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chemicals in the state are Feleased.
into the skies, streams aid soil bf
Madison and St. Clair counties ; |, »
And while the metro-east kas only.£.
percent -of the industries that mus
report - releases of 313 chemicals
considered poisonous to humahs,

those industries managed to creatk 25
percent of the state’s toxic air, water
and soil emissions;

According to the- IIlinois.
Environmental Protection Agency’s
annual toxic chemical inveptory
report, Madison ‘and St. Clair
counties’ industries during 1989
-released ‘more toxic chemicals ‘per.
site, than the more nimerous
mdnstrlga’inCookCounty. S
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of far accounting for &'
qu;;prgerp.ereentstatewit:?e,"? oq' ,
Joe Ggodoer, of the IEPA's Office of
Chemical Safety. Goodner said
metro-east  indugtries  appear to.
release certain chemicals. ﬁ:em\&h

wtuwﬁnln tions than in 6
industrializéd aveas. =~ n in othgy

Cook County, although containing
about 63 percent of tbe number of
industries reporting chemic?l
emissions, ‘accounts for about 48
pescent of the state’s total chemical
emissions.

The report, completed in May, is
based on chemical amounts reported
released by industries In 1988, The
report does not identify chemical
amounts by industry.

The area’s leading industries —
Shell Oi} Co., Granite City Steel,
Monsapto, Clark Oil, Cerro Copper
and Olin:Corp- —  all must report
chegnicals they use and release in the
ground, water and air.

A total ‘of 51 industries reported
chemical releases — 82 in Madisow
County and 19 in St. Clair County. But
St. Clair County by far had a higher
concentration of toxi¢ chemical
releases, releasing 46,624,000 pounds
of chemicals compared to Madison
County's total of 15,816,000.

‘Much of - St. Clair  County’s
emissions Involved water discharges,
and treating chernicals in  water
treatment plants. Madison County:
industries: released more toxic
%emicals pound into the zir than

d St. Clair County industries.
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tgichloroethane, which showed a
significant emission increase — from
971,661 pounds in 1988 to 1,336,000
unds in1989. ’
- 1In ‘both ‘years, ‘nine industries
réported releasing trichloroethane, a
ijuid ‘or vapor commonly used as a
cleaning solvent for metal that can be
hhrmful if breathed. Many area
] . :
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industries, including Shel@ decreases or increases in chemical
Granite City Steel and Cerro , . emissions
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ydrochloric acid topped the two-
county chemical release list, with
nine industries reporting the release
unds of the chemical.

because chemical reporting has only -

gone ou for three years, the agency is
not drawing any conclusions from
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“It's inappropriate and j)mmture
to do analysis,” said Goodner.
“The facilities have been fine tuning
thelr approach to estimating (what
kind of chemicals they ;_n-odnce and
how much they produce),” hesaid.

He zaid some chemical totals have
changed as 2 vresult of stricter
reporting requirements and from new

methods of estimating rather than
being a reflection of any increases in
the manufacture or release of the
chemicals.

In the future, however, the toxic
jnventory reports will be used as a
basis to begin- targeting some
industries - for - reductions of the
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