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My 26, 1965
Lead in Atr

Ve have nov had an opportunity %0 reviev in more detail
the Public Eealth Service Publicatica Ko. 999-AP-12 entitled
"Survey of Lead in the Atmosphere of Three Urban Communities®. As
eentioned in our previcus announceaent to you, dated April 28, this
report covers one of the most intensive air pollutica studies ever
conducted anywhere. Data froa this study effectively corrodborate
earlier findings that the amount of lead in the atmosphere {s very
lov, and as such 4oes pot constitute a public health prodlem in
air pollutica. The findings confiras and add to those of the
Rational Alr Saxpling Metwork, revealing no increase in the coocen«
tration of lead in the atmosphere in these three cities in the last
five years. In fact, data indicate that in Cincinnati the trend
bas been dovnvard since 1946, .

Recognizing that eavirommental data alcoe have limited
validity as far as pudlic health {s concerned, the investigators
included a husan saxpling prograa in the study. The results of
these diological sazplings shov that there has been 00 significant
sccumulation of lead in the hunan dody. Blood and urine specismns
snalyzed for lead were collected from groups of the population W
have high, dut non-occupational, exposure to lead. These groups
included traffic coontrol police, letter carriers and long distance
comviters vis frecvays, all of vaom had been involved in these
activities st the sone locatico &t lesst five years., Mesn dlood
lead values for these groups, expressed in ocg. $, (micrograms
Of 1ead per 100 graas of whole blood) renged from s lov of 13 1n
Philsdelphia to & high of 31 in Cincinnati., Accepted Dlood lead
%mlssuuu for occupationally exposed individuals are from

to 60. *

In & 1iaited study of persons vith chronic diseases, no .-
effect of these dineases On the Dlood lead level could be demone
strated, “he rangs of pean dlood laad values for the chronically
111 suffering from reapiratory, liver, dlood and done conditions
was from A high of 2% to & lov of 1b meg. .
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A sumary of the study was presented dy J. N. Ludvig
of the U. 8. Public Health Service in Houaton, May 7, at the
Annual Mesting of the American Industrial Rygiene Association,
and vill be reprinted {n an early issue of the Jourmal of the
Aperican Industrial Hygiene Associatica.

Because of the importance and timeliness of this

report, ve Are taking this mceans to presest to you same of the
factual data contained therein. No pudlic distridution of the

r.vpartbumm-h. -

Don G Povler

Director of Bealth and Safety
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