December 26, 1940

Mr. P. E. Sprague ' WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF QUARTERMASTER GENFRAL
WASHINGTON, D.G. - INFORMATION IN-
VITATION
FOR BID NO. 146, dated Nov. 29, 1940

You will note from copies of other letters I have written
that apparently the Carbonate of Lead industry i1s not going to enjoy
any business under this contract. Since to me, at least, this is a
very important matter, the outcome of which is exceedingly disappoint-
ing, I think it would be well to review all the facts pertaining to
this large amount of business, because I think that the White Lead
Industry needs to do something to protect its interest.

Briefly this busginess involves the purchase on the part of
the War Department of paint to be used for painting wooden buildings
in Army contonments being constructed at various camps in the United
States. The Army Quartermaster Corp has divided the United States
up into ten distri or mgiﬁmw for this purpose. The construetion . -
of these cantonments is being done by private contractors on the '
basis of competitive bidding, which, I believe, in the begimning must
have included not.omly. the comstruction work but the actual painting,
because the original plan was that the private contractors m;:m pur- .
chase all the paiﬁ» ‘materials required. _
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Within the past few days, awards have been made to ten .
paint manufacturing concerns and the specifications have been further
modified to make it possible for a contractor to furnish the paint for
all ten districts under the specification TT-P-36A. This means that
apparently no Carbonate of Lead in any form will be required by any
of the contraectors furnishing this paint.

Now, of course, without any firsthand knowledge on my part,
it is impossible to say what, if any, influences were brought to bear
in the beginning to change this purchase of White Lead in 01l over to
ready mixed paint. 7The practical effect of this, of course, has been
to distribute husine! among ¢ paint manufacturing concerns
locatc& in var ‘of the Untted States with a bread geographical
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