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The ANMIEICAN DCTURPLATIONAL MEDICLEL ASSOCIATION it the new name of the former indue-
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srich Medicel Lzisciztion,  The membershin of the Association veted the name change aof its an-
\ . ~ \ - -_ ~ . .»
butimess meefina held in Bsl Sarbour, Fle., Moy ] The new name reflecrs the brooder
s ’
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I bu e
ieid of activity in which its members are enooged, a and designates the organization cs one nzo-
i i o C. Craig Wright, M.D., Mancger of Health Services and Medical
oroorztion, Rochester, N.Y., who jook office ot the meeting as the organ-

While the Zssociciion hos members'in 25 couniries outside the Norih American continent, 1t is
orimerily an American orgonization, he soid, and added thet its members are practitioners of
medicine os it relotes to the health of workers —-- not only in industry, buif in many other arecs

such o5 cchools, hospitals, stores, banks, peolice and fire depcriments, insuronce ond transperiation
componies, eic,

Surgeors, the nome by which it wes known for 35 yeaors. In
.
Industrici

The Asscciciion wes croanized in 1916 os the Americon Associction of Industricl Physiciars and
19571 the name wos changed

.
i
Medicel Assoziction, which was ifs title for 23 more years until the present chonge.

JUNE 25 FOR HEARING ON PROPOSED PERMANENT STANDARD EOR VINYL CHLORIDE

t vinyl chloride? The Occupstional Safety and Health Administraiion
has scheduled an informal hearing to begin on June 25 of 9:30 a.m. in \/\/"vsl’ﬁngfon, D.C. to
heor dota, views ond arguments conc ermng its proposed permanent standard of "no detectoble
hich wes oublished in the Federal Register on May 10. Whether a standard this re-
strictive iz necessary will be debeted, and the ouicome is crucicl.  The chemical and plasiics
industry questiors whether it can survive under these conditions. While similar arguments were
heard with repord to the permanent standords for 14 corcinogens which became effective February

en oation is comsiderobly more grove in view of the present production of vinyl
chlorice which exceeds seven billion pounds per vyear.

11, the curr
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+het the British consider operating with vinyl chloride ot less than 5 ppm
N .ﬁ\C:ording fo an article in the Moy Z7 issue of Chemicsl and-En
i f the U.K.'s Chemical Industries Associciion's specicl committee on vinyl
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vltimate (vinyl chloride level) for most exisiing plants is 10 pom. MNew plaris

modern technology might achieve 5 ppm." He o ooad that amounts below this "cre

NA gomrmns b L L . . -
Mecnwhile OSHA showed its corcern bout the oroblem by publishing on April 24 o notice of
' nvironmentel impect stetement on vinyl chioride. OSHA recueste
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May 17. It would be interesting to krow' how much pertinent daic were
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workers! mecih ic the primary gocl of ¢!l zoncemec, but o what degree vinyl chil

contrailed o cmsure no harm o workers i
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of the vinyl chloride moriomer would have to be lgbeled "cancer suspect.”  If f
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required would ooply 1o the fabrization monufacturer of polyvinyl chierice or

considerable import on the whole ouestion is the rcx'vcil“y of polyvinyl chioruds. Disturbing re-
- - e e, . Y .o ) — )
oorts from Zurope indicate thot it moy be carcinogenic and/or ¢ prieumoconicsis ogem.‘ This foo
. ' . ; ) 1 X . I - A ] . ' L R
will undoubtedly be brought up =t the hearing., The decisions reoched will hove grest import o

the chemical industry os o whole, not just to the manufacturers and fabricators o \
and polyvinyl chioride. Any person desiring to participeie ¢t the hearing must file o notice of
intention to oppesar with Me. Joanne Goodell, Atrtn: Dockst OSH-36, OSHA, 1726 M St., NW,
Rm. 200, Washington, D.C., no later then June 17, 1974.

The proposed permaonent standard of "no detectoble level" wos published only about o morth
following promulgation of the Emergency Temporory Stondord of 50 ppm. |t wes based on infor-
mation and dofo presented April 15 to representatives of OSHA, the Nationel Institute for Oc-
cupational Health ond the Environmental Protection Agency by the Industrial Bio-Test Laborctories
of Northbrook, Ill., concerning resulis of animal exposure studies with VC (see IMA Report,
May, 1974) which ind:cc»e thot exposure to VC aof 50 ppm may well constitute a serious heclih
hczard to employees.
The '"no detectable fevel" of the proposed stonderd is to be determined by a sampoling ond anc-
]yﬂccl method copable of oeincu..g vinyl chloride of concenfrations of 1 ppm with on accurocy
of 1 ppm + 50 percent. This is the method recommended o O, A by NIOSH. Further re-
auirments under the propesed standard call for (1) regulation of aress where vinyl chloride is
manufaciured, reocted, stored, handled, relecsed, repackaged or used including operctions with
)

olyvinyl chloride contoining detectable levels of vinyl chioride; (Z) a program of monitoring to

stablish. whether there are deteciable levels in regulated arecs and to permit determincfion of
employee exposures on an individual basis; (Z) instigation of fwo programs where defectable levels
of vinyl chloride are monitored —- an engineering ond work practice program to reduce levels
below detectobility ond o simultaneous respirciory proteciion program for employees in the regu-
cted orec; (4) the provision ond use of protective clothing for employees in rpgd‘meo arecs;
5) written operational ond emergercy plons; and (6) comprehensive requirements for employee
med cc[ examinction. The medical requirements as recommended to OSHA oy NIOSH (see IMA
Report, Moy, 1974) were incorporoied in the proposed stondard with some clierations fo incluce
odditionol guicance for the physician.
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28LS REPORTS ON 1972 SURVEY OF OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES AND JLLNESSES
Occupetional illnesses cccounted for 4 percent of the nearly 5.7 million recordoble work related

o

injuries and ilinesses which ocecurred during 1972 in private non-form indusiries (other than roi
roods, cocl, metal and non-metcl mining). - Of the toial
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Inesses, 5,500 were faotcl —-- & percent due fo Hln
Lobor S?G'T':s.‘ics final estimotes for the yeor, 1972 wh

ast month In the indus-

tries surveyec’», the incidence rﬂ‘-'o of 10.9 indicotes 'rhc';’,on the cverage ome out . iD
. . . t . K L i [T DR P
workers experienced o job-relar injury or illness. Cther key Tindings from the survey include:
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rvey covered the first full the Cezupational Soiety and
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tof 1870 and will, thersiore : : 2 for comparison with rasults of future
he B ' ,

