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YUl
‘:i. maurance investigation of eleven
SECYeets ago this Company came, not
y. unscathed but with the com-
tadation that would be the pride of
SR man in any vocation of life?
ARAnirdly, because they built this wreat
PApness o help men of my kind to
*oRW-up from the ranks—at twenty
et age 1 was working for S6 a
They didn't grow from the top.
went from the bottom and grew
Py-and Goo alone knows the number
i children they have kept out of
rphan asylums, the number of women
d men they have kept awav from

b .‘;

the doors of charity organizations.
To sum up I will just use a few words
of puetry to explain to yon what was
the foundation, in my judgment, of the
Metropolitan Life Insitrance Company:

“They were manned by men with

integrity,

With temperance no pleasure could
seduce,

A meekness no trouble could arouse,

A patience ncither insult nor loss
could overwhelm,

An integrity no mencey could buy
or intercsts chan:e.”
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X0 to any of the “hard-rock’’ mines
X Uiy . of the world, in Canada, Aus
Su® tralia or the United States, the
LSty African Rand or the “big hill” in
fasutie,, Mont., and watch thousands of
gainers going to the mines where gallows
and mine houses, skeleton-like
wattuctures, stand over well-like shafts;

tapich them enter the cages which drop
Fhundreds, sometimes thousands of feet
dlnderground, and follow them to the

and raises where they extract gold,
cad, rnc or copper from the veins of ore
that thread the earth.
ﬁ;;Someoi the miners walk slowly, hesitat-
xangly; and once in a while they stop for a
. are the men whose lungs have
“dusted.”” They have “mincr’s con”
¥-=-"silicosis" as the doctors call it, because
ol she silica in the dust. Some of these
i, 100, have tuberculosis as well.

B¢ The miners work in a dusty atmosphere,
~it i3 hard to ventilate underground,
hard rock dust arises from blasting,
wveling and boulder popping. Much of
3.dust is controlled by water, which is
$u drilling and in wetting down muck

81 cInhaling the tiny particles of silica dust
IPihiures the lungs, which, irritated and in-
ofla beccme fibroid. A scar-like tissue
) which has none of the normal
wticaty of the lung. Breathing is im-
beired) and as the discase attacks both
g%, there is 2 gradual lowering of vital
er. -Shortness of breath, coughing,
of weight and weakness cut into a
: ity of work when “miner’s
con’ icosis attacks him.

Miner's con’ is not infectious, nor is
Contagious. It carries a great menace,
Zhowever, because the injured lung, to-
Lypether with lowered vitality in the whole
Webody, afford an ideal condition for the
Edévelopment of tuberculosis. It is well
2 that men wli;h dusted &mgsl are
ally susceptible to tuberculosis.

'this ha not only is the miner
ened with early death, or at least a
future, but he is a source of
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. ompany Works to Contro
Miner’s Con” in Joplin Zinc Mines

danger to others, his fellow workers, his
family and the commurity. This infec-
tion is a factor of prime importance to the
health and hygiene of tte community.

The hazards in hard rock mines are so
great that when a worker wants insurance
he pays extra for it: page 391 of the
Metropolitan rate book tells the story—
*Joplin, Mo. lead and zinc mines, sheet
ground miners; special class B; no dis-
ability, no double indemnity.”

Several years ago the operators in this
particular section, which centers aromd
Picher, Okla., and extends up to Joplin,
Mo., made a study of Group insurance.
One clause appealed to them particularly,
considering the conditions they faced n
the mining industry in the Joplin sector.
Group insurance conld be bought without
a medical examination, regarcdless of age.
Many operators bought Group insurance,
conscisus of the fact that Group policies
gave the miners a necessity which cost so
mtich under ordinary cvircumstances they
couldn’t buy as much protection as they
neecded.

Another thing that appealed to the
Joplin operators was the effective work
the Metropolitan had done along lines of
health and sanitatien. Many of the
operators bought Met-opolitan Group in-
surance, and about a yvear ago the Metro-
politan initiated a spocial health service,
a cooperative experiment similar in aim to
other investigations snade by the Com-
gany in Framingham and in Thetford

fines,

BOUT a year ag» the Policyholders
A Service Bureau learned the United
States Bureau of Mincswould be intercstc'-d
in expanding the Bureau of Mines clinic in
Picher and in making & more intensive
study of health cond-tions, so the United
States Bureau of Mines, the Metropolitan,
and the operators in the tri-State region,
combined forces and enlarged the existing
clinic. As many of the operating mines
in the lead and zinc ficld are covered by
Group policics, the Company was vitally

interested in a community health problen
which definitely affected the mortality
and morbidity of its Groups.

