e Defense Dr-mrhm-nt reportadiy re-
¢ the we of PUBs in their owin
satract speciications,

I( Bs, ar polychlarinated biphenyls,
are the chemicals that General Llc‘.l.r c
h.s dumped into the Hudson River in

g the State Department

j.;st.

7 e ing in

1he river. ‘The problem is \'nt PCBS-—;

chemical similar to DDT in i's persist-

erce in remaining in the environment

snd in accumulating in human fatty

tissucs—also acc late in fish, espe-
cially fatty ones like siripad bass.

The EPA is now in administrative
hearings to try to stop General Electric
from discharging ail PCBs. It i expect-
ed ;0 act within 2 month against other
ccmp..n ied poliuing with PCBs, whose
sole producer is the Monsants Co. of
Si. Louis.

But while these actions ave going on
al EPA, the Defense Department spe-
ifically requires the use of PCBs when
it leis contracls. “PC'Bs are the only
accepiabie substance v hich complies
with existing fire codes and regula-
tons,” said a defense department

Lur ser ailon

spckesman, Li. James Britt, yesterday.
“Therefore cur spec:fications to the
r‘:"u’:uu-'\r: obvigurly

include that

larly requires {

spekes
the chemical
thar we buv.” but decied it is a specifi-
cation, "It is not in our specificalons
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cure transforacrs
« they're the Lest ivr the
man said.

> mote than 200 varid.ons:
. ‘I sy went into produchion in
L,S. in 1929 83 an clectrical ir -
for translormers a -
inz mineral ci a2k
2 firo-resistart properties of
Ci3s are also used in the nan-
of carborless “carban™ paser,
3 irks and special adhaswcs,

At a conference on PCBs in Haup-
pauze vesterday organized by
Tromas Dovney (D-West Isiip:
EPA’s chief of water en.orcemuu

* ¢ 3
wiich has boe pe':dm,' for five
vears. The 5ill weu'd give the EPA the
psw\-: to scracn potentially toxic sub-
stances, ad of soting o“l) aier the
dore. as is now the
rodanticides and ia-
amch the EPA bas :he pow-

seziic

e 37rsy €an saly resulale
Vil wod in manae

cn“d or Jamn v.here the tulerince is
theee.

GSA officials said yesterday thev in-
terd to ~ton wsing PCDs but could not
say when. Deferse Deparimer: offi-
cials said taey have no intention of
changing their requirements for it
usage.

EPA Rule on Lead Upheld

Washington (AP)—The U.S. Court
of Appeals ruled 5§ yesterday that the
Environvnental Protection Agency can
order reductions of Jead in gasoliro to
head off potential~but not fully prov-

en—public health hazards.

The ruling appeared to uphold EPA
authosity to regulste a broad range of
environmental issues where danger to
human heaith seems likely, even
though ro: scientifically proven.
decizion cited a5 similar exam-
such recent environmentai contro-

ies

3
versics as the discharge of asbestos f.-
bers into water, oocupational exposures
to vinyl chioride and the ban of pesti-
cides DDT, aldrin and dieidrin.

The decision authorized EPA to en-

sion azrced with EPA that lead emit-
ted by auto exhaus: is absorbed by
human beings from the air they
breathe and, added 1o lead from other
sources, can build up poisonous levels
of body lead. In smali amounts, suffi-
cient lead can cause brain damage; In
large enough amoun's it can cause ill-
nes or death.

Tae EPA rejuilaticns were chal-
lenged in cour aa=0lfe refiners and
by manufacturers of lead additives,
who claimed that EPA bad to demon-
strate a direct cause-and-effect connec-
tion between zisolin2 lead and harm to
human hea'th before it could restrict
lead additi EPA tad not
done 50, i + said EPA was
assizned by Congress to prevent dam-
a12 to pubiic health, rot to wait until
tive dinage was dore. And it added
that, to do this preveztive job, EPA

may have to make decisions early, be-
fore full scientiflic evidence of health
damage is available.

With regulators required (o head off
potential dangers without awaiting the
final, perhaps disastrous. proof, the
court said, “zreculation, conflicts in ev-
idence ard theorctical ex:rapolation
typily their every action. How else can
they act. . .2 the court asked.

Lead has been added to gasoline
for vears, as an “antiknock” featurs
that promotes smwother engine opera-
tion.

A division of the appeals court over-
tumned the FPA regulations in 1974.
Then F.PA asked all nine judses of the
apixeals court to reconsider the case as
a {ull court. Yesterday's decision re-
versed the earlier ruling and uphe!d
the EPA rules. A further :rpaal to no

Supreme (ourt was cons;
,yeuscf‘
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