
May 2, 1967

Alber t  Ft. Kolar , M.D.
Falk ir k  H osp ital
Falk ir k  P lace '
Cen t ral Valley , N. Y.

Dear Doctor Kolar :

I  am ask in g our an a ly t ica l laboratory  to  send two se t s 
of con tain ers, togeth er  w ith  th e n ecessary in st r u c tion s 
fo r  th e co lle c t io n  o f samples of u r in e and blood from 
your two p a t ie n t s.

Without exp ressin g any sp e c ia l skep t icism  on my part  a s to  
your d iagn ost ic  procedure, le t  me merely poin t  out th at  
lead poison in g in  house p a in t e r s i s  a rare  occurrence, la r ge ly  
because th ese men are  not engaged r egu lar ly  or  even frequ en t ly  
in  work th at  gives r ise  to  sign i f ic an t  exposure to  lead .
A Job th at  r equ ires prolonged "burn ing o ff" or  mechan ical 
removal o f old pain t  in  such  a manner as to  cr eate  fin e ly  
d ivided p a r t ic le s in  th e atmosphere is  ce r t a in ly  not common, 
so th at  the r e a l  exposure of th e p ain te r  to  sign i f ic an t  
Q u an t it ies o f lead  i s  h igh ly in term it ten t . Un less he i s  
gr o ssly  c a r e le ss and swallows a con siderab le qu an t it y  o f 
pain t  w ith  food, tobacco or  from oth er  th in gs th at  ar e  put 
in to the mouth, th e exposure i s  modest.

For t h is reason , I  would p r e fe r  to give no advice as t o  th erapy 
u n t i l  the r e su l t s o f the an a ly sis o f ur ine and blood are  
av a i lab le . I t  would a lso  be advan tageous from th e asp ect  
of th e urgency of any kind o f th erapy, to  learn  th e c l in ic a l  
p at te r n s of th ese two case s, sin ce th e exposure to  lead  of 
th ese men, i f  sign i f ic a n t , may have extended over th e per iod 
o f 15 years.. I t  I s more l ik e ly , I  should say , th at th ey 
su stain ed  some unusual degree of exposure recen t ly  as th e 
p r e c ip it a t in g fac t o r  In  t h e ir  in t ox icat io n , and i f  t h is  i s  
th e case th e in tox icat io n , o f i t s e l f ,  may be con sidered with 
le ss appreh en sion  fo r  th e fu tu r e . -

Sin cere ly  you rs,

Robert A. Kehoe, M D. 
P ro fessor  Emeritus o f 
Occupation al Medicine
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