A memorandum which embodied the
suggestion for a cooperative experiment
reached the PrusibeEnT. “Would the
Metropolitan be willing to contribute an
annual sum for a clinic in the Picher min-
ing region to study silicosis, its effects and
to formulate remedial measures?”’

“Yes,” was the reply, and the Metro-
politan agreed to contribute an annual
appropriation of S$84HX), provided the

nited States Bureau of Mines contrib-
uted S0 and the local operators,
§16,000.

I ciinic was financed for a period of

three vears. It offers free medical ex-
amination to all the miners in the district,
Its gencral purpose is to txamine mijners
and diagnose their cases, and to carry on
cducational work tending to eliminate
silicosis and tuberculosis,

‘The building which houses the clinic
was built by the mine owners, and Dr.
F. V. MErRIwBTHER, of the United States
Public Health Service, assisted by a stafl
of Government physicians, is conducting
it. On some days they examine cighty
men, and they expect to examine 14, (00
before their work is through, ‘'wo clerks
interrogate the miners and fill in the in-
formation on an examination card,  ‘the
miners go to the NXorav roont where their
chests are Xerayed by one of the best
machines purchasable, operated by a
skilled technician. Late in the alternoon
Dr. MuriweTiER holds a conference with
the other physicians, the X-ray films taken
the day before are put on view and are
read in conjunction with the man's history
of clinical findings, and a final diagnosis
determined. Each physician has a special
field of interest in the investigations and
is gathering data for his particular branch
of rescarch.

Assistant Medical Director Laxza, who
was largely responsible for bringing the
Mctropolitan, the operators and the
United States Burcau of Mines together
in establishing the Picher Clinic, says that
the cooperation of the operators and
miners augurs well for the investigation.
““I'he miners and their familivs are prac-
tically all of American stock, “They are
intelligent, independent and industrious.
They are cfficient and individually take
out more rock than any other miners in
the country. Many of them prosper, and
it i3 a common saying in southwestern
Missouri that every miner is a prospective
operator. ‘The wages are good.

“It is to the interest of the tniners, of
the operators and the Metropolitan, in-
cidentally, since the Company has Group
insurance ou most of the miners in the
region, to have a high degree of sanitation
and good health in the region.

“Lack of funds have prevented making .
investigations of silicosis comparable to

t
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The attached memoranda relate to a project for studying and
eliminating the prevalence of Tuberculosis among miners in zinc mines

in the Joplin zinc field. You_529292£d;_12_p;1nciple, the project on
uy memorenaum to you of October QL Sy

-

%e have further discussea the matter with the United States
Bureau of ¥ines and have received from them, after this discussion, =
draft of co-operative agreement betveen the Department of Commerce and .
tne Metropolitan, wnich is the customary basis upon which the Department i@
enters into prgects of this character.

Dr. ¥right's and Ur. Lanze's memorancum of Jamuary 18 attached,
comprenensively covers tnis subject. The agreement and thet memorundum
requests an approrriation frcom tae Metropolitan for tais purpose of
3,000 &« year for turee years. TIne airect and ccllateral resuits to ts
obteined from this undertsking, in my judgment, not only wverrsnt tne
expenditure, but make it desirable. It also snould prove finsrcivlly
profitable.

I, therefore, respectfully reyuest your authorizatior to
proceed 1n the matter and to execute the agresment, after subrission to
our General Counsel,

Respectfully subamitted,

1
[é‘l [T -

A1 .
T ir% Vice~Prasident.

January «0, 1927.
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_ ‘l‘hir cenorandun is sup lezcuter; io tlr i of Sertesber T3, 1¥5 reperd- &

g het 1Ll conditions in the Jonlin lerd ord rine mining districts. The Srezidest o !

indlcited to rou his willingness to concider & definite wroposcl for tre mictenancs, %
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In cooporttion with the Burect of Mires, ¢f & clinic in this rcglen.

