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- September 12, 1979

MEMORANDUM T0: J. Hart

FROM: B. H-ndcrson

SUBJECT: Magnapore Construction

Reference is made to our conversation of Monday, S;ptcnbcr 10, during
which we discussed the asbestos problem associated with the cutting and
handling of the " transite"” panels for the nev Magnapore construction.

As vas mentioned, the airborne dust resulting from the cutting operation
is allowing our employees to be exposed to asbestor. OSHA's regulatory
manual CFR 1910.1001(b) (3) states "No employee shall be exposed at any time
to airborne concentrations of asbestos fibers in excess of 10 fibers, longer
that 5 micrometers, per cubic centimeter of air." I feel relatively certain
that, at times, the exposure to our employees is greater that the ceiling .
limit. Not only is the exposure present during the cutting operation, but :the
dust will remain on beams, ledges, walkways, atc. for veeks to come and will

" again create and occupational exposure to, asbestos every time there is a wind,

iy

breeze, etc. This exposure is totalling unnecessary and can be avoided with
lictle difficulty. .

The employees of the Specialty Plant are aware that the material being cut
contains asbestos. Even if it only contains 102 asbestos, as they were told by the
job supervisor, (this is not at all abnormal for this type of material) ic still
presents a hazard wvhen airborne. One of these employees was at the Federal
Building last week with a safety complain and I am sure that he would not
hesicate to repeat this action. The last thing that we want is a federal OSHA
inspector to investigate this complain, since the contractor is in violation on
nunerous regulations, (i.e. all power tools that produce or release asbestor
shall be provided with local exhaust systems; engineering controls such as
isolations, enclosure, etc. be provided, and asbestos shall be handled, vhere
practicable, in a vet state). Ramember, we are rasposnible for the contractor's
cnployccl as vall as our owm.

Hnn!hngins by the use of personal samples, would report expsoures but by

the ¢ s had them analyzed, the siding will be complete.

The®] ocl on each sheet, wvhich reads "CAUTION - CONTAINS ASBESTOS FIBERS.
AVOID CREATING DUST. BREATHING ASBESTOS DUST MAY CAUSE SERIOUS BODILY HARM. ...."
is required by law oanly if a ﬁotcntial hazard is present. 1 assure you that
if it were not necessa the manufacturer would have refrained from its
application. The label alone indicates that precautionatry msasures zust be used.
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Relative to the abévc. I would recommsnd the following:

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

Have the contractor isolate that particular process as to eliminate
exposure to Grace smployees (as wall as other contractor personnel).
People may find it necessary to (1) go to OSHA or (2) refusing to
work in that area.

Have the contractor minimize dust by a vacuum or a wvetting process
similar to that used in cutting concrete, stone, etc.

Have the exposed contrictor'cnployccs use the proper respiratory
protection to prevent inhalation of these fibers.

-«

Have the dust and debris removed from the area to avoid it bcin;l
carried by the wind. .

Have the contractor familarize himself with 29CFR 1910.1001 (Asbcstoc)

- relative to protection, clothing, record keeping, etc.

These recommendations may appear somevhat stringent, but I assure you that
this would be preferred to work stoppsges, or even worse, an occupational illness
resulting from this process. Asbestosis, unlike most chemical expsourss, is
progressive, even in the absence of further exposure, as those inhaled fibers
wvhich have been trapped within the lung continue their biological actions.

If you have any quastions pertaining to the above, contact mes.
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