PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

YEYORLEDUY -
Joly 3, 1944
DR. ARMSTRONG:

The Actuarizl Division has asked us to study the Johnson'e
Mine Compary on which we have Grour Life coverage, because in the last
three years we have paic 28 cleims of which 12 deaths were due to
tuberculosis., The Croup is increasing the premium on the company as
of July 1, 19.4.

- Johnson's Mine Company gquarries and manufactires asbectos and
i1s loceted in Thetford Vines. Severszl industriel hygiene surveys have
been made at Johnson'sg Mines in pest years—the first was in June 1930
in esnnection with the study of an asbesztos industry in Canada. Another
stucy was made in Merch 1531. A8 you will probably recell the conclusion
reeched in the esbestos study was that asbestosis did not predirpose:
to tuberculesis. Very high dust countr were found at Jchascn's Mines
with 09,227 of the perticles of lees thanm 10 microns: Workers were very
cereless about expectorzting on the floors; drinking water was supplied
ir buckeiw and common drinking cups were in use. A number of recommence-

ticne were zzde to improve general operating conditlcns of this mine. e v
To sutsesuent study has been made. T have suggested, inasmuch as K, (e _f/
Yekzel is planning to viesit Canada on other businees, that he include »e

Jehnsor's Mine in his ¢rip with a vier to a recheck survey of the Johnson's
Coepany properties and a survey, if possidbls, of the living conditions

of ervleyees. If you think it feasille, T might be etle to arrange

to go elong on this trip also. It seems to me regardless of whetker
astestogls coniritutes to tuberculosis, there 48 a tuberculosis problez,
net oply ic Johpson's Eines dbut in Thetford Mines. The latest mortality

" figwes that T could secwre show thad Thetford Mines in 1541 had a tuber-
culeeis martality of 259 per 100,000; in Quebec 80 per 100,000; and in
Canade 51 per 100,000. T have written to Dr. Gardner in Saramac to ask
hie acvice atoul the present status of ashestosis in relation to tuber-
culésis and also far any suggestions as to the approack to this probler

in Canada. T discussed the matter briefly withk Dr. Ewrnette when he was -
lart here and he w.igested getting in touch with Dr. Turgeon, Director g*‘
of the Division of Industriel Hygieme in Quebec City. I plan to write

to Dr. Tyrgecn for more up-to-date figures on tuberculosis mortality

and a breskdown by male age groups. If T went to Canada I could discuss
the problem hore freely than I could by mail. Before plunging into this,
towever, T sbould like to have your advice as to the proper lines of
procedwe #0 as t0 avoid crossing any sdministretive lines or stirring

up trouble without leading to any censtructive result. I might add that
the Actusriel Divisien has asked Dr. ¥cConnell atout the healtk conditicns
in Johnscn'y Nine from time to time. Dr. ¥cConnell's opinion was that

the employees wers French-Cansdians and looked wundernouriehed and that,

in his opirion, the cleim experience would mot be very good. It has deen
for this resson that ALE has mot been sold.

George E. Wheatley, E.D.
Assistant ¥edicel Director




