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{hemselves
that may endarger their Nves.

Arsonie, cadmium,

foraphene, pentachloroph tnoi,
| plasticizers, mercury, $‘lcn-
fum. Tho iist is growing, and

of an Alaska pipeline or ST

ing emphasis in the past lwo
weeks at two mectings ot sci-
ontists.

‘fhe_subject. and what c-it
tes e} “the cavernment's in-
adequate response,” are about
to be investigated b! B govern-

Americans havo surrou ided
with chemicals

DDT,
PCBS, nitrosamines, he .ach-

the peril almost certainy is
growing, too, — oversha low.
ing the environmental dnager

This hos been given alirm-

“on human health and the en-
vironment” before it can be
introduced.

Epstein, the doubter, spoke
in an interviow at a meeting
of the Lnvironmental Mulagen
Society In Washington, Diree.
tor of Environmental laborato-
rics at Boston's Chil

Peril of Chemicels Is Gmm:'ng

Senate Panel Will Study Toxic Substances Act

man { t than DDT's. A recent erful bacteriakillie In many
report said every US. child|soaps, anti-acne p oducts and
“begiry Mfe in utero® (the! suyrgeons’ handc eansers—is
womb, today “with chiori-| present In fts u ers' blood
nated  hydrocarbon Inscctl-| streams. It I8 todic to rats. In
cides 2 its body tissues” DD, an alsrming Toxas episode, ity
DDE, ":eptochlor, dleldrin and’ use preceded ecr.vulsions In

others !
dren's] ® #u American Chemical,
Antl, Socl.' . g "l Raltl .!

Cancer Research F
he helped organize that so-
cicty two years ago, It in-
ciudes many lcading toxicolo-
gists and geneticists,

Both at its meeting and in
Los Angeles all last week, at
the most environmentaliy ovi.
entid .cctian even held of the
N mambar A mertizan
Chemical Society there was
item alter item of bad news

ment op ee
headed by Sen. Abraham dibt-
coff (D-Conn). Its hemings
start Tuerday.

A draft of a proposed ad-
{ministration  “Toxie  Sub-
stances  Act” s called “a
small step forward, but far too
weak, giving the illusion of
|progress” by one of the sub-
committee's scheduled  wite
nesses, Dr. Samuel S. Epstein,
For Advance Testing

But | Protec-

about

Among them:

¢ DDT  apparently  has
caused genetic changes In
chromosomes of wild fruit|
fltes  throughout the West,
Prof. Theodosius Dobrhansky
of Rockefcller University ob.
served  the  chromosome
changes. Dr. Lawrence Cory
and others at Calitornia’s St.
Mary's College have corre
lated them with DDT spraying

tion Agency Director Willlam
D, Buckelshaus, who sent the
act to Congress, promizes “to
{est in advance, 50 far ax we

P over the years. Cory
ealted this dangerous tinker-
lng with life-support systemus.
¢ PCB, industrial plasticizer
and | inide § 1 has

are abie, every new c

d in human fatty tis-

or or
novation.”

every now chemical's effect

He pledgee te dotermine|

sue. So has peatachlorophenol,
common wood preservative.
PCB's levels are higher in hu.

heard - hat phthalates also used,
in pla tics are contaminating,
wmedic 1 blood, They are used;
in bledd storage bags (from!
: which they mizrate) in tubing!
for ir ra.cnous f[eeding and;
fiulds ant in much of the
count' y's vast supply of fuod;
wrapp ngs  and  containers.
Phthalte kills chick heart em:
bryo «ells in laboratory cul-|
tures. Animal lests sugzest:
(but d> not prove) that they!
may be implicated in mysterl-!
ously { rowing a sometimes fa|
tal cnditlon called “lung)
shock,” where tiny clots th the
lungs impede circulation. .
© Dr. Robert Rubin of Johns!
Hopkins found “significant|
quantilies” ol phthalates notl
only ir. hospital blood supplicsi
but also in urine specimens
from three graduate d

|mercury." have ay

six children 1 eated for
burns. 1t is also w. :d in howpl
tals and by many t 2w moihers
to wash thelr L3sies. Some
federal oillictals think the
Food and Druz Administrss
tion shoutd act on :t least this
use, while conti uing new
monkey studies on  goneral
safety.

