March 19,1936

Dr, W. B, Obetz

The Industrial Commlssion
Columbus

Chio

Dear Dr. Obetz:

I am enclosing herewith a series of

reports and extracts of reports of examinations made on
James Hemblin, who has been under my observation for a
pericd of several months., The illness of Hr,
hasg been an unusual one and it 1s not easy to determine
its proelse nature. By reason of my Iinterest in the problem
presented, and also because I have wished to clarify the
diagznosis and to do something for bthis man, I have recommended
hosp*talization and consultation advice. But for his hsving
been sent to me, the case would certainly have been dlagnosed
finally as lead uaison*ng, and he would have been cumpensated

‘that basls, Accordingly I have consldersble hesitancy in

g an opinionwhich may have the effect of depriving
of compensatlon., I may also poilnt oub that the
medical expense would have been borne by the
COMﬂiSSLOﬁ if it had been incurred after their acceptance
of the ecase as one of lead intoxicabion. Since this would
have occurred but for my interventicn, so to speak, it 1s my
feeling that this man should be glven the benefit of any doubt
which may ekist in the minds of the Comission. Moreaver; 1t
would ear that the ‘hospital b1ll and the consultation fees

Srein : charge for servlices rendered to the

ir tn canfbe allowed legally. In suggesting
ce of such awards, I rust disclaim any interest
r for myself or for the services rendered
nce what we have done has been in the
e lnterests. The hospital expense,
L was incurred on my recommendatien,

a8 B ry‘in arriving at a conclusion from.the
vibw of lead absorption, 1s & matter of some diffi-

point of
Gu].ﬁyt

Very truly yours,

RAK:els Robert A, XKehoe, u,D.
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The Industrial Commission
Golumbus
Chilc

Desr Dr. Ohotas

I am enclosing herowlth a gseries of
norite and oxtracts of re; mxts of ezaminations meds on
3 sho has boen under my abservatian for a
gerieﬁ of soversl monbhg, '“ne ilinens of Hre
- has besn an umuasual ong and Lt 1s not casy %o TN
‘ts pracise nature, Ly “baacn of my interest in The problem
presented, and also because I bave wished o clarify the
‘diﬁ“nosis and to do 3amet%ing for this npan, 1 have reooommended
hesn*taliza**an and consulbaflon advise. Bab for his having
been sent to me, the case would certainly have been diagnosed
finglly ag lead poisoning, a&ﬁ he would have been c»mnsruate&
on that basia, Accordingly I have considerabls hes*tancy in
arriving at an oaia*ausshicﬁ may have the efféet of depriving
Hr, Hemblin of compensaticne. I may also poilnt cut that the
hesplital and medical exponse would have besen borne by the
coﬂmisa;aa if it had been Incurred efter thelr acceptancs
of the camse am one of lesd intoxicatlion. Since this would
have occurrsd but for my interveniion, szoe to speak, 1t is ny
feeling that this man should be given %the benefit of any doubb
which may exist in the minds of the Comisaion. Horsover, it
'maald‘aﬂﬂear thet the hospitel bill and the consultatlion fees
cons tute an equitable charge for servi ces rendered to the
Qo aaian, 1f they can te allowed legally. In susgesbing
ho allowance of such avards, I rzust disclaim any interest
i comnenaatiaa olther fon mysell or for the mervices rendered
by ”‘Qﬂrlﬁﬁﬁ“&ﬁﬂﬁyg‘ﬂinﬁa vhat we heve done bas been in the
ling o pur investigative Intereats. The hospital expeuse,
othor hanﬁ‘ which was incusred on my. raaammsa&atﬁan,
tch was necessary in arriving at a conclusion from the
'of view of lead ab&sr&t&en; 1s a mabtter of some diffie

Vory trmly yours,

RAKtls Hoert A. neloo, Wel.
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Azes 27
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Patient became 111 on Octobor 21a3t,1935, and was sent to ‘
hospltal October £2nd, at nisht, remaining there until Octover 25th,
Yas seen ab Kettering Lab@rrtavy Fovonbey éﬁ& &t anich time the
examinstion as described in the aﬂsenéaﬁ shedtes was made,

' fle-was sesn agalin on Novend ver 15th, at which time the
elinical pleture:was essentially unchanged, Some improvenment began
to take place shortly after %%ia, and he was seen fregnently in varying.
statos of slow improvement ower o perlod of weolks until he was sent o
tho Pseé usna,iﬁan Hoaplial for further stady on Deécember 20th, 19%5.
During this amhulatéry peripd ond daninb the subgsguent sbay in the

hospi _bhe lead sxcretion was watched, both under normal conditlons
and w _varfons types of therapy desizmed to promote lead sxereticn.

urine samples and lé‘feaﬁl'a&mﬁlas were examined. At no bime
stnormal ﬁuaﬂuiuias of lgad fﬂaﬁa in the cxgrobta or bloods

Varicug cansuiﬁaats heve rendcored opinlong and have preseribed
treatment, as noled wn the appended ragarta. :

- In order to Torm a judgment as to the potential magnitude of the
lead exzmposure experienced by, the y&t§”ﬁ§, the plant in whlich he was
working at L%e onset of hic illress wes visited and aubjseteﬁ to deballed
examinatlon. ﬁmang‘hhe portinent facts established by the aﬁamasaLion,
the Palzbw ing arc of gresbost imﬁﬁ?ﬁ&ﬂﬁ&q {1} The meon engaped 1in the
seme work as n&mhlin,‘had besn ewﬁleveﬁ as Jong or lenger than he, and
had axparﬁaneed no symptons, end geve no clinical evidence of siﬂnif4cant B
lead abqb*ptian. (a)*ﬁn air 1lne mesk veabilabing sysbom used b; this
group of mon was in zood wor : vgrder and wss so designed as Lo prevend
the possibliity of slgnificent echbomination of the ads gupply with lead

dustg. (3} The ﬂenaﬁal hyslenie ponditions of the plant wers suchas teo
safoguard the men a ] 3 Sypes of load exposure. i

outine blo: s on on, checked in this laboratory, failed
to indisats the éxist"‘_ gnificant load emposure.

Discuseion of Oase

The sympionmatology abt the onseb,; and the g&yaiael findings at the
initlal eoxamination were not convincing evidence of lead intoxzicablons
In the absence of blecd changes, ond wlth the scute onsed and the nource ~
logical fiadings, 1t was neeasaary to postulate the abasorption of considerable
guantities of lend, if tho latter were the caunsablve factor, The lack of
ovidence of siznificsant exposure, and the fallure to find an abnormal lead
- excretlon, dianrnve the occurrence of any consliderable lsad ebsorption,
(Attontion %3 called to the fact that the blosd and urinary lsad were
analyzed on Hovembes lLith only 2 weeks aftor the onset of 1llness and the
cessatlon of the expcsure. In cur expericnce the bloed and urine lavels
remain elovated for weeks or months after ths cegsatlion of suverseaxgesurai
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-'On the other hand the patlent maintéled an slevated
temperature over a period of weeks, and gave other evidences of an
;nfacpim&: rocess m f;he upper Z*ap,{ﬁ xw%;ery)ﬁ mnt.. Zhe ﬁxmt@ms

Robert A. Rehoo, H.D.
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