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PROCRESS TOWARD INDUSTRIAL HEALTH IN 1955

The investigation of the potentlal and sctual hazards to tho
hoelth and weil—being of the peopls who perfénm the uvork in’indus-

- tyial organizatlons continues to be the foundation om which the

structure of modorn industrial medicine is being built, The ine
creacaing volume of publlshod reparts of such investizations cone
ducted in laoboratorles and ﬁadical groups within industry, in
zovermaental agencles, in universities and in prlvate‘research
organizationa‘teatifies to the rrowth of the armamﬂntarium_of
preventive medicine in industry. In viow of the greaﬁ bulk of

the incomplete and ung ublishod work of this type,\and espoclally
because of obstacles of many kinds that delay and cometines pree-
vont the publiczetion of clinical, epidemiologlc and toxicologlc
informotion, tho appraisal of the progress made u}%hin;any calonday
year 1s almost Iimposslble, Cortainly this camnot be done in a
realistic mannor by singling out a few of the contributions to /
the yoar's crop of scilentific publications, The published material
is the principal tangible produst, but in a relatively ncw fleld of
scientific ondeavor, the increase in the quantity and in the gan;
eral quallity of the product is mpré.likaly to be & valid index of
progress than is tho individual éontributicn or discovory, unless
the la tter 1ls of such epoche-making character as to require no
-unusual wisdom for 1ts recognition, What is more to the point of
these remarks, progress in a developing fleld of professional
practice nay be represented most significantly by the ripening
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of a concept within the primury and ancillary groupa’inyolved
in the general uifbiplino, whcreby (rowing knowledge flows
stoadily and viborouslj through the avenues of professioncl cducciion
into tho covrmunity or sogmont of the conmmnity that hes been prepared
to glve 1t applicetion. | |
ihe type of progreas envi&aged ebove 1s the outstanding char-
scteristic of the year 1955 in the ficld of industriel hoolth. It
has Hot como cbout within this one yesr, nor 1s 1t, in any sonso,
complete., Certain aétivitiaa of recent yoars have taken definite
form within the yoaor, however, providing conventlenal landmarks
which may not Le disregarded or taken lightly. Of these the most
gymbolic is the effilietion of Occupatlonal ﬂedicine with Aviation
Medlcine and Publle Health within the Amcerican Board of Preventive
Modicine, which wes anproved et the last meeting of the Amerilcan
Medlcal A»sociatﬁgn in ftlantic City in June. The signifilconco of
this affiliation lles not 80 nuch in the irmediate avent as in the
manner of its accomplishmont, the validity of the cleim made by
industrisl physlclans that occuyétionai-madicina is a speclelized
Tield of medical lmowledge und practlce, and the promlse which the
anccorplished fact holda for the future of the specinlty.

Behind the recognition of the_gpopialty by the Councll on
Modical Education cnd lospitals of the American Mudical Association,
and by the Advisory Board for the Medical Spoclaltles, lles tho
developnment df & sound core of professionel training in a number
of schools in this countfy and abrbad, by means of wvhich, niore than
by any other criterl&, the nature and scope of pccupational Mol
icine (comaonly spoken of as industrinl modicine in its limited

application to industry, as differentliated from its peneral concern
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with the impact of man's cccupatlon upon his health) came 'to be
dofined, Dack of this trainin}'_-;, too, lay the atill crowing aware=
ness of industrlel physiclans wrd modical cducators that the
Lyrienic nocds of ouwr industrial zocloty demand, i‘or.thaix' satis-
fection, the application of a new brand of preventive medicine;
that, without abandoninz the disciplines and techniques oi_' p_r,e‘veim-
tive madioine' which have served the oomunity wali in the era
characterized largely by mlercblotic threats to human hoelth,
~ there 1s urgent need to cultivate the new‘méthoda of & preventive
medicine that will bring under control the hazards to health
created by man's epplications of the physical eciences to his
dally 1ife. 7he palliatlve 6hgracber of industrial medicina, :Ln
its carlier preoccupation uilthb'the' tra_étmen’é, oI-'.;‘ch'e ‘end results
of human eprawe to .dangerous envirommental conditions, and with
 its emphasis on disabllity and vorkmon's compansation, is giving
way rapldly fto the viewpointas and tachniqueé of 1n§ustrial ‘ny@iéné 2
cavirommental appralsal end control, and rehabiliﬁation. The :
g‘ltinmte socinl and-economic consequences of this change in viewe
point and strategy can only be imagined, but they begin to be
_apm rent, |
| The effecta of the new orientation of industrial medicine,
now potentiated by formal profesesional sanctlon, msy be expected
to find their way into gemeral medicel practice, by virtue of the
growing domands made upen physiciam generally_to spend some part
ofvthair time in industrial practice, especiﬂly in small induse
tries, Approximately half of the Amorican wosz force 1s employed
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in such‘1ndustfieé, and tho almoat uttor 1gckvgf proeventive
nedicine within these thousands of establishmonts is an out-
standing problen of industrial and comznrmlty health, American
nodicine hos shown groat capaclty for responding to clear calls
to duty, cnd it is to be expocted thaf the new kmowledge of
proventlve mediclne in industry will finﬁ expression and appli-
cation throwh spproprlate empiasis on this aspact of the tralne
ing end practice of physicisns. 4 hopoful sign of progress in
this direction has been manifest in the consideration given to
this subject in rocont months in conferences of practicing phy-
éiciuns end modical educatorse.

The recognition end the dsfinition of occupational medicine
os a specialized fleld of medical rescarch, training and practice
haog evén vider potential consequences, howover, than those sug-"~
gested above, It has been apparent, recently, that mndéfn indus-
trial production and distribution have altered not only the en-
viromment in which the work of the world is done but also thé
physical besis of moderm life. The hazards of industry show then-
| selves on siroets and highweys, and Lind thelr way lnto mants
food and water supplies aud Into the ailr he breathes, in the
form of chermical contaminanbs;'they invade the household as the
rmachinery of comfort snd convenlence, and as chemicalg that find
a wide range ol usage. <The ovidence for the reality of these
hozurds is soen in the high incidence of fatal and dlsabling
aceldents, ospecinlly on the highways and in the home, In the
latter conncction, 2 noew mechanism for the distribution of pere-
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tinent information in cmergency has come into existence, as a



vsign of the times and also as & slgnificant note of progress, in
that "poison centers" have been and are being set up in a2 numbey
of clties. These are in readiness to convey to physiclans the
cvellable informétion for the prompt handling of éases of accldene

tel poisoning now so common, ospeclially among small children,



