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PRITECT 28357 = SA3INZ - CARGO CAIRE UNIT -~ ASBEZSTOS STULY
CCCUPATIONAL ENVIRIVNMINTAL CONTROL

*+ + Dersons attending iMay 2, 1578 meeting at Louviers
** Dersons inspecting Cargo Caire Systems at Glasgow 5/5/73

At your recuest, I participated in a study to evaluate the
potential for contamination of Polyethylene and Surlyn pellets
with asbestos fibers from the dehumidifier provided in the
above project and to recommend what if any changes should be
made to the dehumidification system to avoid contaxination.

of the products which will be used in making film for packaging
foods and drugs.

Discussion

Project 4857 provides a solid desiccant dehumidification system
that dries 21,000 @fm of air which is used to pneumatically
convey Polyethvliene and Surlyn pellets and to purge undesiradble
residual gas from these products in their storage silos. The
heart of the dehunidifier is a slowly rotating, 8 ft. diameter x
16" thick wheel to which the process air transfers its moisture
as it passes through the honeycomd structure of the wheel.

“ith the system about ready to start-up, Du Pont learned for
the first time (a2pproximately 3C units are in Company service)
that the wheel is m=2e of asbestos vaper. This, of course,

was disturding and resulted in a visit in April by you and
Sadine personnel to Cargocaire Zngineering Corp., the
manufacturer of this ecuipment in lNew Hampshire.

On May 2, 1378, the * and *r personnel met at Louviers to
giscuss the protlem, I displayed a sample of the wheel which

indicated that the asbhbestos was completely sncansjylated or
locked-in as the vendor claims, I then presented informatiosn
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M. C, Seward

3. Avoid rushing to buy, as a replacement, the first of the
non-asbestos containing wheels that Cargocaire Co. is
trying to develop and hopes to have available in large
sizes in 6 to 12 months. This is an excellent and proven
engineering concept for dehumidification to low dewpoints
and I would allow say two years for any new type wheel to
prove itself in service before switching to it,

4. Advise other plant users of Cargocaire units (Exhibit E)
about the asbestos wheel as suggested by D. W. Hallman.
These plants should sample their svstems for asbestos to
further confirm our findings and to provide themselves
with a record of their awareness of the matter.

If you have any questions or want me to proceed any further
than I have with this problem, please call me.

HF/cgs
Attachments
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