S published zstimotes | P71, 771 survey should not be compared
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The National Instirute

edition

of

NICSH ANNOUNCES PUBLICATION CF CCMPRERENSIVE INDUSTRIAL FYGIENE MANUAL
of Occupational Sofery and Heclth annources the publication of the third
' e manual "The Indusiricl Environment--its Evoluation

i
and Control.’

Syllabus os

to industricl hygiene personnel. This third edmon, which is more of ¢ textbook thon o syllebus,

~
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is comp rehensive indusirizl hygien
in 1958, the Public Health Serv
compilation of fraining cids in conjunction with courses presented by the Service

ce's Occupctionsl Health Program infroduced the

is the most comprehensive to dote. Subject matter of the first few chopters covers mathemot-

ics, chemisiry,

biochemistry, physiology an toxicology. Orther chopters deal with specific areas
= gy

of interest fo those concnmed with evaluating the potenticlly hﬂr—le effects of physical and

chemiccl oir contaminants.

cf water poilution.

Authors of chopiers
maotter, include 15 r
fleld ard severcl fro

,
meni Printing Office,

volume are a

s edition who were selected for their expert

ntatives from universities, 19 from indusiy,

New chapters hove been odded on scfety, solid waste, and control

se
12

es ard rechnical societies. Copies of the 719 poge, hard

T

vaileble af $11.70 2 copy from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
Weshingion, 2.C. GPO siozk number.is 1701-003%4,

AFETY PROFESSICONALS NOT BEING DOWNGRADED

In reply to charges by the Americon Scciety of Sofety Engineers (see [MA Report, Mey, 1974)
that sofety profess'lona!s are being siripped of authority ond downgroded by CSHA, John H.
Stender, Assistant Secretary of Lobor for Occupcuoncl Scfety and Heolth, said in o speech
given at the Western New York Sofety Conference on Mey 16 thot the Office of Standards is
being reorgonized fo make it more responsive to developing new standards, but he says "no one
in the Cffice of Standards has been fired or lost any pay. " He indicated that UF.PEWTSO‘")’ au-=
thority has been suspended pending completion of the reorgarization, but odded that this is basic
io the reorponizaotion. He -.ommue:», ”l think it is imporfani to exploin why the reorpanizafion
is foking ploce.  The initizl mission of OSHA's Office of Standards was o put together o pock-
cge of stondards based on notional comsensus standards, and fo refine, improve, and incdex them.
Now that tnis firzt phase of OSHA's standards development is lorgely completed, o restruciuring
of the Office of Stenderds is toking oloce sb thot more manpowsr and technical experiise can
be brought to becr on the challenge of rew stondards development. When the reorpanizotion is
complete, we will be oble to speed the review of NIOSH criteric documents, weigh more carefully

T ' : : EID10850
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vinvl chiloride workers -2 no greafer than ‘hose experienced by other U, S
d = just-completed ten-month survey conducied by

chershow-Cosper Associcres, Imc., for tne Manufacturing Chemists Association on behalf of vinyl
chlorice and oolvvinyl chioride producers.  The study ied &,384 past and present employees
of the VC/PVC industty and oceiermined the vital sto Among these, 252 deaths

n=d oceurred during the pericd unoer siudy and oec were obfoined on 328, Anzly-
sis of The oots Indicotes acse-reicied increcses i ;"h concers in the lonper-exposed
workers, 28 compared with tneir counterports who ho ") rier periods in jobs exposing
them 7o vinyl chioride.  3ui the imporiont fentative ng to Dr. Irving R. Tobershow,
i thet there moy be o corcinopenic poienticl beyond ang oma of the liver. "We demon-
sirated that there was o :iight increcse in cancer of the lung, the lymphatic system, and postibly
ot the brein, as well as the liver,” he soid, ond added "there is clso o group cclied 'other and
nspecified sites’ which seems to hove an increase, but we don't krow what that means as yet."

RCUS GLASS SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 27

The health effects of prolonged exposure o fibrous glass will be the subject of o national sympo-
sium o be held at the University of Maryland, College Pork, Md., June 26-27, -under the
sponsorship of the National Institute for Occupstional Sofety ond Heclth. Papers will be presenied
by o hest of authorities from U.S. industry and ocaodemic ond speakers from England, Weles and
Scotland. Registration informaotion mcy be obicined from Mrs. Susen Stob, Conference Coordinator,
Conferences and Institutes Division, University College, University of Maryland, Ccllege Pork,

M. 20742, Telephone: (301) 45£4-5237.

JRCULAR AVAILAELE ON XVl INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH

Ln information circuler presenting pertinent odefails regording the XV Intermnationael Congress on
Crceupctional Health to be held in Brighton, England, Sept. 14-19, 1975, has just been published.
T

L

receive o copy, address reguests to: Conference Services, Lid.,, 43 Charles Sireet, Moyfair,

Jonn WIX 7PB, England.
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