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D e a r  D an:

In re s p o n se  to  y o u r  re q u e s t  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  fo r  th e U .S . M i l i ta ry  
s e r v ic e s  c o n ce rn in g  th e  e x ten t o f th e  c le a ra n c e  o b ta in ed  f o r  th e  
u s e  o f g a so l in e  co n ta in in g  te t ra m e th y l  le a d , I a m  ple a s e d  to  le t  you 
know  w hat h a s  b e en  done.

In th e  p e r io d  b e tw een  Ju n e  3 and  Ju n e  I I ,  I9 6 0 , re pre s e n ta t iv e s  of 
T h e  A s s o c ia te d  E th y l C om pany , L im ite d  (L ondon), w ith  w hom  I had  
c o n su lte d , v is i te d  B r u s s e ls ,  C openhagen  an d  O slo  and  d is c u s s e d  th e  
p ro b le m  w ith the  h y g ien ic  a u th o r i t ie s  of B e lg iu m , De n m a rk  and  
N o rw ay , and  gave th em  th e  in fo rm a t io n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  
ca iw ied  o u t by  th e  s ta f f  o f th e  K e tte r in g  L a b o ra to ry . T he re a c t io n  of 
th e  a u th o r i t ie s  to  th e s e  d is c u s s io n s  an d  to  th e  in fo rm a t io n  su p p lied , 
w as  in  a l l  r e s p e c ts ,  s a t is f a c to r y .

(T he fo reg o in g  t r i p  w as m ad e  b e fo re  m y  a r r i v a l  in  Eu ro p e  fo r  th e  
r e a s o n  th a t m y  sch e d u le  co u ld  n o t b e  s t re tc h e d  to  in c lu d e  v is i ts  to 
th e s e  c o u n tr ie s , w ith in  th e  a v a i la b le  t im e . M o re o v er  i t  w as though t 
th a t  th e r e  w ould be no c o n tro v e rs y  ab o u t th e  fa c ts  o r  th e i r  m ean in g  in  
a n y  o f th e s e  c o u n tr ie s .  )

W ith in  th e  p e r io d  b eg in n in g  on Ju n e  14 an d  end ing  on Ju ly  5 , I  v is i te d  
th e  fo llow ing  c o u n tr ie s  in  se q u e n c e , w ith  re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f A sso c ia te d  
E th y l C om pany , and  m e t w ith  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  a u th o r it ie s  o r  th e i r  
o f f ic ia l  a d v is o rs  in  e ac h  c o u n try ; I ta ly , F r a n c e ,  Sw itz e r la n d , G e rm a n y , 
S w eden , F in lan d  and  H o llan d . A t th e  end o f th is  t r ip ,  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  
in  E n g lan d  w e re  in te rv ie w e d .

Of th e  e ig h t c o u n tr ie s  m e n tio n e d , o n ly  F r a n c e  an d  Sw itz e r la n d  w ill f ind  
i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  m ak e  fo r m a l  o r  o f f ic ia l  ch an g es in  law s o r  re g u la t io n s  
to  p e r m i t  th e  u s e  o f te t ra m e th y l  le a d  a lo n g  w ith , or  in s te a d  o f, te t r a e th y l  
le a d . No fo rm a l  a c t io n  o f a n y  k in d  is  r e q u i re d  in  th e  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , 
an d  no a d v e r s e  o p in io n  i3 l ik e ly  to  b r in g  ab o u t a n y u n fa v o ra b le  a c t io n .
T h e  a u th o r i t ie s ,  w ith o u t e x ce p tio n , in c lu d in g  th o s e o f F r a n c e  an d  
S w itz e r la n d , w e re  p le a s e d  to  h av e  b e e n  in fo rm e d  o f th e  p ro b le m  and  o f
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i t s  a p p a re n t  e x p e r im e n ta l  so lu t io n , an d  in  no  in s tan c e  w as a n y  d i f f ic u l ty  
a n t ic ip a te d . In  th e  tw o c o u n tr ie s  o f F r a n c e  and  S w itz e r la n d  in  w h ich  
fo rm a l  a c t io n  is  r e q u i re d , i t  is  e v id en t th a t  su ch  fo r m a l  a c t io n  m u s t  go 
th ro u g h  th e  u s u a l  c h a n n e ls  a t  th e  u s u a l  te m p o . I t  is  e x p ec te d  th a t  th is  
w il l  r e q u i r e  so m e  w eek s  in  F r a n c e ,  w h ile  i t  i s  e n t ir e ly  p o s s ib le  and  ev en  
l ik e ly , th a t  so m e  m o n th s  w il l  h av e  p a s s e d  b e fo re  a pp ro p r ia te  a c tio n  s h a l l  
h av e  b e e n  ta k e n  in  S w itz e r la n d .

I t is  e x p ec te d  th a t th e  in tro d u c t io n  o f g a so l in e  c on ta in in g  te t ra m e th y l  lead  
b y  an y  o f th e  c o m m e rc ia l  d is t r ib u to r s  w ith in  su ch  co u n try , w il l  be  p re c e d e d  
b y  a  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f th e  a p p ro p r ia te  o f f ic ia ls  o f th is  in te n tio n .

I be lieve : th is  co n v ey s th e  in fo rm a t io n  w h ich  you  re q u i r e .  If an y  q u e s tio n s  
a r i s e  o u t o f th i3  s i tu a t io n , I s h a l l  b e  g lad  to  know  o f th e m  an d  to  a n s w e r  
th e m  a s  fu lly  as  I can .

S in c e re ly  y o u rs .

.R obert A . K ehoe, M .D .

RAX ef

KE 0002910


