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Kol rsnects of Fibergl's 3

Tre detailed trip report followms:

Keaultas

l. Assurance by ¥r, Bartley that loeal No., 1 will take
ro action before June 3 an< practicel assuranes that

the rosult wdll be m;imbu.

2. Kevelation thatl the wnion's eoncern is with the posai-
bility of a silicosis hazard and that the dermatitis
hazerd is secondary and not nesrly o important as we

had boun led to belisve,

3. Comlete satisfaction of the questions raised by the

AosIHet, section,

4s Cantact established with Krtional Safety Council and
wey paEvec for sarrying cut a helpful progrom with theo,

5. DPiscovury of the role of Defense Comisiion investipntors
in re Fiborglas materials and *Conssrvertion ef Hanpower”

progran, -

AL the requsst of Lhe mewly formed St. lLouis section of the American
Indusirial Hyglens Azsoclistion, the following OCwens-Corning repre-
sentztives reacted S, lLouls Monday, Xay 19, prepared to discuss

the heclih aspects of Fidberglas producta:

Edward Co Aes

Pre. H. %o C&q)blll
Owen porris

Tyler Stewart Rogers
.»07 Jd. Soott

Carl G, Staelin,

Present also, represszting the St. Lowis effice, were;

Gecrge Bogksr
¥ Ko Thomas
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and, representing A, G. Brauer Supply Cospany, St. Leuls narksters
industrial {nsulation xarkesters:

' Oscar Brauer
e " ¥illiaa Thoepson
Three other repressntatives,

L maite (Rooc A34L) was engaged at the Forest Park Botel, whieh was
sslectsd 2s headguariers bocause the dinner seeting of the A JJH.A.
wzs schediled in thst hotel at 6115,

S:ortly after arrivel, we talephoned
Mr, ¥illiax H. Bartlsy .

of Bartlsy & Vayfield (CHestmuy 7163). Mr. Bartley iz sttomsy for
locil Noe 1 of the Rsbestcs %arkers Union. Be eonfirned bis acespt-
ance of our Linvitsticn to hix and the menbers of ths Kxecutive Coa-
aittee of the Unlen to meet with us in the suite,

Shortly before noon ¥r. Bartley arrived with
Mr. Qus Schaitter

businesa sgent of the union loczl, and the fellowing officers and
mezbers of the Union's RKxscutlive Commities:

Mr, Garry O'Connor, President
¥Kr, Blayter, Becretary

Hr. Sadleman

&r, Poepler

xr. Brabisan

¥r. Block

And ene other

Before thalr arrivel, ample displays of beth wool and textils pro-
ducts were arranged sbout the suite, togsthar with scunted pictures
 showing manufacturing processses and spplications,

In the msantins, Mr. Amss had telephoned

Mr. R. A, mm,
Suite 17ik, Plerse Bullding,
St, Leuis - (Tel, Miia $540)

President of the Bt. Leuis Sestion of the A JJN.ke, to suggeet pre-
Bhibdt A eedure for bandling the evening meeting., Mr. Thiemann, whe is engi-
: aeer with the 8t. Lexis eoffice of the Nartfoprd Assidaxt and Indsanity

Ceampany, agreed 1o soms te the Dotel duriag the aflerncea 4o discuas
Rxhibit B the matter furthsr,
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In the meantine, too, lessrs, Strelin and Thomas visited the office of
Dr, Roy Fhilip Scholx, St, Louls surgeon who has bean weing Fiderglas
for surglcel suturing material for thres yssrs. They reparted that
br. Schols agreed to furnish us with s state=zent aboutl the results he
Md beon having with the materinl,

