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Dr. Robert A. Kehoe  
Director of Kettering Laboratory  
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine  
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

For the last several years I have taken care of the w orkers
in a smelting plant here in Charlotte. Problems of di fferent sorts  
have come up over the years and I am writing to ask if  you can lend me  
a hand in solving them. Particularly, I would like to kn ow if you  
would be able to do blood and urine leads for the company.

In the past, I have been accustomed to sending these out to  
a laboratory on the West Coast which has given very  good service. How­
ever, they seldom, if ever report elevation of the blood lea d or urine  
lead to toxic levels. There has never been a really serious  case of  
lead poisoning but we do have a fair number of mild a nemias with con­
siderable stippling and employees with lead lines. There has never been  
wrist drop or encephalopathy. There has occasionall y been perhaps extreme  
constipation with some abdominal pain although this is ha rd to evaluate.

The discrepancy between what seems to be obvious sign s of lead
poisoning and the blood and urine leads reported bel ow toxic level has  
puzzled me and I hoped you would be able to explain it or that your labora­
tory might find that these values are elevated.

I believe that the manufacturing plant has adequate v entilation;
however., the employees do not seem to grasp the id ea that they should be  
very careful in their personal hygiene and careful to w ear masks.

Please let me know if you can do this for us and if yo u furnish
the containers for collecting blood and urine samples. Plea se also let me  
know your opinion of the value of routine coproporp hyrin determinations on  
the urine. Thanking you in advance, I am

Yours truly,

M  i?   ̂i ' L  ^  i ’~

W. B. Mayer, M. D,
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