On December 10, 1925, Dr. R. k. Sayers, Chief Surgron of the U.S.
Burcru of Minec, visited this office and t* oguestion of cooperctive tetivitics In
the Joplin diotrict wes throughly discusred toiwcen Dr. Sayers, !r. Eriere, Dr. Lonca
e¢nd Dr. Yright. It wiz agreed thet ou his return to Woshington, Ir. Socers would
ncve rrepered ¢ contrect outlining terms on which cooperctive worlr tet—ven the Metro-
politan Life Incurcnce Compeny and the U.S. Burcau of Minecs mirht e u. ‘ertcien.

The cccupationnl disecse precent with wmuswel intensity iv the Je=iin
district is "5ilicosis or "Minerst! Fhinicie®, It has been intensivel: studied in
the pcet °” years. The firat investigetion of silicosisz in the United Ctetes wrs
corried out by Lr. Tenze, then Chief Surgeon of the Buresn of Mines, ir be Joplin
éistrict in 1915. Ister Dr. Frederick Hofimn's book on "llortalits fr < Tuiberculosis
in the Lusty Tredes®, served to draw further atiention to the genertl _vectlon of
the dust hazexd emcny industrisl workers and its relstionship to tubersulosls. Ine
vestigetions, rostly of a prelimincry roture, were corried on ©y the 7.5, .urcaun of
Mines, the U.S. Public Heelth Service, Profecsor Tinslow «nd e smnll! grouvr of assis-
tanss (U.f. Public Heclth Service) et Ycle; ¢nd Dr. Pencoast, Ir. Zeogic rnd the
Phiprs Institute grour in Philsdelphis.

Tl drvectipetive - vk hre rrée  ereccivslyr wprerc:t the fmmor ce iR
of silier-lsden durt -7 cn Industrisl hecldih Inmzerd. Suc cust not ~uly ~acuces Y
triue sllicosic. which is itself disebling - tut wlso, for reo:nenz vhleh: (v =ot yet
cut!rely cleer, greelly predirposes its vietims to tuberculosir., Tue el st deaths | o
of siners crc reported és due to tubereulesls hec served to misk the Imrerte cc of N
ibhe underlying £ ctors of ailicosis &s & predisposing causc of {iuberculeris. Cilicosis " q
is found amonj anxrd rock (metal) mirers, occasionslly tumeng cocl rirers, «nd lzo among ™
jotiery makers, cutlery mekers, cuarrymen, cubuey construclion workers irn ilew York City
ang amoup the multitudinous occupations vhich invelve grinding throuch the wse of a
pendstone o other grinding vheels. In ths light of cur cxperience in the Joplin
district with both Life and Hoalth claims, the importance of sllicosis from en insur
tnee standpoint L& apparent. Ve inisure all but ono of the larger nining groups oper<ijty
eting in this ficld, and lnsurs other proportics of this exception clsexhere. Ve havdii
nuncrous Indvstrial end Ordingry policyh “ders xho must incidentaliy “are the ,ertqq:_ﬁ’
of thig ndustt .1 situstione-.. . =~ . ‘ ' .
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cerledts wio inourred en 21l but six rmall rontr: e, ~ tolel defielt

T nL oy onen etracd premiue of $117,650, o vt oy o L,{*. Letied “."«.Gs*p.* ia
c"to t'.-:} groupe. ’ljhc fetuerisl slen s (::*,t,inu;tcd-th;t the loss
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L '.::c Mt; i s.fh e 379 of the 14 FOUrE exmoscd vere ot age DD or less
CoRe Lt A0 oY e, B, Ll 50 I0 or Lizs. The ololy rrle, spee Pl oo OF, is :
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tiwd Lhere roung miners dle witkin dlen yecrs of tlelr jrrins wndergrov .
J. the one hudred dectir or permancent tol . “3abiiiiy cleina incurred,

(2.7 decth, 29 Pur.D.) huvo teen for tuberculosis (2d) or o.uer regt .atory olse

fourtees nuve been Lo accidents, 9 of oceupnticral origin, or e .stel of 614

1l eleins lucurred ettribrteble to werking conortioens.
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Sweees dien” 3. The experience under Urouy Heelth policics 1o scarcely lecs
clszstrous. Sinee August, 1924 there have bech pliced £1 Groun Heulth coutrccts
(2 have been cuncelled) with & mean riosber of life [oers cxposcd (December 31, 1926
cr cete of cunccllotion) of 7,352; lives in force 1,485. The actusl deficit et ihe
end of 1926 wees .-11,C4L on on earred premium of {35,591. Six Group Heelth contrects .
only showed ¢ surglus. Dividerds emownbting to £937 vere reid to six Groups, including
4 of iiose showing profit.- T

The isctw:ries cstimste thet upon the T sis of trhe 1920 minimun rele Llio loss
would Lave emounted to Ii3,WF7. Alvost ell ol ithe Greuns are vow upon ¢ rate of from
£1.07 to #1.75 per 810 of xeeily benufit, but sven upon thls besis ithe estinated log: !