To Mr. Bartley, Nr. Ames gave tho greeting of Mr. Fershall, and it was
evidert thet Nr, Bartley has a high regard for Mr, Marshall, &r. Bart-
ley exphasised the favorable impression thatl Mr, larshall has &feated
upon him by his willingress to meke inforxstion swvaflable, Ms reiterated
reny tioss his statavent that his {rterest extends only to the henlil,
sapects of our materials. He was esgpbatie in his oontention thet compe-
titive propagends, actual or im lied, has no bearing whatscever on his
detsruinstiun to aske an et jeclive and disintserested appraisal of the
subject, and thal if we eculd prove $o his satisfooctlion that no ecou—-’
petional hszards Jeopardisze the haglth of workers spplying Fiberglas
materisls, be will recom.end that fnion meabara gc ahsad and work with
Filerglar ss they work wita other fasulating producta,

For appraximately two hours the grtioring was informal, Cogversatices
in grours of twos and threes and fowrs soncernad prineipally the saxles
and photographs on display. The stwosphers was ons of confortahles,
good-patured relaxation. - '

Kr, Bartley 1s a florid-faced, portly, white-baired gantleman approxisately
$5 yerrs old. BRe bas a proflsssionsl menoer and appears t¢ dominate the
lesrl business of the AP, of L, building trades in 8t, Louis, Ne has
excellent politiecal connections in Jefferson City, belng & member of
savornl gtates boards davoled tc worksra! welfarv, Re L3 sasy to talk %o,
streight forward, incorru. -tibls, The walon mazbers look to him to arif-
ealate thelir parplexities, and they regard his as thair shampion, HRis
{nfluence among thes is parwmount and his statanent that the; will act
anly on his reconzendation, sald in a matter-of-fast smamner ainua any

suggestion of pxpouxnsss er beasting, is borne owt Wy tbo scnfidence
that they meniferst toward him,

¥rils a buffet luncheon w.s being served, Nr, Bartley, Mr., Schaitters,
and ¥Vr. Anes drew apart at Xr., Bertlsy's suggestion. Mr. Rertlsy re-
viewed 1is inter st in the st ject and took froa his brief sase a merked
o0py of the resuvintion relsting to Piberglas thet appeared in the April
issus of the Asbestos Forimr, He disalissed as almost wworthy of somaent
the so—called dermatitis hasard, «iting the fast that many semest woriksrs
are allergic to ingredients of cement mixtures and have to asquire some
"xnow how® 4in handling lsat they suffer skin irritatiem, Ne stressed
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the fact thsl deniatitis £s 2 conaon sompladnt 4n many of the dullding
trades and tiat shen am {ndividusl 1s found to bs allsrgic to a mst~
srial ha ought to find a means of livelihood whers ke is net sbliged
to wyose hinsalfl to the matlerial, or stick lon- snough em & Jeb to
eondition hinclf ard develop Lmaunity tosard the saterial.

Upperost Ln ¥r. Bartley's thinking is the poseiblliity ef sm-ealled aill-
sosis hesard in hanuling Fiberpias. Ke requested fnformstioon abowt that,
peinted cul thal ne waz looklng furward to the presertatios at the b, l.HA,
maeting, end ewphasised thst he had been 4a toueh wdth Nr. Thiemann, of
wiom be had requested permission for himself and the exscutive sommities
asabers o atieic, ot with the thoupghl ef introducing ocontrovsrsy into
the meting but because be sonsidsred the mesting » good q:por’mnity to
becase inforned.

¥r, Ames {nforwed kr. Bartley thai we were looking forward Lo haviag the
union representstives sttend the dinder as our guests, Ke toek a poll

of ths rscresentatives, snc they agresd. MNr, Anes poloted cut thad tis
attitude of Lthe union represstatives and that of the A M. wers parallal
en the question of finding o.t the trus gitustics in re & poeaible Rasard,
and thersfore we were looking farward wery mush to the eppertuait} of put~
ting all facts at their disposal,

At sarproxinastely 2130 ¥r, Burtloy elled Lthe Union group te erder. Te
Introduce the subject he pointed cut to the Unlon reprssentstives that
he waa gratified that Omsns~Corning shuwld be willing to mwet the issus
with falrness and frrnkmsss, Ths resoloiion froa the Asbestoe Korksr
was read, and al that point Xr. Scolt interrupted — 0 ool the resard
strright - by resding the letter from Consolidatod Edisca to ths effect
thatl they do not regard Fiberzlas as a hasardous msterial sand know of
no e’fects delstericus to health,

The imterruptionhad & good #ffect, for it Lllaostrated that we were pre-
pared to eondutt & fromtel action, ¢ untersttacking allegstions with
docxentary proof,.

