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M r. A .D .N . Jo n e s .

24th August. 1965 .

H andling of A sb esto s  F ib re

Thank you fo r  y o u r m em o ran d u m  o f 20 th  A ugust.
«

M r. H ow ard and I d isc u sse d  th e  p o sitio n  and th e n  jo in tly  saw  
M r. B a tt_ ia n . T h e ou tco m e was th e  adoption  o f a s ta te m e n t, f o r  u se  in  
c a s e  of n eed , a s  p e r  th e  a tta c h e d .

I r e tu r n  h e re w ith  D r. K nox's l e t t e r  to  you of 12 th  A ugust, 
having m ad e a  copy f o r  m y ow nlB le. -
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Handling of Asbestos Fibre

T u rn e r  & New all L t d . . lik e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  of th e  A sbestos 
In d u stry  in th e  U nited K ingdom , have been aw are  o f th e  d a n g e rs  of 
a s b e s to s is  fo r  v ery  m any y e a rs  and w ere la rg e ly  in s tru m e n ta l in  se ttin g  
up th e  jo in t r e s e a r c h  body which k eep s th is  p o ss ib le  h a z a rd  to  h ea lth  under 
co n stan t re v ie w . T h e  v a rio u s  co m p an ies in  th e  T&N  G ro u p  re c e iv e  a sb e s to s  
fib re  in  i ts  c ru d e  o r  only p a r tia lly  opened s ta te , packed in  s tro n g  h e ss ia n  
b ag s. T h ey  have s p a re d  no ex p en se o v e r  th e y e a r s  in  in s ta llin g  s p e c ia l dust 
e x tra c tio n  and a i r  p u rific a tio n  p lan ts  in  o r d e r  to  re m o v e  fro m  th e  a i r  th e  
dust p roduced  hy th e su b seq u en t f ib re  opening tre a tm e n t. T h e  re s u lt  is  th a t 

V in  so m e of th e  fa c to ry  a r e a s  th e  a i r  is  p u re r  th an  in  th e  a tm o s p h e re  outside;
in a r e a s  in which th e r e  is  d an g er fro m  du6t r e s p ir a to r y  m a s k s  a r e  provided, 
th e  u se  of which e lim in a te s  any r i s k .  A ll m an u fa ctu rin g  p ro c e s s e s  a r e  so  
o rg a n ise d  a s  to  re d u c e  h ealth  h a z a rd s  to  th e  m in im u m . T h e  h ea lth  re c o rd s  
of o p e ra tiv e s  in  T &N co m p an ies c o m p a re  w ell w ith th o s e  of o p e ra tiv e s  in  th e  
g e n e ra lity  of in d u stry .

We b e liev e  th a t th e r e  is  no d an g e r to  th e  h e a lth  of d o ck e rs  who 
handle th e  h e s s ia n  b ags co n tain ing  c ru d e  o r  p a r tia lly  opened a sb e s to s  fro m  
o u r m in es, p ro v id ed  th e  b ags a r e  not s p l i t  o r  b u r s t  by th e  c a r e le s s  u se  o f 
hooks o r  so m e s im ila r  ac cid en t. Heavy c o n c e n tra tio n s  o f d u st a r e  unlikely 
u n less  bags a r e  dam aged in  th is  way. N e v e rth e le s s , we a r e  a c c e le ra tin g  
ex istin g  p lan s fo r th e  p ro v is io n  of im p e rm e a b le  b ag s w hich w ill, q u ite  a p a rt 
fro m  any h ea lth  fa c to r , m ak e th is  c a rg o  m o re  p le a s a n t to  h an d le .
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