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July 15, 1260

£r. Pierce 1« DuKctr 
St aracrd-Vacuun d l Company 
1000 Vfestchester Avenue 
Khite Plains, Hew York
Dear lir. Bailor:

Uhen Ur. Robert A- Echos was in this office after hia return from 
Europe he briefly reported on Ms activity concerning the medical clearance of 
tetreraethyl lead. He reported that he had visited the western European countries 
sad had written letters to the tetraethyl lead consultants in the various areas 
.of the world where i!-iL might be marketed. Dr. Kehos, with Dr. P. S. I. Carry, 
Chief Kodical Officer of The Associated Ethyl Company Limited, composed' the fol­
lowing letter*

".As you may well be aware, a new anti-knock ccenpound, Tetramethyl Lead, has been 
introduced into certain types of gasoline at present in use in limited areas in 
the U.3.A. The manufacture of tetremethyl load compound, the distribution, 
blending with gasoline and sale of such gasoline is being carried out with the 
knowledge and consent of the Surgeon General of the U.S. Public health Service 
end of the Health Authorities of the individual States concerned.

"It is to be assumed that in due course gasoline containing t et remethyl lead will 
be introduced into areas outside the U.G.A. ïttth tM.3 in view, Dr. Kehce, Director 
of the Kettering Laboratory, Cincinnati, and I have .Just completed a tour of 
îîcstèrn European Countries, during the course of which we have provided Government 
Health Authorities, C&cupation&l Health Leaders, Oil Company Doctors and our own 
Consultants with all the information that we have to «hate on the toxicological and 
public health aspects of this material, both in a concentrated form end when 
blended with gasoline.
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"She higher volatility of tetramethyl lead would appear to increse the hazard, with 
particular reference to the handling of gasoline, but this is counter-balanced to 
acme extent by the lower toxicity vis-a-vis tetraethyl lead and in any case the 
overall increase is of little or no. practical significance. .

"Eir.ee the overall problem does not differ substantially from that presented by 
teoraethyl lend, the same safety rcccmnendations will bo applied in respect of 
manufacture and distribution as apply to tetraethyl lead at the present time.
"I enclose such information as we have available at the present time, including a 
copy of a Deport by Dr. Kehoe of a field trial which was undertaken in a taxicab 
garage in California in the cummer of 1959» . •

"la accordance with our past practice, we feel it would be desirable to inform the 
appropriate health authorities in Australia of the possibility that gasoline con­
taining T.M.L. may be introduced into your country end to acquaint them with the 
nature of the hygenic question end its present status in the U.S.A.
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*!s-!e should be most grateful if you would undertake to provide this information 
to the appropriate'health authorities on our behalf as coon as possible, and 
to inform us of vhat proceduriol action, if any, would be required in Australia 
prior to the introduction of this material into gasoline. Subsequently we should 
be grateful-if you would inform our other Medical Consultants in Australia.”

Shis type of letter was sent by Dr. Parry on Associated Ethyl limited 
stationery to the medical consultants in Australia, Couth Africa, end Esv? Zeeland. 
Dr. 1‘eliee either has or is in the process of giving Dr. Foxireher the names cf the 
tetraethyl lead doctors who received iris letters in the territories in which you 
market. Dr. Kehce is also supplying us with a list cf the doctors end the coun­
tries in which contacts have boon made or letters written on the medical aspects 
of f i .  Your Medical Department trill ba able to get in touch with these doctors 
directly in case it is necessary.

If there is anything that our Medical Department or cur Product 
Service end Safety Deportment caii do to help, let me know.

Yours very truly,

j j f /al J. J. Frey

Tt <*Ju « uU Dr*. Eahce i s  a lso  p lan n in g  t o  su p p ly  u s and yea w it h  th e noses o f  th e 
x scd icsl a u t h o r it ie s  in  such cou n t ry  re sp o n sib le  f a r  c le a r in g  I ML.
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