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8ince our ordinary sctivities in Bealth snd Safety follow & routine of
soevering questions, ioquiries, sttending mestings, etc., and since a good mey 1
of these sctivities are listed for you in the Associatico's Quarterly Reparts
and camented upon tor you in Mr. Liegfeld's Ancual Report, we thought at this
time that it might be instructive to cutline in greater detail seversl uusual 3
situstions that came to our attenticn in the pest year. Accordingly I would 3
like to discuss thive items in greater detail than is ordinarily possitle ia
our Quarterly apd Annual Reparts. PFirst, coe of the more famcus T.V. shows,
then & discussion of @ certain university professor and finslly ap outline of
8 Dew positive action jrograam thst we are starting this yeer.

The Ben Casey T.V. Show--Octcber 30, 1963

ﬁ T.V. partrsynls of physicisns are ordioarily not of grest interest to me
. but this particular shov vas headlined as & soluticn to & lesd prodlam
in ipdustry s0 I watched. It twrmed out to de cos of the most Jrograns
I have ever seen, although the exsminsticn by Dr. Casey of the “"lsad poiscaing
prodliem” wes more Juvenile than cdboaxicus. The shov portrayed the cospeny
doctar {n @ really vicious mancer all the while inferring that Americas businees
*: firms would condooe sbabby and unethical medical prectice. As & matter of fuct

i

the ectire sbow vas a travesty co the way & moders American business is cooducted
in that all of the employres in the small shop showvn were surposed to have lsed
poisoning and yet the company doctor refused to sdmit 1t, told them they bad
beedaches and stomach aches, snd hid this bad situstiocn fros the Board of
Bealth and cther governmeot suthorities. Then of course Ben Casey discovers
the situaticn and rides tothe rescus of the poor downtrodden employees dy ex-
posing the company doctor, confounding the coapany lavyer and ocutwitting the
mansgenent. To me {t vas & conedy--although & tregic cne--since Ben Casey a8
entirely wrong 1n his explapation and disgnosis of lesd poisoning and equally
vrong 1o his understanding and portrayal of mocdern American business. The show
made me vonder, sgain, in vhat world the Madiscon Avenus script writer lives who
sericusly portrays a company vhich hides, or even attempts to hide, from ita
unicn, from the goverraent and from its owva paysicias s poisoning situation ee
sericus &8 this particular one wes supposed to de,

We bere st the office cansidered that our best approsch to the network
and T.V. statica (ABC in this case) would de through the medical professiom. I
could not locate any physiciaa by phone who bad watched the progrsm dut all were
equally shocked, vith me, wben I outlined the prograa ccutest to them. In order
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to stir up same scticn I vrote to the President of the Industrial edicsl
Association outlining my thoughts in the mmtter and requesting tdeir cooperetica 4
in bringing this matter to the attenticn of responsidle authorities. Tbis is ‘
vhat bappened. In the Pebruary 1956k official Jourpal of the Industrial Medical

Association, the President, Dr. John Norris of Pastasn Kodak, wrote sa editarisl .
fros vhich I vould liks to quote. “In & Ben Casey show on telsvision oo October 3
30, 1963, & "company doctor' ves partrayed {n & 'particularly end unnecessarily 3
villsinous msaner’'. I'm quoting Dom Fovler, Director of Heelth and Safety of
the Leed Industries Association, wbo first brought this to cur attention. Since 3

from you to the prograa director of ABC-IV vill also belp.®

As & result of this editorisl the Americsn Medicel Associsticn and the
Industrial Medical Associsticn sssesbled a committee of competent physicisne
to & private screening of this T.V. show 1o order to plan & mrthod by which
future programe of this type can be screened and corrected befcre they are showm.
These discussions detween the medical profession and the T.V. industry are still
{n progress sod as far es I knov & mechbaniss for revisw of such progress bes
otill to be estadblished,

Lsed in the Ocean

A professcr in the Department of Geclogy st the California Institute
of Technology bas expanded his interest in recent years to include the ocesm.
This particular prafesscr has also became sn expert oo muclear plumbology which
1is a f~acipating specialty that takes sdvantage of the amnipreeencs {8 land and
ses of three 1sotopes of lead. Since these three isotopes
well-knovn precursars {n the atomic scsle, it is possidls,
apd extremely sensitive peagurements, to deteraine the rat
and their redio-ective precursors in ecils, rocks, etc. These moasurements

mads 30 accurstsly that a sucleer plumbologist can tell
rock is or the age of & gallon of water in the ocean. It is interesting to
thst these are *be men wvho lave given us the exact age of
th lsead. In other words, lead {s, end bas proved to be
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ters the puclear piumbologist expects to

but recently he hea found what he thinks is too much lead 4n the
ead, Apparently the professor became geouinely alarmed and decided thst he
find out vhere all of this lead 45 coming from, and it we

ogitatico that he remesbered ocur industry is selling leed for gasoline
this leeded gas0line is used in cars end trucks ard, therefore, comee
tallpipes of these cars and trucks, 1s spreed into the atacephere

