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One in Five With PCB

By BOYCE RENSBERGER ;-
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'+ The report was one of 23 on
“various aspects of the PCB prob-
lem delivered during the week-
zJong meeting. In gencral, the re-
porty indicated that PCB was
one of the most dangerous (hun-
dreds of times more toxic than
Dp‘T. for _eumpll) and J‘nou

hlorinated bi yl, is one of
the most widely used industrial
chemicals. Various types of

are used ws plasticizers, ad-
hesives, sealants and printing
inks. They are aiso used in
pacitors, In transformers suc!
utility roles. and as heat-cx-
change fluids in many industrial
Joperations. The sole maker of
PCB in the U.S. is Monsanto,
which uses the trade name
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One Government resoarcher|
reported  evidence sugpesting
that hla)l g\e human polaul_mu;
may already carTy quantities of
PC‘ in its flesh.

There were also reports that
steps have been taken to reduce
the risk of additional quantities)
of the chemieal “escaping”™ from

. s industrial applications and
entering the ecosystem where
defects and
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as the result of burn-
ing discarded plastics and other
materials in which they are
used and through leakage fromn
mlc)‘mery in which liquid PCB

used.

1n July, 1971, for example, a
heat exchanger used in the
manufactuse of a chicken feed
suppiement leaked. PCB got in-
1o the supplement and, even-
tually, into all the chickens that
ale l{z feed. Some 77,000 chick-
ens were destroyed to prevent!
their reaching the market.

Dr. Albert C. Kolbye Jr., de-
puty director of the F.D.A.'S|
Burcau of Foods, spoke at the
Chemical Society meeting and
said that despite the widesprend
presence of PCB in the environ-
ment, the chemical was nol con-
sidered now a threat to human
health, .
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“1 think the problem Is un-’
der control,” he said. “We have’
2 very large margin of safety
for PCB as long as we avoid
undue, accidental exposures,”

Dr. Kolbye said that although
his agency’s tests showed that,
PCB was present in many foods,
the levels consumed by the
average person were only one-:
tenth as high as the maximum.
safe level set by the food and,
drug agency—3 parts per mil-
lion.

Scientists have found that for
many persistent toxic chemicals,
the risk of dumage to health
depends not only on the con-
centration of the chemical at a
given moment but on the length
of time a person or animal is
exposed to the chem

The F.D.A. apalysis of fish
showed that of 670 samples
tested, 54 per cent contained
PCB in concentrations run;lng
from trace amounts up to 3
parts per million. Eggs, the sec-

ed PCB in 29 per cent of 530,
samples tested. Cheese and
milk were the least likely (8.
and 7 per cent) of the foods
tested to contain PCB. although
in one case a milk sampie had.
a concentration of 27.8 parts
per millinn,

In another report to the
Chemical Society, Dr. Anne R.
of the Environmental
Protection Agency's Office of
Pesticide Programs, said there
was now substantial evidence
that many human beings have
acquired levels of PCB in their,
tissues.

The tests were done on fatty
tissue removed from 637 per-
sons either during surgery or
at autopsy. The samples came
from pcrsons from 38 cities in
18 states.

Just over half, 50.7 per cent,
contained measurable levels of
PCB, the concentrations ranging}
from trace levels to 16 parts
per million.

7L

: SEP 7 RECD

FROM THE DESK OF:

E. V. John

Stohr

Corey
Papageorge
Bergen
Wheeler
Stapleton
Easley

A. Marsh

. .
. oo

.

MR GEn RN

GCETONW XD

A3SB
B2SL
B2NA
B2SL
A2SA
B2SA
1920
5040




