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Jr, Georgze ¥. Wheatley

{edical Jirector -
etropolitan Life Insurance Company _ -
Yew ¥Yark, New York T

-

Dear Dr. Wheatley: . )

I have recently been in communication with

¥r, Vandiver Brzcwn.ani the local atterneys of the Canadian Asbestss
interests rezarding the matter of your proposed investigation of the
instderce o7 tuberculosis in the Province cf Quebec. I have assured
thegse gentlezen thst 1t would be most desirabls from every standpoint

¢ one could obtain zore ec:urate information on the inecidence of
tuberculcsis in this section of Canada, The local doctors appreciate
t=at they have a problem but I am not sure that they realize hov
gericls it 1s. From the claims standpoint in the asbestos industry
I think there 1s a tendency to attribute nuch of this infectlon %o
exocsure te asbestes dust., I den't believe that this opirion can be
substantiated because in other sections of this country where there (s
puch Dore asbestosis than there 1s in Quebec, the tuberculosis rates
are not excessive., In facst in Nortk Caroclins there is less tuberculcels
in those exposed to asbestos dust than in all the other industries.

I believe it would be mast desirable Lf your
organization could estallish both male and female rates in the con-
zunities of Thetford and Asbestos ard also as controle deterzine rates
in otker industrial towns of sioilar size. This would agford the
infcernstion which is badly needed on the tuberculosis rates among trose
exposed to asbestos and provide adeguate controls. I would be very
much surprised if you found any excess of tuberculosis in the expoeed
male population of the cotmunity vhere asbestos is mined and cilled.

A bulletin published by the Ketrogolltan getting forth these findings
would do much to olarify the local opinisns on thie matter.

¥e have completed our counts on Mr, Fehnel's ssmples
of the dust taken at Manville and find that the total concentrations
ere apparently low., Most of the samples contain appreclable emounts cf
as-estos fibre and we are looking forvard to making a cocparative
study of the msterial that he will collect in Quebec in the coming

X weexs.,

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

o

Leroy U. ner, M. D.
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