Then ¥r., Ames spoks, palnting out that although Fiberglas s x aew mat-
erial, £t 4s already basic in hundreds eof different spplionticns, Ne
sited busaritericn uses like the use of Fiberglas by Dr. Schols in sur-
gical sutures, bauttleship dnsulstion, inwr sclss for poliesmen's shess
and 04l refinery insulrilon, tracer thresds 4n surgzical speagss znd sar-
loads of glass w0l for refrigerstor fnsulalien. Es ssall sosd airplane
WSS DK ATy &N DAYY WREB,.
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He pointed outl thet it &9 right and proper that anyons met familier

with Piberglas should fncuire about bealth aspects of the mterisl,

that we had received mmercus inquiries sand had ansvered tham gll to

the satisfaction of the interrogrtors, shat insurance sompanies, state

departsants of welfars, mamifacturers, industrial physieians, safety
anginsers all wanted o knowy:

. 1

Mr. Anes mantloned Dr. Evar st dulont, Dr. Melllvaln st Budd, The
Psnnsylvenia Safe Practices Conference whiech published Mr. Kogers!?
address as Bulleton Ko, 58, Hs ealled attention to the fact that

we are not amnteurs iz the glass businesa and thst although our eospany
is eovoparatively new, it stexe fron the ressearch and development acti-
vity of two satadblished glass compenies which wore ploneers in the work
0f encouraping medical investiprtions to protect their psople agninst

" the dread disesse silicosis. He salid thes danger of silicosis wxdists

only wshers free silics is in tha air, and that when the fusion of silica
and the other siner-1 ingredients of the batch takes place, silica
becores a silicate, HKe compared this phencmsnon to whst beppens when
socius {a highly corroaivs metrl) eoabirwes with etlorine (2 poisen

£23) to mmke sodium ehloride or cocxmon tabls salt, He ecoxpered it also
to what happens when hydrogen (a highly expleaive gus) ecabines with
exyren L0 mske water, without which aan eould not live,

But, he smphssised, even thoagh it w's kiown to be trus that a sili-
eoai: hazard exists only where free silice in infinftesimally fine -
particles is liksly to be breathed, good txisiness sense told ws thet
we sho.ld anticipate questions about this versatile new glass and
datermine whether in its fibruus forn gless might conceivahly reise
an unknown hasard., Aecordingly, he scid, we enlisted the sarvices
of the nost eminent medical authority in the fiald ef lang disorders -
Dr. Leroy U. Gardner, direct.r ef Sarznac ladoretory, whose experimsnts
not enly reassursd us about the abdsence of any silicosis hesard but
made it possibls for ua to go ahead with an absolulaly alesr sonsclisnce
a3 regzards the welfare of eur own production employses and the eaployees
of manufaclurers or cosirnetors applying the mterials as wall as re-
fards any pessihle 1ishility that might Jeopardise our dusiness.
Mr. Axes glso polinted ot that cur omn group insursnce rates are low
anc that we enjoy an industrisl eowpensatien rute (95¢ per $100 of
payToll for wool worksrs and 66¢ for textlle workars) ss cospared with
$000 for sabestos manufacturers, $1.10 for magnesia manufasturers,
$1.60 slay products memufactursrs, etc, :

At Ahln point, Mr. BStaslin was imrotuoed snd dlasussed Dr. Garimer's
research,

Mr, Ames then rocapit.nhtod Mr. Staelin's ma'h, selliag stteantion te
the final sentsnoe in Dr. Gardner's reparts
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. *Trusting these findings may allay any
~ scepticism as to a theoretical hasard -
$nvolved froa the handling of glaszs

