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We must therefore reflect on the current draft of EU POP amendment on PFOA which will create new 

obstacles to the European production of protective textiles, particularly masks of all types, gowns and other 

medical textiles. 

The derogation under S(e) for membranes for medical textiles does not cover masks and gowns which fall 

under the scope of Regulation (EU) 2017 /745 and face a significantly shorter transition period in new 

derogation 9(a): from initial 2032 to December 2020. 

To face an unprecedented public health crisis and to facilitate, instead of jeopardise, the European 

production of protective masks, gowns and other medical textiles (both woven and non-woven) with the 

highest level of performance, EURATEX urges the European Commission to grant a derogation under EU 

POP amendment on PFOA for: 

protective masks, gowns and other medical textiles until 4 July 2023 

Trusting on your full appraisal of the needs expressed above, we remain at your disposal for further 

discussion and any clarification you may need. 

Sincerely 
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