® farge amouris of sele
nium, calied "mer.

ared
zooplankton (micrescopie ani-
mal life} in Lake Michigaa,
down-wind {rom < hieago. It
prohubly comes from burning
coal and oil, whiclt relesss It
to the atmosphere.
‘¢ The U.S. Goological Sur.
vey hax found th:t cadmium
or arsenic excends health
standards in 12 urban areas’
water supplies. Dr. Hen
Schrodder at Dartmouth M
cal Schoot says: “There s a
good correiation of certaln

who kad never had a biood
transfusion. This helps make
another scicntist think they
vaporize into the air—off viny
seat covers, for le to

qualities of icipal water
supplics and deaths {rom con-
genital abnormalities.” He be.
lieves much cadmium, toe,
comes from indnustrial air con-

gum up auto windshields; off
the new “wet look™ raincoats|
and ol her products,

¢ Hexachlorapnene—a pow-

ome
think more studies may reveat
it as “as another mereury.”
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¢ The FDA—which is aiso|
warrying about cadmium—has!
found that the tranquilizer tri-

ially
Vesprin has a lethal effect an
rats’ unborm oifspring. It is
mow screening other widcely
used promazine tranquilizers.
It hu m far promuced no,

o Chemicals called nitrasa|}

mines are produced in some
foods snd probably in the
body hy nitrate aad nitrate
preservatives in ham, sausage,
smoked fish aad otaer food
products. These preservalives

are under attack because ni-

in mouse liver cell prepara-
tions.

So go seme of the gloomy
reports from the waocid of|
chemlun

There are  some lmpenu
ones, too. There are new lests
for mutagess, chemitals that
cause mutalions. More are
badly needed.

The FDA is seeking funds

CuntCan W -

from f{ive to six pounds in the
1970s. Production of ull chemi-
cals is expected 1o increase by
73 per cent.

The adminisirazicn’s pro-
posed Toxic Substances Act
would authorize tic head of|
EPA to restrict or ban chemi-
cais and prescrib standards)
for tests of new oncs. “The
act,”  suates  Ruckelshaus,

e w4

Center for Toxicol

ical Resecarch at the Army's
former Pine Bluff Arscnal,
Ark., biological labs. FDA is
also struggling with a review
of more than 600 lonzuscd
food addilives on what it|
hou:ly c:lll it's “generally

i are knowpn
producers in animals. Oak-
ridge National Laboratory bi.
ologists have now found that 2

i ine causes i

as sale” or GRAS
hsl.

The average American’s an-|
nuat food lddmve consump-
tioa is w

policy that new chemical sub-
stances should be adequately|
tested.”

Boston's Dr. Ep=tein says of
the adminisiration proposal:

® It relies 100 aiuch on ex-|
pert boards named by the Na-
tiopal Academy of Sciences—
boards he calls “biascd” in
several instances—with  “no
apporiunily for ea iy input by
scientific and legal representa-
tives of Liewpoints.”

® It excludes pesticides and haited, Dr. Epstein maintaius.l

food additives as covercd by,
other acts “which we know arc!

grossly deficient.”

® “There is no requirement|
for efficacy"—for pulting the,
onus on the producer 1o show
that the chemical is needed
and can do what it purpocts 9|
do. White House conferees on
nulnllon last year made such
an ' ¢flicaey™ recomuicadation.

A pesticide control bill i
troduced by Sca. Gaylord Nel-
son (D-Wis) with Sen. tlubert
H. flumphrey (D-Mina.) would
require it. It wouid weigh ben-
efits as shown by spccific data
against  possible  hazards,
known and unkanown.

Many hazards will inevita-
bly remain unknown until ncw
chemicals are put to wide use.
But much of the rush o ques-
tionable new oncs could be

since the Kefauver raforms—

if a chemical—like a drug|

thad to “serve a socially useful!!

“If not,” Epstein wrote re-

accept polential hazards with-|
out general matching bene-
fits?”

cently in the British jouraal,!
Nature, “why introduce it and!
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