Y

for 15407, with precont experie 4, amounts to o,134.
e have in ¢ few years incurred = totel logm of almest U5, 0000 The rates
love been, genexclly, cdveveced. There s in sight an anuuel deficit of over 3,030
’) O 4
on lens then 2,500 lives, with the only roeal hop of betterment lying in improvement

of tihe health situctir end in the instituation a... operction of prorer mechanism -
for the control of hucith end permanent cotel diccblility cleims. e

The mining conmpun’-s in the "Jonlin Field! are eipcr to remedy tho il iion.
They have orgonized -tho L.4-Stele Lewd and Zine Procuccrs! ircropeintien which tang acoomp
1 d cxcollout renults in ihe say of cofety and wWergromd reniteblion. Thig Associa.
tion emrlore & competent ctd nell triined sefety ongineer v Lo in clerge of tho safe
cotivilties for tho district oand who heg about £0 inspuclora under him who vislt the
miren constantly and whosc offorts cre directed tounrd selety ond dunt conlrol. With
iids phise of the industriel health situction coming wnder control, firough tho in- -
itictive and ort~vprisc of the compuniecs themselves, the cooperntlive project horein
outlined bocomes «orth while.

Y
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One ¢7 the uutius of the Burcau of Mines (Dorertment of Commerce) ia to in- -,
ventigate honlth conditiona in the mining industry. For tho pust f+o yorre the Dureay-d
of lines has madnteined & modicnl office in Pleher w.dor the dlroction of Dr. Bayers ,"-ﬁ},%
with o phypicinn, x-ray ecquijmant ond a elork; the intont of tho Buresuta work lo ..
investigabivo rather thon romediul. Itp activition consist of muking phyoienal eramifie
o B TR CoaeiE L L AR . . FUERY.

-
PRt RE :
s AL e

BRI TP WG L
s iy !&‘.4:':&.*%‘.#-'4?#‘7.{em‘,&?‘i"ﬁ*‘.’g N
cena > sk u

' Jw«f....‘uq.',,,..‘.,.g- __‘T_'.‘_,.'. >

'.) - >
e ra

W , e "!;:."; ,
SR

&

790
el

DA T iy




xtiom: of minm‘a ’ inolud’m
- upon tha ragulta:of the o=
mlners and due to the t
- or two of our G

[
_v—

ﬁ EE l ' < fa. ._"-
g I—-mya of tho choat and in giving {the

act and  jorgy of Dr. lorriwether

s have broughts .practicnlly 100% of: th
Lac’ of meeng ane of pers Tnel-hav

mirors advico- banode
the part of’ the“‘“-—«»
» physicfun in charge,” ong oo
eir employees to be cmnincd
ave prcvont;cd -tho pcoumulated oxnoriance-'oi‘ this' o V’git:a 5

amimti.on, * Examiration 1a,voluntary on

%; “in the formof & h rocorus.:g:“ ‘-rdy' lates,” frcm being conpiled. ;_‘_&_ _vw
,‘” ) b 7 =7 gn_ S > e et B, m L& 37 :
T rEs—— .
The Federal Burcnu of Mjnes would _¥o, . mm the _coaperation of tm betropolitun\
3— in an eff :

that the letropolitan Iifo
o contract. (tee.

("‘ﬂt(}a- Aty ishe

d-\-AA&ao P

sround P

service to the mirers; and
-so that ve mer crystell:ce.

