University of Cincinnati
College of Medicine

Kettering Lab. of Applied Physiology
Eden Avenue October 28, 1941

Dr. Gustav Egloff
Universal Gil Products
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Trear Dr, lgloff:

Ky attention has been called ©o tne fact taat you have been
approached presumably by someone in wilitary ciccles for in-
formation on the posslble means of cleaunlng tank cars and
other contuiners, wnich have been used for gasoline contain-
ing lead. I also nave a memorandum from ny associater, Dr.
Macnle, giving the substance of & telephone conversation
between nim and yourself. after sous discussion of this
matter with Granam Edgar and otuaer representatives of Ethyl
Gasoline Corporation, it seems desriable o Zet at the
botton of tinls problem, and it would seem bhat we in this
Laboratory are in a position to do work as may be required
in obtaining vaoe answer to tihe gquestion involved, if indeed,
these questlons can be considered as valid. N

Qur point of view as exwvressed by Dr. Machle 1s that such
things as tank cars can probably not be adequately cleaned
by any means vhica is feasible to adopt either generally or
in emergencies, ovur information leadas us to belisve thoat
this noint of view is well founded. OUn the other hand, it
is conceivable that some method oi handling this problem
might be devised if those who are responsible for raising
tne question are interested in providing, in advance, sulte
eble means for meeting ewsrgencies, In any case, i can see
no vnrofit whatever ir investigating the means of cleaning
suca equipment apart from some definitely plenned program
of meeting the requirements uniformly andg systematically

in field operations. JFor exemple; it mignht be possible to
carry water in a gasolioe vank car, and to filter or other-
wise clean this water at tue time of its removal from the
tenk cor. It would be necescgalry L0 rescve all the gasoline
frow the water, and this, as a matter of fact, would likely
give rise to quite as much difficulty s the removal of any
dissolved or suspended lead compound. some type ofﬁportable
and resdily aveilable eguipment wviould be nscessary 1i0r this
purpose, aud unless provision could be umede lor supplying
sucih equipment, there would be no sehse waatever in deter-
mining the effectiveness ol its use.

I believe you will gather from the above that we do not ses
any advantage in entering into an investigation of this }
problem, unless we can approach it systematically in con-
junction with responsible people who will see that gomeﬁhing

is done to put into practice the necessary steps. Accordingly,

I would like to get in touch with peorle who haveybrought up |
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the problem, discuss the details of the matter wita them, find
out what is required, and what can be done to handle the matter
~in a uniformly effective fashlon. UGraham Edgar has given me to
understand that you do not wish to undertake an investigation
of this sort. If this is the case, and if you would like to
pass the problem along to us, I would suggest that you let ne
have fairkiy full information concerning the origin of the
problem. With this information at hand, we can then approach
certain of the nedical personnel of the army or navy, or both,
to see what can be done toward the coordination of our efforts.

Very truly yours,

xobert A, Kehoe, il.D.
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