'001, I a3 s0se® |

Xr. Ames then introduced Dr., Campbell who bore testinmony to the
bealth prograr at the Bewark plant, Dr. Campbell had asseabled
figures shoming the incidence of warious kinds of disesses among
1055 production employees., He painted out that although the averzge
age of the exxloyed group studied & 31 — the age whare the inci-
dence of tuberculosis is high — there were fewer lung disorders
aponyz our people then among other average groups. He sald that

as plant physician he is much more cancerned about good housekeeping
to mke sure that ship; ing elerks do not fall froa loading docks and
bresk legs than sbout lung or akin disorders, that new worlsrs soe-
tines are toncerned about skin in;itat.ion until they becooe accustiomed
to hancling cur producte under the tutelage of alder sarloyees on the
basis of whose axperience we drafted our recoupended practices set
forth in Fiderglas Standards F 4.2,1. Dr. Campdell mentiocned Dr.
Bvens' statemant to him following a visit to the Reuwark plant in June
1940 that the difference between handling of Fiberglas by duront
en-loyess and by Piberglas employees wra one of attitude,

Dr. Campbell cited an excerpt from an article by J. ¥, ¥iller and
R. B, Sayors so "Hesponse of Peritoneal Tissue to Industrial Dusts®
froc the Amorican Ceramic Soclety's publicition Vol. 20, ¥o, 5
(kay, 1941} zerrinted from U,S. Public Health Repoarts. The article
lists glass wool among the inert dusts that ezuse no pulmonary
Libroais, :

Mr, Bogers than spoke about other minercl wools, and hs ocmpared thea
to Piberglas in regard to elsanliness and dusting, He described his .
experisnce before the Peonsylvania Safety Practices Confsrenoce.

Xr., Aoes was ealled froa the rooa at this point to mset ¥r, Thiemann,
The sonference ocotimied with Mr, 3eott presiding, and the discussion
turned into an informal question-and-answer session.

¥hen Mr. Ames returned about 5¢30, ¥r, Slayter (the wnion secrstary)
songratulated us on the wry ws had "put eut the imformation” and
assured Kr. Ames that they were well sstisfisd and "when thay decided
$0 wse Fiberglas they'd keep en wsing it until the end of time,”

Iz his diacussion in Rooa 431, Mr. Ames prevailed wponr Mr, Thiemann te
defor the Musiness session and discussioa of ocaventiom papers watil
the Fiberglas disoussion was completed. Es was persusded te do so en
the assamption that the wnlem men would becoms restless 1f they wers
odbliged Vo sit through an hour and & half ef eenvention reports. This
agroement was fertunate, for it meamt that we wers to have the sppor-
m&umurmmwmmaum sndiencse
was he .
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Appraxinstely 75 persons atlended the A.J.F.L, mesting, The growp
included plant physicians, industrinl murses, safety en/dneers,
firsuranc¥ compeny; clels agents, perscanel men from the 8t. Leuls
ares. 3Ssated at the head t.ablc wsre Dr, Cu:pbtn, Nr. Regers, Nr.
imeas, l(r. Thiexsnn and

¥ixs Agnes Radhit (proacunced RATHAL)

»
who is secrelzry of the section. She i3 an Industrial purse at
fnheuser~Susch, In the auvdience also were:

Kr, ¥illnsan, Aetor ssfety engincer

Kr. Youny, Aetna clain agent

Dr. Theodors Hanser {or Hanssr), Anheuser-
: . ' Busch plant physician) -

Ray ¥, Sseker, Anhoussr—busch pcroomnl

and safety dirsctor

Yolloring the dinner, Mr. Thiemann turned the weeting over to ir, imss,
who covered srproxisstely the sase points eovered with the waion
representatives during the aflermoon. ¥e recognised, bowsver, that
the audience wns technically minded, and we discussed the Gardner
roport in grestar detall, Mr, Staslism read the latest inhalatlon experi-
mant pro;ress report Just received from Dr. Oardnar, Dr. Carmpidell