#

1
au

_the .)Jremx of Mines
; NRAER © 291

: et en
"'p;mil."i-. 1o

;‘.ﬁ-_.
i 4n_good shape and incraase
B the vork nithout i‘urthcr

£ gayors proposcs to 2dd anct

2. X-ray technician that he can"?.‘ind"""i!ia
27 a"yoar, but it i his mirposg {:c 0, Bupplemont;
-dtom of X-roy £ilms will invoive
" Motropolitan would. conﬁribuﬁ“

mv gt \4‘

X /‘ ,.:1'1 A

ort to control the ecriti calipituation, in the - Joplin:ficld.™

umoubtcd va.lue to the ruowledge: of tuberculos

Tl*em s"ould be & clini g:yhich physic
cluding Xirey excrt+itions, '.-*I*bqa e‘%ima’c&i“ Thet” eventunlly betyeen:15,000" and\,‘ls,
men fould be eromindd pwica a, y‘car.ﬁdvico -and help’: to_the miners_ would beidoordin
rith the L!c‘bropolitsn nursing service.wThree efini%’j result' would

, e‘xamination would prc"' n th‘é‘%n i‘rom becoming _seriously e.ffected.ﬂim of thist Fould:

‘vrould"be available to the 1%EToPo
'-mhicl“%he Folo of tha: ‘1otropolifan wouid rcc:eive 1£8 duc’

% Phys; ical ex:;fximtiona would -

n is cxanined;- and mmn‘i‘bmay Baon; deairablc; effort trii‘l*be m&mo "anact
. lavs proviaing for, thesa: exnm‘lnafionst« X0 R

which’'is also used by tho Ry WotEo

* ~ P - Y
"-" arat 'T. oy X

o It is proposedn,,. ;

Inaurmco Company and _ thc U.S. Bureau of Kitnos” cmtcr intq-;.'

wcelly renewabla anr*urlly) to carry on g health project &mong: mines %
OULhcm&, Lo tcm o-~t

- p.ojcct is to imyrove hcalth cond’itiona in tLe Joplin diotriot, 'bv giving direct heal{

'c:.ro. _-..c -purposcicfithis

to study,the varioua &Spcots of” zsilicosis and

tubercul,,gsig
our experiehce in definitc Form’ ‘and’ m}.a 'a

_ "ntribuﬁig:n:éf
id “und allicd reapirstﬁry diaer-sca, amofi

AR S

ul uamminati.onmoi‘ miners spin=

a_;g;,g‘g luded

om unerground \mrlk
4.—-'5-‘ .

%

h_ev hive': sound lungs and thc *periodin :
&}

r:‘:m!

rground working: conditionb.'""'

rience ar.dthe rcenits of

westigativc nor
ﬁtan, tmcf"fom the. basis.

~raport8 ~%o_bo. iae
ct‘g it

{nphs

" voluntary,: butiafter: about: Imlf tho ‘min

.r‘

N'}D

10 Burcau of Minoa" Lchor i3 in a
solitan nursesic 75 The 1 Buz_‘ggu wilf"p"ﬁt thin Buiiciirl,
it o au?o steiont siza ao thab it Wiil bo amplo toicorry.onid
H&; “¥on; on, kaeping i mind posslble@ W0 oxXprnBigH iHE DT
cdansto s staff cmd $7hira’ the moat compotemnt’
“Hinimm oxponditire, whil: upproximaﬁr £83000%

.

thiis,with. nddidonalitundsi T Tho. aingld;
e wltifiabely an-axpondiiiirg of#10;000 tg_ g*“‘aooox 7

,¢

73&351 Gt budpated as,fo ovm?”_ :\2" ok
: = s P, ; P B PR Y

f"

uh § "

eJ. %g{i ;sm ~ 0

é‘qé\é vk l N?l;g '
: Bﬁ' T‘"TTFYF mlh-:-




-

It is probeble that the mining compenies in the Tri-Stete Zinc und Lend
/ssociztion would &lso give finaneinl sup-ort. The Ascociztlon does not wish to
porticipate in the nercgerent of the project; tiey prefer to bo in the position
of being able to stste ty their eaployees thrt the letronolitrn Lifc Insuriice
Compery end the ofTizlils of the U.S. Goverrsent jointly cdvise them rnd their
employer 3 to do this «rd so.

The Ctete of Eunsez k8 elro éy o vested thet the DBureots o Yiwr mre<re
- +
. v

nindne Lewe cnd rezuiisticons Vor thrt stote. Dr. Trrers sioted tlot the sere cort
of ¢ rernert will te. fortheoning from Lthe Ztite of 0k1: biome . hiz rlives fiirly

el il aggyriios VLl Lt the termlistion oF owr retivition t

wiler affEnie Y pemetao
. Br. Siyero ol v, Taviar could visit Jo-lin errly In Tebrwrn to deternire
whet essistonce misit b errected fror the nirving compeniec. If such seooictencn
is not cveileble, the coorer:tlive projrct coule - rd chould, we bell . ve, ..vertie-
less, go chend. 1 ith the help of the .ctwriel Division and the Ztrtistictl Dive
isions, records iould be deviced so &s to mite poscible the collecticon of irfor-
netion considercd desiravle to neet Insurc:ce reed:.

