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TRLRPHO: TUNSTALL LABORATORY,
BROAD CAK MOAD,
SITYINGBOURNE,
KENT.

AR/SB 6th November, 1967.

Or. V.N, Hardy,
Monsanto Chemicels Ltd.,
Monsanto House,

10-18 Victoria Street,
London, $.W.1

Dear Or. Hardy,

| thank you for your letter of 3rd November, 1967, which indicates that
we are both concerned with shwr very similar problems,

| suggested that there was possible contamination of the river Witham
because of the occurrence of the P.C.B's In the eggs of herons feeding on
fish which come from the Witham Catchment area. More specifically ths
heronry is at Tumby Woodsida, Lincs., some 10 miles from Boston. | suggest
that water pollution may be responsible because the P.C.B's appear to occur
to their targest extent In birds from an aquatic environment. We have no
evidence of P.C,B. content in harons from elsewhere but we do find that some
sea birds from the N.E. Coast also contain P.C.B's whilst on the N.W. and
West Coast of Scotllna they are absent.

In answer to your second point | would guess that there are seversl

f pollution and the Scandinavian source is different from our own. |

bal ieve that the fact that the human in the United Kingdom contains very little
would indicate that the source of poliution is of squetic origin. If the
atmosphere ware po)luted to any extent human fat would contain these compounds
and from our own experience if they are present it is at very low concentrations
Indeed, possibly less than 0.1 ppm.

To answer your third point, particular chlorinated insecticides and/or
thelr metabolltes occur In aimost every organism in the United Kingdom. The
hiphenyls are not so widely distributed, but like the chlorinated insecticides
OUT and its metabolite DDE, and Dieldrin they roach_their highest concentration
in some squatic birds where they mey occur in squal or greater concentration
than do the insecticides, | would say that the maximum concentration of P.C.B's
that we find in wildlife is of the order of 10 to 20 ppm.

It is very difflcult to assess the hazard of the P,C.B's but from the
concentrations that we find and the reported LD . It is unllkaly that the
residues of P,C.B. constitute & direct toxic hadlrd—

If it would be of any assistance for you to come end discuss this problem
with us we would be very glad to see you.

Yours sinceretly,

MONS 090511
A. Richardson