ag in discussed the health record st the Newark plant, Xr. Ropers
discussed quality eontfol of ths batch and mads the point that Fiber-
glas mpterials are a highly refined foras of roek and slag wools with
whieh industry has besn faziliar for fifly years. ¥r. Seott spoke

of the prychulosical handieap which eur products asy beve because they
are known ¢ be glass, snd salled wpon ir, Aaes o resd the telegran
pointing sut the fact thst the Ohio Industrisl Comsission has gim

us 8 reting lower than that enjoyed by ether indastries,

mring the quﬂ.im petod Xr. Bartley ukod for ecnaenta by insuranee
eocpeny Tepresentatives on their reting and axperiance en warkers handling
glazs woal, Nr, Willman, the Aetnz man, responced, saying that rider-
glas 13 not considered s haxardous saterial and that thars is ne sop-
arade elasmification 4n which P{terzlas is put as deing a5y mote o

lsss hasardous than oether {nmlstions,

Be sald that Aetna had found the Alton amployess of Owens-Illinois te
Do sxcellent risks and that Aetos does not ecnsicer glaess mamifastur-
ing eaployess to be subject to any speeisl hazsrd., *They dmm't yequire
as Ligh & rate as for asbestos,” he sald, and slibough he was spesking
of a bottls mammfasturer, be said his yesmarks applied slse $¢ Owens-
Corning besause there is me sllicosis hasard beyohd the batesh heuss,
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¥anters of the audience were fnvited to eome to A, fellowing the
meoting tc-sse eur displry, Mr. Bartlay same and sakod for a eopy
of the Cerdner report, dited Xay 5, 1936 as wcll as Poh.2.) end
Xxhibit ¥ the Pernsylvania Bullstin, ¥o, 58, Mr., Staelin had pupplied Aim
with & #0;y eof Dr, Cardner's Interin report of May 16, 1841,
Ko told Mr, Anoe that the unicm was to have a mesting May 20, bWt
that they would taks no aotion without his reccmpendation. Al-
though he sald he was sonvinoed as a result ef our presemtation
that therse is no health basard in handling Fiberglas, he sald he
was to be in Jefferson City om Nay 20 and dasired to ehsck with the
iisscurl Departwent of Health to see Lif they bad any further informs-
tion, This wes an obvious face-zaver, Ke asserted that there would
be a declelon by the local at the folloming meeting, scheduled for
June 3, anc although he did not comuit hisself, be intimated strongly
that the decisioa will be favorabls te Fiberglas,

Dr. Hanser brought with hia to omf suite
¥r. Uplhm

) assistant genersl wneger of the Anhouser-PBusch plant, who was reported
xhibit 2 by ane of the O-ens-Corning mea to havwe asked Dy Hanser whether be
. would perait use of Fiberglas at Anhsuser—Susch plant. *I sm ecaplstely
satisfied,” Dr, Hanser 1is reported to Rave replied,

Mr, Sesker also game up, a3 343 the following:

F. X, Rooerich, safet; enginser
xhibit P Luabe rmens iwtusl Casualty Co,

John Puxsll, exief engineer
A bt Industrial Hygiens Servioce
8t. Louls Hezlth Division
59 sunieipal Courts Bullding, St. louis

Hr. Seeker's prnmdo gave Mr, Asess an epportunity to discuss with
hiz a letter which had buen handed tc Mr. Ames at dinner, The letter
was written by

8. 5. Borrell, gensral maoager of epsratiens
The Carey 321t Company, Extehinscn, Eansas,.

