December 7, 1972

Dr. Clifford M. Hardin
Vice Chairman of Board
Ralston-Purina Company
Checkerboard Square

8t, Louls, Missouri 63188

Dear Dr. Rardin:

Becauge of our mutusl concern relating to the possibility
of unintended presence of polychlorinated biphenyls in
some industrisl hydraulic fluids it sppears appropriate
that we review at this time the findings of our reepec-
tive laborstories.

Attached is a tsble which susmmsrizes the current infor-
mation available to Monsanto. It is encouresging to mote
that, degpite the sophiasticated snalytical procedures
required and the slight differences in methodologles
ermployed by the two laboratories, simillsr results have
been obtained.

The results also indicate thst Monsanto's reserve samples,
Ralston-Purina's Sparks, Nevada sample and the ssmple

from & sesled drum randorly selected frozx inventory in

a8 public warehouse are all free cf any polychlorinated
biphenyls. On the other hand, the presence of polychlori-
neted biphenyls in samples from the other Ralston-Furins
locations is disturbing.

We have reviewed our available records to determine the
types of 0l1d formula Pydrauls delivered to Battle Creek,
Michigan; Mechaniceburg, Pennsylvania and Sparks, Nevada
in the past. These records reveal that four drums of
old formulas Pydrsuls were delivered to Sparke, Nevada

in January, 1972 and returned unopened in June, 1972,
Significantly, the semple of new Pydraul from this locas-
tion has no detectable polychlorinated biphenyls. The
polychlorinsted polyphenyls identified in the Bsttle
Creek, Michigan and Mechanicaburg, Pennsylvania sswples
are the types gssocisted with the previous Pydraule used
at these locations. '
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Dr. Clifford M. Rardin -2 - Deceaber 7:, 1972

After seriously reviewing this inforsation it is our
considered opinion that polychlorinated bviphenyls detected
in the eamples analyred were not contasined in shipments
of our new formulatione but were introduced by some means
of contamination, perhaps in the saxpling or amlyticel
processes, We wanted to relate our findings and cpinion

concerning them to you.
Sincerely,

¥W. B. Papageorge
Hanager
Environmental Protection
WBP/bt
Attachment
ec: C, H. Sommer
C. P. Cunningham
W. HE. Corey

bcec: J. F. Stapleton .
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