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}mgdrn‘u‘s.ﬂyauihrgelhem’!:m
mast smtes, when gives a reasomable op-

" portumity, have indicated that they realize

thay the alternative 10 better driver educa-
ton: is chaos and iherefdre umacceptable;
and have generafly vored to support it along
with the other factors to reduce
the accident toll. Slowly the realiration of
the imadequacy of the old method of learn-
ing to drive has penctrated to the man on
the street. He has indicated strowgly his
d&tetbaxthemmgdn\esleamdmough
fmmal instruction. This has ser the stage
n ds af acsoss the

ion for the adv of saier driving to
advance their cause,

A great deal of time and space could be
devored to a comsideration of the basic
changes which have and are oecun-mg m
the United States which will be resp

geocral trend can be kept headed in the
right direction the game can be won
Now most r ble individuals will
recogaize that in the movement to reduce
zhe.mambc:r and high cost of automcbile
accidents there are elemems other than
driver education respansible for a portion
of the progress made. I see a more satis-
factory and productive 1 recogniti
between  driver eoducators and the people
enagaged m, _the other clements—enforcement

T4 T y bodies,
and the like. There is a great need to work
more effectively wgether in achieving recog-
uitior of the mutual problems and for aid
msolvmgthqn.hstandswmsm:hzx
since all are d bartle
mrtdmauwamdaxts.aushm.tdm
monmthcendbycnopuzunxmthe

for the intreasing smture of driver educa-
tien through the '60's. But let me try to
swm it up by calling attention 1o what seeun
10 have been the major anes respousible.
F'usr. the growing ccmplexny cf the driv~
ing task: d. the icn of our

;3 the coutinued devel of
the autxmobile a5 the most practical

and of programs.
Luis du&icult for the various fimctions to
measure effectively their accomplishments;
and the gublic is entirely wnmuble 10 make
sich a judgment correctly. It therefoae
follows that littde has been gained in the
long nm by having each individual growp
claim the bulk of the credit for their

of persopal riation; the prescuce of
2 tax base which permits development of
supexﬁxghways across the nation in both
wrban varal situations; economic
growih 1o t.he extent that tnost adults have
anu:sstoandmaﬁordtodnveznauto—
mobife; d of 1 and other
regolatory means to give minimum control
of vehicle users: growth of reasonable en-
for iraious whose coutrol fras
not beent mduly restrictive. These and other
basic philosophies and develofments permit
vast growth in motor wehicle population
which is mnequaled anywhere else on earth,

I is my thought that driver education has
flourished almg with the vehicle and the

the 6ties it is casy to discern that the
general trend bas been ooe of forward
surging. Bt lwmg through the actual ex-
perience it has d that the
only progress was backward. One of the
lessons we might learn from this Jook
shead is that it is essentiai when living
through a period not to grow complacent
or to betome discouraged when progress
stems  unaccessarily flow. As long as the
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par org ion cach time there was
some improvement in the safety suatistics
Indeed, 1 view it that future progress de-
mands a more intefligent )ommg of forces
with these other groups. It is always sar-
prising what can be accomplished 25 2
result of this kind of cooperation.

\Vhilc' my foregoing discussion has been
Xarge}y in gencral terms, the remainder of
my time will be devoted to trying to focus
the old crystal ball more sharply on some
of the more interesting driver education
items which would appear to be significant
ot which are controversial enough to war-
rant inclusion.

