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D ear D r. E g l o f f :

My a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been c a l l e d  to  tn e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been 
ap p ro ach ed  p resu m ably  by someone in  m i l i t a r y  c i r c l e s  f o r  i n ­
fo rm a tio n  on th e  p o s s ib le  m eans o f  c le a n in g  ta n k  c a r s  and 
o t h e r  c o n t a in e r s ,  w n ich  have been  used  f o r  g a s o l in e  c o n t a in ­
in g  l e a d .  I  a l s o  have a memorandum from  my asso  c i a  te o , D r.
M a ch le , g iv in g  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  a te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  
betw een  him  and y o u r s e l f .  A f t e r  some d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  
m a t te r  w ith  Graham E d g ar and o th e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f E th y l  
G a s o lin e  C o r p o r a t io n , i t  seem s d e s r ia b le  to  g e t  a t  th e  
bottom  o f  t h i s  p ro b lem , and i t  w ould seem t h a t  we in  t h i s  
L a b o ra to ry  a re  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  do work a s  may be r e q u ir e d  
in  o b ta in in g  tn e  an sw er t o  th e  q u e s tio n  in v o lv e d , i f  in d e e d , 
th e s e  q u e s t io n s  can  be c o n s id e r e d  as v a l i d .  ,

Our p o in t  o f  v iew  a s  e x p r e s s e d  by D r. M achle i s  t h a t  su ch  
t h in g s  a s  ta n k  c a r s  can  p ro b a b ly  n o t  be a d e q u a te ly  c le a n e d  
by any means w h ich  i s  f e a s i b l e  t o  a d o p t e i t h e r  g e n e r a l ly  o r  
in  e m e r g e n c ie s . Our in fo r m a tio n  le a d s  us t o  b e l ie v e  th a t  
t h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  i s  w e l l  fo u n d ed . On t h e  o th e r  hand, i t  
i s  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  some method o f  h a n d lin g  t h i s  p ro b lem  
m ig h t be d e v is e d  i f  th o s e  who a r e  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  r a i s i n g  
th e  q u e s t io n  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  p r o v id in g , in  ad v an ce , s u i t ­
a b le  means f o r  m e e tin g  e m e rg e n c ie s . I n  any c a s e ,  I  can  se e  
no -o r o f l t  w h a te v er in  . in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  means o f  c le a n in g  
su cn  equipm ent a p a r t  from  some d e f i n i t e l y  p lan n ed  program  
o f  m e e tin g  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  u n ifo rm ly  and. s y s t e m a t i c a l ly  
in  f i e l d  o p e r a t io n s .  E o r  exam p le ; i t  m ig h t be p o s s ib le  to  
c a r r y  w a te r  in  a g a s o l in e  ta n k  c a r ,  and to  f i l t e r  o r  o th e r ­
w ise  c le a n  t h i s  w a te r  a t  th e  tim e  o f  i t s  rem oval from  th e  
ta n k  o a r .  I t  would be n e c e s s a r y  to  remove a l l  th e  g a s o l in e  
from  th e  w a te r ,  and t h i s ,  a s  a m a t te r  o f f a c t ,  would l i k e l y  
g iv e  r i s e  to  q u ite  a s  much d i f f i c u l t y  a s  th e  rem oval o f  any  §?
d is s o lv e d  o r  suspended le a d  compound, ¿some ty p e  o f ^p o r ta b le  |
and r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  equipm ent viould b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  '
p u rp o se , and u n le s s  p r o v is io n  co u ld  ue made f o r  su p p ly in g  
su ch  eq u ip m en t, th e r e  would be no se n se  'm a t e v e r  in  d e t e r ­
m in in g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i t s  u s e .

I  b e l i e v e  you v /i l l  g a t h e r  from  t h e  above t h a t  we do n o t  s e e  
any a d v a n ta g e  in  e n t e r in g  in t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p ro b lem , u n le s s  we can  ap p ro a ch  i t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n  con ­
ju n c t io n  w ith  r e s p o n s ib le  p e o p le  who w i l l  s e e  t h a t  som eth in g  
i s  done t o  p u t in t o  p r a c t i c e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s .  A c c o rd in g ly ,
I  would l i k e  to  g e t  in  to u c h  w ith  p e o p le  who have b ro u g h t up N
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th e  p ro b lem , d i s c u s s  th e  d e t a i l s  o f t h e  m a t te r  w ith  them , f in d  
o u t w hat i s  r e q u ir e d , and w hat can  be done to  h a n d le  th e  m a t te r  
in  a u n ifo r m ly  e f f e c t i v e  f a s h i o n .  Graham E d g ar h a s  g iv e n  me to  
u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  you do n o t w ish  to  u n d e rta k e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  s o r t .  I f  t h i s  i s  th e  c a s e ,  and i f  you would l i k e  to  
p a ss  th e  p ro b lem  a lo n g  to  u s , I  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  you l e t  me 
have f a i r l y  f u l l  in fo r m a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  
p ro b lem . W ith  t h i s  in fo r m a tio n  a t  nand, v;e can th e n  ap p roach  
c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  m e d ic a l p e r s o n n e l o f  th e  army o r  n av y , or b o th , 
to  s e e  what can be done toward' th e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f o u r  e f f o r t s .

V ery t r u l y  y o u r s ,

hob a r t  A. K ehoe, M.D.
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