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Tumer & Newall Limited
Doard Meeting - 35th May, 1967

Asbestos and lfealth - Publicity Probleme .

! was asked (o make a report to the Noard on the current
situation on this topic, | think the llcard may appreciate s summary

of the background first,

lintory

As the Tloard is aware, asbeatosia (diffuse fibrciis of the
lung) hes been s recogniacsd problem aince aboutl 1930, and since then
a very large amount of Group capital, revenue and mansgerial effort
has bieen expended on cantroliing and diminishing the incidence of
this dissase, Na cure hsa yot been found; the diseane, nnce begun,
(s trroversible and almoat Invarishly shortens lile, except where
some other quite distinct cause of death supervenes, -

There (8 goad evidence that in our factariea conditiona
are now such that very few nrw casen are now being caused, but as
the disense val take 20 or even 30 years to develop cases will
continue to be initially diagnoaed for a guod many years to come,

At present new notifications in the I/, K, are occurring at the rate
of sbout 80 a year, with a tendency still (o increass, The annusl
number of deaths has risen to 64 in the last two years, compared
with 40 & year from 1961 - 1984 and only 28 & year tn the ten yeare
from 183} - 1960, The total number of deaths from 1923 10 the end

of 10068 was 178,

The reasons why the improved conditions In factoriee -
which date back, in part, for over 30 years - have not caused the
number of new diagnosea to pass the pesk by now are four-fold,
Firetly, because the insulation contracting side of the industry wae
not subject to Regulations and did not realise its danger in time;
moat of the new cases are now arising on that side, caused mainly by
conditions 10-20 years ngo, Secondly, because the population
employed in the industry increased rapidly during the 1930°s and this °
population is now getting older and more liable to develop disease of
one kind or another. Thirdly, because of the striking fall {n the
tacidence of tuberculosis and the desth rate {rom pneumonis and other
chest diseases, 80 that more people lisble 10 chest trouble dive ’
longer and get asbestoais, And fourthly, because methods of diagnosis
are getung steadily keener and are casustng the Medical l‘uwll 0
diagnose disability at an earlier stage than before, -

Evea if no new casea were being diagnosed, the mumber of
deaths of asbestosis cases is bound to rise for a good many yoars yot,
because the existing cases caused by expasure yeare ago are getting
older and when they dle - many of them well after retirement age -
tnquests are held and their deaths are ssccciated, at lesst partly,

with asbestosis,
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_atudied {n almost every major industrial country, _

A further factor which atiracta medica!l atiention ond

adverse publicity ia that an increasing propnrtion of anbestosia cases
now develop lung cancer a2 a secondary effect.  Thia increase, oddly

enough, la partly due to a subatential ries in the aapsctation of life
ol asbesiosia camea due to Improved conditions.

As a reault of these facts, much medical research in many
paria of the warld has been focusaed {n the last (en years an the health
problema of aaheatan, Ieading to tnternntional medieal conferencen and
the pubilication of many papers, all of whith create unfavourshls
publicity, even when the ressarchers themaelves are not actively
hostile 10 the tndustry or courting peraunal fame, as some of them are.

A ptece of medical rencarrh in Capstown in 1083 Indicated
that many lunge af the urban popalntion ontained bosiira which were,
or loaked vary like, the "farruginoun luuiies’ which are found in the
lunge of sabeston workers, Althuwgh these bodies are harmleasin
theniaclvra - and Il han since been alvwiwn that very similar bodies can
be caused by many different dusis which sre preasent tn urban life +
the auggesation was made that aahiestos may he a “genoral urtan hasard”,
and this hae beon much written and talhed about in JNublic Health elreles.

A Finally, what really caught the public attention In Nritalp
wan the discovery - firat in Africa and then in and around the Cape

Asheatoa Company’a factory in liarking - of an assoc:iation between
aahbestons and the rare form of cancer called meanthelioma, While
this discase - which kille rapidly - ia predomtnantly associated with
crocidolite, there {a some evidence of an occaaionn] aasociation with

chrysotile, and this eannot be absolutely denied,

Thies summary may seem long dbut it (e a very brief and
selective digest of an enormous subject. It will, perhaps, serve to

show the magnitude of our problem,

Research Probloms

The main difficulty is that the exact causation of the
patholegy ia not yet understood, and sn no one can say why aome types
or origins of asbestos may be more dangerous than others, or why the
range of susceptibility tn (ndividuals seema to range from almost.ail
to quite rapid involvement; there {s even some evidence, recently,
that the troubles may be mainly caused not by the sabestos iteelf bug
by (nfiniteaimal trace elements of metal from the beaters of the
opeming machines in the mills. {This might explain why diseasea are
relatively rare among the miners.} These problems are now being

Publicity in the U. K.