¢ staceThere drops into the ocean., With this simple chain of evests
mental dispcesl the professor was sble to explain in a sstisfactory

hov 500,000 tons of lead every yeer érop into the ocesns of the Kortders
Bemisphere. As Bcd Ziegfeld said when be first heard these fantastis “facts”,
here 15 the world's best leed mine sod all for free.
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When we looked up the pudblicetd
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in the scientific commmity; end of course we knov that his usiversity bes @
unsurpessed reputation in the world of science. 850 we decided to talk to Dr.
Pattersco snu give him the bevefit of cur knovlsdge sdout the mibject of leed. 3
I found Dr. Patterson to be & sincere and dedicsted sclentist vhose meaduring
techniques for lead are beyxnd reprosch and whose ladorstory sod equipoent 1
caanot be matched anywhere in the leed industry nor, for thst mstter, 4n exy 1
other university. EHowever, Dr. Psttersco, in his dedicstion as & scientist
concerned with the brad problem of public velfare, fesls that it 4s his cblige ]
ation to notify everybody adbout this prodblem snd that {u wvhat be bas coe and

is planning to cantinue to €0. As you might expect he and I bad a seriouws 3
dlscussion and I questiconed bis sssumptions that all of the lead that goes into
the gesoline camew out of the telilpipes apd reaches the ccesan every year;
parti{cularly wben at the tinme of his report ve were using a grand total
170,000 tons of

estimate of the 500,000 tons by assuming rumecffs froa rivers and rainfall es
explanation for the to

that o ovn 1ndustry and that the Federal govertment through the U. 8. Publis
Bealth Service bas made literslly thousands of messuremeuts of the lsed contest
of the stacephere and that these messuresests are wniformly lov, lover than ey
lsvel wbich would de physiologically significant, and thst therefore his ister-
pretaticn of bis own dats wvas probadly in error. I Quwrther pointed out thes
using his owvn data the lead lavel in the oceans is about coe hundred times

less thsa the sacunt permitted in drinking wvater. I must ssy that after spending
four bours with Dr. Petterson ve parted in & friendly mapner dut be bhed not
coavinced me snd, wmfortumately, I had not coovinced him. Eis constantly re-
iterated positicn 1s that lesd should de removed from gasoline immedistely

that we s5top polsceing all of the peopls 1o Americs, .

Ve have not hesrd the last from Dr. Patterson. 7This summer be journays
to Greenland wbere be heads so esxpediticn which will 4rill into the Greenlact
{cecap to find two-dundred year old soow which he will then analyse for lesad
with the intention af proving that tvo-hundred yesrs ago the lesd lavel in saow
vas much less thapn {t 1s todsy. Our plans for Ir. Pattersca include a meeting
between him and Dr. Xeboe in which Ix. Kahos will present to bim the fects of
1{%e concerning leed physiology and present pudlic exposure to lsed. IV will
be interesting to follow this discussicm.

RMeport on Nev leed Infarmstion Progrem

At {ts Decesmber meeting last year the Board of Directors spproved &
proposal by our edvertising sgency to prepere printed msterial covering the
use snd abuse of lsad in present-day ipdustry and every-day life. Many of our
ve in the past suggested to us the need for & positive action progrem
Mitch could seize the initiative and present informstico favoredbls
the medical prufession and cthers Wio are interested snd ooncerned,
favarsble t0 lead I 4o not meen to imply that we {ntend t0 de axys
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other than cbjective {n cur presentation of inforesticn dut that we wild
aplete and ramded maoner 50 that medicel decisicos cem
of Enowledgs rether than ignarence,
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e firet cdjective of this progrea, vhich 1s now in high geer vith 0. 8.
Tysco writers busily abstracting sed collsting inforwation cu lsad toxicology,
lected mambers of the medical and public bealth professicns ia
I say in this country although cur Buropsas friends are followisg
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‘thexselves, s0d to put the facts into the bhands of those op
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ourmuvithnpat&nefimﬂndhnubdtohwmﬂ
of our progress hers becsuse they are anticipeting and ere slready running
into probless of & pature similar to thom with sdiich ve are faced bere. A WO
all kncw, there 1s & grest dsal of informatios oo 1sed taxisology present 18
books and srticles in the scientific and medical litersture, and it is fIem
this source that we are sbstracting the msterial for cur first pbliceticn.
This publicaticn will include & concise statement afmgumlyboum
sbout lesd toxicology and the application of these facts

situat{cn, that is the protectico of employees; to the pudblic bealth fiald
shere the problesm of childhood lead poiscuing is recognised; sod to the atr
pollutica and water pollution situstico es it now exists.

Our desic philosothy in this endesvor is
best use them to cbtain for leed s falir hoaring

winds of the general populaticm. AS you knov wve f£ind this necessary decsuse of
the great smount of ignorance that exists today sbout lesd in the medicel end
Ppudlic bealth professions, an ignarance that is most likely &us to the lack of

tine co the part of these professicns in kseping wp to date. Our pwbdlicstiom
is dasigned first to lay & factual groundwork in the knovledge these profess
should have about lsed and
supplenents, to keep them adreest of currept developmerts, Our plsns 1ude
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88 it becases available we vill furnish these pecpls 824 otlsrs with supplemsstal
itenms of & specific pature, slvays strictly factual and eccurste, to help keep
then informed. Other mailings aod msterial vill tensde to selected nevspsper
editors in the field of science to belp cambat specific situations ms they arise,
and to provide & geoeral beckground for their interpretation of peve items. WUe
bave grest Bopes for this whole prograa end feel that If we maintsin & coverugs
of scientific litersture and adbstract fros it pertinest msterisl we will be in
8 position to influence the ixpartant people in the field of medicine, publis
bealth, air and water polluticn and those segments of the press which deal
vith these mattese.

QGenerel Comment
From these activities which ve bave Just 'mm-a Imu 1ine
umtmmtmmmnmmuu.wuwm the Bealth and

Bafety Progrem of the [sed Industries Associatico vith the ILZRO Research Progrem,
ty initiating research sctivity in areas vhere facts are lacking and peeded,
through our memberships in various professicoal sod tecbnical socistiss, msking
valuable scquaintances vith kay meobers of the societies in the medicel end
Public bealth professions and to sssembls all of these facts, and to make uwee

of all of these acquaintances ia & groerel educational effort.



