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t ' *Hl Airborne vinyl chloride to be checked^
‘ By HABOli) SCAftLCTT 

Fuat Girlmmcat Writer

As •xfeaustlv* sampling program win 
•tart te July to drtennine hoar much 
ctacer-faktf vlayl chloride my be 
escaping Into Houston'i air.

The ptoUbtion sampling by the Texas 
Air Control Board will heller define 
whether the eareiaogealc chemical is a 
threat te the pubUe. air hoard engtaser 
JlmTarrsald.

Terr laid of the sampling project 
Thursday during a talk oe vinyl chloride 
before • local group of the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers.

He explained the sampling results

could lead to the state agency adopting 
**a different approach** bin the federal 
Environmental Preterites Agency In 
controlling vinyl chloride.

"We want ta be aura that what EPA k 
doing will be adequate for the Texas 
situation,*' Tarr said.

In hli talt, Tarr was critical of several 
aspects of the EPA's vlay) chlcrfde regu­
lations. Hs said the federal controls do 
not apply ta all vtayl chloride emissions, 
do not adequately deal with accidental 
emhilpM dtwtacitltnl uwets, opd do art 
control Iha iHuwaal of licit Id and orxaolc
wim Wrt.gyM miiAian chteat—

T«rr Mid the program will Involve 
ir.cn aampllng stations taking H-hour

compoiltc umplc. tor at Iron »lx 
month*.

Thrrr at Ike alaUooa all! be la the 
Door Park atntch of the Ship Channel, 
be in id, with two ototlona la Texan City 
and two In Freeport,

The Hanatoa area li one of the nation** 
blggeat production center, af vinyl chlo­
ride, nod nil throe of the aampllng cee- 
Icn caotaia plants lhal make or process 
the chemical.

Vinyl chloride was discovered In early 
1PH la have earned a rat* liver cencer 
In aome plant workers 11 hss since been 
tentatively tinted to other c.ncen, birth 
defects and chromosome damage 

Terr said In hi. talk that three medi­

cal experts have said Independently tka* 
the maximum acceptable expoauu of t) 
public to vtayl chloride over a pralMif 
fried should he It paw, p- hllit^. f,,

He eeld there are tocbcstiona th* 
aome area teeldrnts have been expo, 
ta higher concentrations than this - s 
least until ncent plant cleanups.

Some Industry engineers at the meet- 
tng auggestad to Tarr that atrtet aea 
limits an vinyl chloride emlstleno ate a 
cosllr case et overkill

Tut. however, said that In view of the 
apparent multiple health afreets tram the 
chemical, he Is "comfortable" with the 
•trlct con trots.

Copies: Mack Fowler
Saad Ishntal The above is for your information and will give

you some idea of why we are being asked to set up 
such an elaborate carbon control for the tanks 
containing the chlorinated solvent waste.
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