSHA, the dircctor of NIOSH, authorized
«. physicians or medical consultants of either agency, and,
. - upon request of an employee or former employee, to his

physician, Doctors who conduct examinations under the

-, standard must fumish the employer with all information
3 rcquircd by the regulation and any. other medical data

-..related to occupational exposure to asbestos fibers.
In addition to manufacturing and other industries, the

.
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‘Standards ’ .

" osHA PROPOSES STANDARD REVISION

FOR‘ RETIRING ROCMS, SCAFFOLDING

Amendments {o the job safety and health standards for
fetiring rooms for women and the_construction safety

* standards concerning scaffolding werc proposcd by the

?ccupauoml Sal'cly and Hcdhh Admmxstra
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