¥r, Borrell is a mezder of ths Mationa)l Defense Comaissisa fer the

Stats of Kansas, Ris letter asked My, Sesksr how Seeker was pregressing
on the "difficulties encourntered in the use of Fiberglas st Asdewser-Busch

e ——— - ——— e C e e —— ——— —— ———
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and whether a s-tisfactory sclution had been found to the pretlen,

It #0 heppens, Mr, Horrell's letler somtinued, that on a reest fn-
spection trip for the U, 5, labor Leparteosnt, he visited a eompany
uaing Pibterglas to insulate sexi-trallsrs being menufactured for the . . .
¥ar Departoent. (The refersacs apparemtly was to Trushsuf in Ksnsas

Qity)s He snid be had been told that two men wers in the hospital

due to an infection eaused after working with spun glass fmsulstion,
He s2id bhe had bsen told that no solution had bevn fouwnd and thst the
ooly thing they eould think of was rotate the amployees. The letter
sri¢ he had written "Mr, Guilbert™ but had had no definite answar,

anc he was surpesting that Cullbert tske wp the matter &n Washington
an: see if sooe other materinl eoculd ba substituted for Fiberglzs,
*ihis in turn,™ the letter added, ™sould be of gre't service to man -
facturers using this materisl on Qovernment tonmtracts.® The lastter
said also that he was writing *Hube Fornsy® to ses whethar he had any
dats, and it proeised to send along %v Sesker any further informatlom.

¥r, Seeker told Kr., Ames that Rube Fqrney is

Re L+ Foroney

Director, Industrial Divisian
Xational Safety Council

20 Borth ¥acker Drive
Chieago, Dlinois

and that ¥r, Cuilbert ia

REarry Oflbert (ppelling not certein)
The Pullman Cocpany
Chiergo,

Gilbert, Secksr added, is s doilu\-o-par man i the Ratlicnel Defense
Corission's prograr for the Consarvation ef Marpower in Industiry and
$3 in oherge of the Ten-stats region exbracing Kansas, :

In Chiczage Tussday moening, May 20, Mr, Ames informed Mr. I{immsTran
of this situation. Mr, Zimarman suggested that it was detter to

agprosch Mr, Ouilbert through Guatin-Hacoa, bat with Mr. Lidmerman's
approval Mr. Aoes visited Mr, Ferney, who eallad into the esanfersaes

Mr. G. ®. s
Katianal Safety Council

Chisago

Mr, Aneg did not mertion the Horrell letter, introducing himeelf Wy
meptioning his meeting in St, Louls the night hefore with Rr, Beeker,
That was se, Mr, Fernsy said, becauss the Nstional Safety Couneil
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recantly had received many inquiries abuul Ghe hezltb aspects of .
Fiberglas. he pointed cut two on his desk: ons fiom Mr, Horrell of
Carey Balt (obviously a duplic:ie of the lotur sent {0 My, Seeksr
whieh Mr, imce had scen in St, Louls) and one fros Dr. Neslitt {spel-

} 1ing uncertsin), plant physician of ¥sstinghouss in East Fittsburch.

The "eslinchouse letler had sewples of tspes and brelded sleeving
attacheu, end &r, Yorns) incicated that thé inquiry was abcul derma-
titis,

ine eonference lastec an hour 2nc thres quarters, Both ¥r, Yornsy
and ¥r. Burns maintained a constant fnterest in the sudbject, and &

thoroudch presentrtion was udc. Threc results may eome froc this
mostlins, :

1) ¥r, Forpey indicated that h: axy relsy Lo wus eorles
of the irvuiries received 3o thal we may sugpest rv;nics
to appesr in the Council's monthly publieation,

2) ‘Xbc editor of tns Councilts publiertion w1l be
intarested in obtrining a popularised account ef
Dr, Gardoer's findings t¢ appe=r thia eutuan after hs
has published his rs;ort in ons ef the medical
}om&l&.

3) BSugpestion was mede thrt we partisipste in the Sefsty
Councilts Natfonn! eonvention this October by takdng
a booth whare we ocan displsay our products and eaxphasise
health aspecta for the benefit of persocanel men and
safety enginsers who ecme to the sonvention,

(2 propeul already has besen recsived f{ros the Natioml
Sefety Council on this subject),

It i3 not unlikely that we may be abtle to enginesr a place sn ibhe
Convention progren for s discussion of tha subject.

Nr, Aaes then returned to Toledo Tuesday evening with kr, Seott.