Mtheﬁrstthmglwouldmcctomw
tion is this matter of integrating driver
education materials  into  other school
courses. The driving course of the futnre
shapes up as ome that sticks to the things
dtgtmpccnﬁartotadﬁngapasanm
t_!mrc, and relegates to other curricula the
ideas and subject marters that are properiy
theirs. We cannot make the progress that
wcnmstmzheandwntmue:opadanr
courses ox dn\'mg with matcﬂal that should
go in social stience, civies, muith, physics,
etc. This may mean igooring .the first 50
pages of some of the more popular text

txoks avatlable today, or the middie 100 for
that saxtter. The importame thing is to
unipad exirancous items from driver train-
ing course material and get it properly
integrated into the proper course in your
particular schoal,

If this means becoming more influential
with the school curriculum plonner, then
«0 much the better, if it means toking all
the iree time for a week or two to sell
wachers in other courses on the maicrial
you think they should include in their
tourse, well, this might not be a bad idea.
Jlone skilifully, as an expert reacher would
do it. it should help build respect and co-
operation that you may not have had pre-
viestsly. It «iil help swu save some time
out of the 30 precious hours ta treat
properly some vital aspects of driving which
vou perhaps had been shoning before: or.
it will help you lop off several hours of
classroom time thay is seguired in order
1w meet your next schedule There is vo
yeason that you couldn’t integrate some of
whe course material into the junior high or
even the grade school which supplies sta-
Jems 1w your high school. This would pro-
vide an opporiunity to bLroadem your own
horizons ar the same time it improves the
porential quality of the student you evemtu-
ally turn ont. Why should you ignore a
plan which will increase the efficiency of
your tcaching, enable wvou to handle more
stadents  mnre mmmtendy. and  generally
aid in building greater understanding and
sespeet Tor vour operation with your comn-
temporaries 2

One productive area for participaton by
Jdriving teachers can casily be seen without
the use of a crystal ball, without, in facr,
the uge of any aid to sceing of any kind,
1 refer to the aren of amomotive safery
equifrment.  In the past far too many
weachers have failed to take sdvamtage of
the opportunity they have of being lcaders
in their communigy-—as well as in their
classroom  — in advocating  the use by
vehicle operators of proven safety features
like scat belts, padded dash and visors, and
the other devices which can do so muoch o
prevent serious injury 1o occupanis of a
car invalved in an accident.

In my apinion, this is a short sighted
procedure for this reason: one of the few

ways the public has of judging the efiective-
ness of the curremt traffic program is by the
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to1al number of deaths and injurics resuli-
ing from accidents ench year. Hincc belts
and other saicty devices help reduce these
totals, then it stands fo reason that driver
cducation is going to get part of the credit.
A minimwm af teacher cfiurt n this area
can go 3 long way in producing valuable
resufts. T don't believe the smart teacher
is gomg to be content to s1and by while
athers in the community zet credit for
advocating  such lifcsa\'ing cuipment; not
i he intends 1o become kmown and paid

“as the local expert in iraffic safety, he

won't, -

By 1970 there will he more wchools giving
driver courses during after-schiool  hours
than a1 present. Classes hedd  after the
rc-gular schoot day is over or on Sawurday
wr in the summer make sanse tu most non-
school people who do not kwk on it as
fowering the standards but as a practical
matser of utlization of time and facilities.
Many other courses or activities of im-
partance are given at these hours with no
thought of them being mn:nﬂaﬂ) second-
ary in natore, and fn time the dn\-mg
teacher will be less sensitive to this situa-
tion than he is at presemt, It is probably
more significant that the driving course will
survive its detractors who have labeled it
a {rill, non-academic and every other name
ll\c'- felt might result in it being banished
irom the corriculum.

In the coming docade the school ad-
ministratar will constamly be tard-pressed
1o make the schunl operation more cfficient
at a constantly lower cost. This should not
discourage the teacher, who smetimes feels
that_he s the “luppmg boy in this situa-
tion, far such it not really the case. The
sound course taught by the perceptive
teacher will emerge all the sironger from
having sought and found ways to do more
jor less

Among the hadly needed activities which
will advance considerably during the next
1en vears is technical reseacch in the feld of
driver cducation. The shoddy, puorly con-
ducted surveys and studies nf the past years
will be replaced by a series of broad studies
and investigations jar more scientific and
meaningiul in terms af results. These will
be of consideruble value in explaining the
effectiveness oi driver education as well as
in developing metlusds and techiniques for
teaching courses. 1 see the need for the
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