Our past losres under Group Life zrd Heclth contr:cts hove beern great, those
under Ordinery ané Industrisl policies not cetcrmired but nrecumckbly greet wlso.
The prospective loss is lerge unless there be instituted sound meueures to remedy
responsible conditions. £ most favorzble plen of cooperstion with tle U.S. Bureau
of Mines is preserted, the cost tb be £8,030 ennuelly for threc yezrs. This would

be the most complete e fer-reiching project iz mduztri:t’. hyreiene ever mder- ) @ s

telen’in this country.

‘.’ l‘-- Jo L&!u” &oro
4sgistont Nedical Director
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TUs Lr. ®right .
G
IRC¥: pLr. Lana: : v }L/'.'l

LATE: Llerch 21, 1527, '
i s \\\

SUBJECT:  FProiress of work &t Tri-Stete Lead wnd Zipe Listrici.

I «as !n the vicinity of Picher. Qklehcur [rom the 1lth to the
21lst of M¥arch, visiting vardous wsine operstors srd scndeavoring to secure )
their participaiicn in our codperstive venture with the U. &, Buresu of Xines.
The first four dzys DLr. R. R. Suyers, Chlef Surgeon, U.S. Eureeu ol ¥ines,was
with me and I wss Ir constapnt contect with Dr. F. V. Merriwether, wio iz in
charge of the Buresu of M¥ines clinle there, and with ¥r. Ageton of the Tri-
State Zinc snd Lead Producers Associetion. The present minirg field extends
fron Nisri, Cklshome, 10 miles south of Pleher, Cklahoma, %o Baxter Sprirgs,
Kansuas, about 1£ miles north, the greates! concentration belng around Pickter.

After & preiimlnary vlsit to gome of our Groupe, a meeting waus
arranged with some of the larger operetors.s This meeting wal helc cn herch
15 at the office of the Tri-State Lead and Zinc Proucducers Associetion, and
rerresentstives of the following rires and locel orgenizstions were present:

0 The Cortea-King Erand Kining Company

Consolideted Leed und Zinc Company

Crystal Kiveral Trust i

Federal XMinlng and Smelting Company B
Beck Mining Company 9
Vinegar Hill Zine Conpeny ] peis
Bluck Fagle Kining Compary o
Anne Beaver Mlalng Corpeny Y
L. & G. ¥ining Company i
Colden Rod ¥ininy wtid Smeltinyg Cory. %)
Sagle-Picher Lewd Conjany B
Cormarce Mining Company i
Elelto Eining Compuny i

Tulsa lead and Zinc Cowpuny

Ramuge Mining Company

Americun Zine Institute 4
Tri-Stete Lund and Zing Producers Ass'r.

Both Dr. Sayers and nyself sddrassed the meeting, making ex- ' 5?
planatory stutesents and angwering questionas. We ssked for the colperation ;
of the mine operators. The response wam unanimous and gratifying, After | §oiE

"% general disgussion, the chiiresn, Nr,-Davis of the Vineger Hill Zino Cos~ .. .3
aryy noninated p comiites:to; pdifey Sith Dr. Sayerd. and rwyself to.perfec
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o representing the Interstate and ¥oodchuck Mines; Mr. Wallower, the heud of
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Consclidated end the Eugle-Flcler Interssts; kr. A. T. St. Clair Tepre-
sertirg the Federsl ¥ining and Smeltirg Compsng; ire H. C. ¥1lls, regrc-
sortirg the Golden kod Compeny; ¥r. J. A. Rctlreson, tre Comnerce':{ffrd unl
cmelting Compery; ond Ar, S. H. Davis,. the Vinegar Lill Zine Compery. To
thie com-lttee was added bir. Scott Thompson, a Elam! sttorney, who is the
Acting Chlef Justice of the Supreme Court of Oklshome. All of the above
conmittee represented Group pollcyholiders, except hr, Eendelari - {ihe
¥etrojoliten, however, covers the Zagle-Flicher properti=s atf other plross).