The allegation - mainly in regard (o mesothelioma, and
even this is very questionable - that gquite siight exposure to asbestos
dust could be dangerous has ied to alarm among dockers and aleo to
very damaging and alarmist statements about the dangers of using |

Continued .,,..,.
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in "24-lloure” in February, : )
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ashestos producte or even of living In asbestos- cement bulldings,
Much of thia is judicrous but some of it ta being put out by hospital
and university authoritien whnne word carries weight, and the same
distartiona reverberate and are picked up and repeated with a
snnwhalling effect, The (nduatry's products are veing "“smeared"
directly and indirectly in many wnys and this {s almnat as difficult
to ecambat ae MeCarthy's political amear campaign on individuals {a
the LI, H. A, 1en yeara agn, Fvery sub.editor now imows that the
danger of anhestos dual ia news, and unfavourable articlea end
slarmiat headlines are appearing almaat severy day, particsiarly In
local papors and In Trade Unlon juenale, whenever any event such
an a medical lecture, an Intpuest ar a (Cammon law seltlement comes
up, Queations (n Parilament have bean caming up st the rats of two
or three a week, but the Miniatry of lainur haa been parrying these
very well, B . N.C, T.V, putouta very irreaponsible programme

The attitude of lsbour in the docke, building atiea and the
contracting industry {though nnt, forumately, in any T. & N, Qroup
{aclorice, w0 far) has naturally become restive and there have been
stappages of wark, and theeata of more, on bullding aites and ship-
yarus where asbeutns tnaulation or fire.resinting pariitions ape being
tnatalled, Itig customers such an [.C, 1., Hospital Authorities, the
Navy and tha C,¥.G. R, are tendding 10 tum 1o non.asbeslon materiale
where posaible; British Ratflways - or their Unione - have quite
accidrntally made mattera worse by widely publicising the decision
(which they had in fact made about a year ago) (o cease using sprayed

Limpet Asbestos on rallway coaches,

Fverything possible 18 Leing done through the Medical
Adviser to the T. 1. C,, through the Medieal Officers and officisls of
the Nationalised Induatries and by technical and commercial contacte
with other customers, 1o aliay alarm and establish practices which
will eliminate riak, but the prablem I8 becoming not so muéfi one of
convincing management but of calming down thelr workers; even I
there ia no riak contractors and users will tend to avoid asbedtoa If
they fear that (ts use will give yet another opportunity for trouble.
makers to muke trouble. “This makes a new problem for the salesmen

of all companies to surmount, -

The moet serious situation currently ia (n the docks; every
Impoﬁml port in the country except Avonmouth, Manchester and
Glasgow |s now closed to asbestos unless {t 1a not only tn impervious
bage but also palletised or in containers. Palletisation te being
carefully investigated by the Canadian and now the African Mines, but
this will take many months o become the genersl practice,  ~

Action
Without stil] Arther extending thie Jong report much of the
action being taken must go un-mentioned here. On the publicity front
s small Asbestos Information Committee haa been formed, consieting
of myeself as Chairman with Senior Directors of Cape Asbestos Co, Ld.,
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the Niritish Delting & Asbestos Group and GEFCO Lid., snd the
london branch of an American firm, 1hil & Knowiton International,
has been appointed as Public lieintiona Conauitanta, Their job

will be to combat and, if poanibie, to forratall adverse publicily ia
all quariers, A I'reaa Conference has been arranged on §8th May
and the Preaa lirloane will have Leen aven by the T, & N, Directors

before this report is airculated.

Codes of I’ractice have been published for the Insulation
and itding Conatruction Industiries, A pamphiet addroased to
dnckers han been commiand, with collaboration from the 'ort of
Llondon Authaeity, the Natinnal Aseaciation of Mort K¥mployers,
the Iinfona, the Mintatry of Jabour and varioua medical suthorities
(every ward has 10 be checked and agreed with many prople - an
anfunus and time- conauming proceas) and will have becn published
belare thia report appears, A prograinme of gotting thia leallet
across (a being planned by Mr, liowe of T,A. V. Ltd, and by Me,
W. P, loward, our I%ublic Helations Ollicer,

Mootings are being planned with intorested M, P, 'e
and contacta have been or sre being mads not only with the academie
researchers but with tUniversity and ather authoritiea who may e

likely to emit damaging pronnunrementa.  All the Group's big
cuatomera and their medical advisers hava been contacted by the Unit

Companies eoncerned or by the Group's Medical Adviser, Dr, Knox,

but unii} tt can be praved that no riaks arise from uaing the Group's
producta the tendency of customera to play for safety by looking for -
altsrnative materiale can be combated only by very active selling

of the superior aftraciions of ashentos,

Joha Waddeil.




