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Monsanto Co. to halt PCB production in 1977

ST. LOUIS (UPI) ~ Monnnto  Co., the nation’s leading supplier of

polychlorinated biph

enyl, used as an electric insulator, said

’Pua-d.y u’ would lop producuou of the clmulcnl by Oct. 31, 1977,
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decades and the chief U.S,
supplier of the chemical, said today it
would withdraw completely from do-
mestic production of PCBs by Oct.

- 38, 1977,
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tute materials for PCBs which have
i been used since about 1930 as electric
insulating and fire resistant fluids but
. in recent years have been found to

" Monsanto announced last January

“'it planned to withdraw from PCB
7 production but a definite date was not
« set. The company said it would wait
in the electrical Industry
could gear up to use sub-
in products such as capaca-
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A Monsanto spokesman said about
* 20 employes were Involved in the
company's production of PCBs at its
William G. Krummrich plant mesr
East St. Louis. Total employment at
the piant is about 1,500 and 0o layotfs
are anticipated as a result of the PCB
hait, the spokesman said.

Monsanto produced about 8 mil-
lion pounds of PBCs a year before
1971 but as their environmental ef-
fects raised concerns and their uses
became more restricted, company
P T S
or consumption,
according to the spokesman.
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