I travelled over the entire dlstrict.interviewing thLe yrlncipal k3
. nine operators and explaining our plans. Among others, 1 irterviemed ¥r.Dike,>

the uolden Roc Company; wr'e Culemarn, of the Commerce Conpery; ixr. Barton of

the Kangss Exploretion Compeny (St. Joseph Leud Company); ir. Filius of the

Anns Peaver Compeny;j ¥r. Childress of the Childrese Leed and Zirc Company;

Kr. Wolf of the New ChicagocCompeny and Mr. Johnston of the dzerfcsn Zine 2
Compuny . ) o )

Every perscn we Interviewed promiszed the support of his company
and there was no question but that the fact that the Metrorolitan wse actively
concerned In this venture helped to put it o¥er. I was impressed with the
general appreciation of the attitude of the Metropolitam,to whick several of
the manggersdf the laryd)® compenies referred in a very complimentery manner.
The managers ol the lour or Tive largest companies stated that they would be
slsé to underwrite the whole busiress themcelves iIf the smaller comperles were

unable to come In. -

After several meetings of the committee of five, & gencrul meet-
ing was agaln held at which plans were presented und adopted. The operuators
decided to contribute & sum equal to that.put up by the Bureau of ¥ines and
the XMetropolitsn, so that their contribution would te £18,000 s yecr, making
available $32,000 8, yeor to ca;iy on the wurk. This money 18 to te rulsed
by eesessing the companies on the besls of {3 per wun per yeur of the average
ennual psyroll, provision being made for corrections and resdjustnents at the
ernd of the year. lecessary legal docurents were prepsred by kr.Ccott
Thompson, and the next move in order at the time when I lelt was to secure
the signoture of the verlous companles to an agreement with the Tri-State Leud
and Zineé Producers Association which acts as the agent of the operaturs. The
Tri-Stute Associstion will in turn make a contraect with the Buresu of Mines
gsimilar to that now existing between the Bureau and the Metropolitan.

York will immediately be started on the conatruction of suit- 5

able quarters to house tho clinic, it being necessary to increase the sise of 3?11
the present quarters. Flans for this were drawn up by Dr. Sayers snd nyself. . kig
The' clinical ataff will eventially consist of the medicel offfcer in charge, .
stant, g1al1 Zpiy techniclian, a labofatory sssistant and two .
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clerks. It will take at least six weeks before the new querters are com-
rleted end the personnél will be steduslly increasged as c‘rnumstunoes may
require,

In the meantime the varicus companies will sl;n thelr ayree-

mert. At the last weeting of the operntors, manegers representing a totel
P N B ¥ a's Ez\“?’”‘ pez Anoxnl&mv o"u"ﬁ %hol- ‘Hﬁnv ”-nulﬁ ogome intn #)-\‘n hrg{en4
roleast

Vs Lty vy - re

ori the tasis of &¥ per nan per yeer., ' The commiftee it3eif thought 1t test
\s.fziif bho per osplte sgvesonent from §2 to 43 scothat ihoy vordd bacer. ao

tein not €0 huve & deficit and the agreerent fhereforL provides for pro
reiv relian of gurplus funds ot the end of each year,

I v;qi*éd scme of the representabive mires of the district
and £ind that underground workirg condi¥icns sre s grest deal better tharn .
they used to be, Wet drilling is now the rule, and constunt attention iR*“’
given to allay inJurious rog¥ dust and*fo the promotion ‘qf safety. The
Tr!-State Produscers Assoclsticn las & very competent safety engineer and.
Yiws about 20 men In. the varloue mines whose duty it iz to constently cheok
du st corditions. ~The fuat that meny of the mines in this district are be-
ns gradually consolldated under 4 or 5 large compaunies tends to proucte (
Lccd working conditions and Incressed atterntion to ventiletlion and sanita-
ticr. A movement 1s slso on foot to provide sanitorium facilipggs.

Dr. Merriwether has made about 3,000 examirations to dete,
ard 3is experienced In this tyre of work. He informcd me, confidentlully,
that he had recently exazined the entirs’ yersonnel o* two mines belenging
to one of our groups, totallimg 8CC men and found 28%1 tuberculous and UB%/,

%' &5ilicosis. .

I expect to visit Pizher from-time to time 2o &s to keep in.
retive touch with the weork

©

The two Metrovoliten nurses 1p Picher sre doing very good
=or¥ wnd ure very well thought of by the mine operstors. They will con-
tirue to have tteir office In the same building with thec <¢linie.




