July 15, 1936

Dre. Grahanm Edgar

othyl CGasocline Corporaticn
Chryosler Bullding

Tew Jork City

Gew York

Desr Dr, Zdgar:

I have your letter of
June 5th enclosing correspondence concerning the case
of alleged lead polsoning in Lawrence, Xansas, No doubt
7ou have Dr, Sandors! reply of June 9th,

Yesterday I called Dr., Jonss
aind after some conversation with him, found that he was
very skeptlcal of any influsnce which load may have played,
and qulte open %0 conviciion that lead was in no sense
Tosponsibla for this mantls llliress, I sent him some of
tho litorature on the subject and offered to carry out
a2nalyses which would determine the question of lead
cmposure, if he felt it desirasble, I think this will 2one
clude the case from the point of view of the physiclian.

I am attaching herewith s
lottor written to Hr. Spess of the City 3Service Cil Company
in regard to the matter, as well as a copy of my lsttsr to
Wr, Dorge. '

Very truly yours,

RAK:1s Robert A. Xehoe, HeD,

KE 0021884
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Tre le FPenficld Jones
Taprense
Hanooas

Doar D, Jonest

I am fulfilling the pronmise made in
cur tslephons conversatlon of yeaterday by gendling you
o geries of arbiclea which have to do with the zroblem
2f lead ahsorpiion in relabtion Lo leaded pasclinocs as
well ag an article of ny nmasociatels on gasocline dormatitis
vhich 7 think will be of considereble interest Lo youe

T enll your abtbtentlon spocifieslly to the
diccugsion and the cgihbatiin of all the literature on the
subjact of Bthyl Uasoline in gn article entitled " An
Acprainsl of tho Lead lagards Aasoclated wiifh the Distrie
>abtlon and Use of Gasoline containing Totmelhyl lsad -
Tart I 7 ghich was jublished in ths Jourmal of Industrisl
Iysicne in March 193k, 4An articls on the some subject -
Tart I - glves rather crucial svidence, I bholicve, of the
lack of loed exposure aszoclabed with €t he hamdilng of
sasoline at fliling stationge

I thinlkt I noeod say no more than ia
discugsed in theso mrticles cother Chan to repeat Lo you
what I said in ocur telephone conversatione Load in gesoline
hag been in contimuoua dlstrilution in this ¢ity and in o
fow neighboring cities aince 132Ls e have had occasion to
study a mumber of men under conditliong of exposure during
this ontire porlod, end as you can well see {rom tho erticles,
wa have investipgated this subject over a wide arca. Not only
kave there boen no cases of lecd polsonirg in many of the men
whom we have seen, but there have been no evidences of lead
absorption as shown by an elovated lead exoretion., It is
ny honest opinion that the handling of leadad gasoline is
not more dangerous from the foint of view of lead absorption
than 15 the handling of any other type of gasoling. You will
perhaps reallize that in thils country and in foreign countries
thers must be at least half a million people engaged in oCoue
pations in which they have more or less conitimiocus oxposure
to leaded gasoline, The absence of lead polaoning over a
period of now more than ten years can not be regarded as
fortaitous therefore, ‘ a
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Dre 2onfilold Sonoa

In looking over the record of your
physicel ouanmination, I can nobt s6e any evidence
Indicativo of lead svgorpblones I emy therefore; oone
strained to feel that your case was one of rore or leas
characteristis gasaline darmatlitis with recurrente on

'”scurﬂsnt exsosura, Ag Lo the Xeray {indings in the
onesy I thinit you are qulte safe in dlaregarding these
as ovidence of lead absorption aince even in the hands
of experinmental workers on subjects with known load &Xw
posure, 1t has not been found posaible to demonatrates
radiographie avidence of lead adbsorption in the skeletona
of adultse Xwray findinge among childresn are very ussful
and very slgnificant, bubt this is nob the cass In adults,

Despite whmt I have 5al1d above, 1f you
ora otlll convinced that thers were gome evidences of
lsad abaorntion in the case of thils ran, I shonld be
nlag if you would say so, in which cese ve can investipgate
tho facts further by a aguay of your patientis load exe
crot*on. I yom should wiah %0 heve certain analyaes mede,
lot me lmow ab onoe ond T will send you tho necessary CONw
Sainors for obteining aa”plea-

Yery truly yours,

}?ﬁ}::is : ﬁab@rt ﬁlqs Xﬁh@@. \3050
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July 15, 1 936

Mr, Warren T, Spies
City Service 0il Company
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Spies:

Your lsetter of June 30th addressed
to the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, 310 South iMichigan
Avenue, conceming the lllness of one [
of Lawrence, Xansas, has been referred to me for reply.

You are doubtless aware of the fact
that contact with gasoline on the part of persons with
susceptible skin may result in the production cf a
dermatitls, After examining the report of Dr. Jones
on this patlent, it seemed rather apparent to me that
Mr, was suffering from such a gasoline dermatltls,
There was nothing in the picture to indicate lead absorption,
and moreover, skin irritations are in no sense of the word
characteristic of injury due to lead., In view of the
essentislly negative elinical findings, I called Dr. Jones
on the telephone and dlscussed the case with him, polnting
out the lack of evidence of lead absorption and expressing
my own opinion that the X~ray findings in adults are entirely
without meaning from the point of view of lead absorption,
I found Dr. Jones rather skeptlcal of the signlficance of
lead in this case, and I believe my conversation left him
convinced that lead was in no sense to be blamed, I have
taken the trouble to send him some of the literature on the
subject which discusses the points of interest in connection
with cases of this type, and I expect to hear from him as
to his final conclusions in the matter, I fesl quite certain
that Dr, Jones will conclude that lead poisoning 1s not a
factor in this mants 1llness and I trust that this action
will bring this case to a conclusion. If there are any
further questions which I can answer in the matter, I
shall be glad to do so,

Very truly yours,

RAK:is Robert A, Kehoe, M.D.
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