into a storage tank which 18 an integral part of the mixing plant.
Certain other types of mixing planta_nre*undar-investigation end
conslderaticn and may provws to be highly advantageous. <n the
other hand there are valid reasons for the avolidance of mixing
into moblle equipment, as barges, teank cars, and trucks, not only
because of the posaibility of shipping gasolinesa dangerously high
in their lead contsant, but also bsocausze of remote dangsrs sgzac-
ciated with the cleaning and repalr of such squipment. Some such
zathod may one day be deviased which is not only salfe in fiself,
but 1s actually safer than present methods and it would be unfor-
tunate to close the door upon such procedure. ‘e have such a
method under consideration at this time. Under such restrictions
as wo have suggeated 1t will have to prove itself beyond per-
adventura, and that, I think. is highly deairadble,

. Ve havq made no rooommanaations
Tar a cods of regulatiocn on finished gasolina. The only points
worthy of consideration refer to lesad concentration,; color; and
the use of aigns on pumps and contalneras. Ho other reguisilon
13 necessary, and, in cuxr opinion, none cther should be or could
23 attempted without casting groeat doubd on the sinceriiy and
validity of the ontire code of regulations. iHoreover this matter
13 not an Ligporitunt problem al present: Obviously,; lhiowsver, sny
ragulaticns developed now in this field should avoid ths use of
the word "gthyl CGassoline™, since this i3 & patented nawms and,
therefore, will not apply to other gasolinea containing lead
tetraethyl.

I send aiong a copy of materlal
which we think could be used advantagaeusly in the form of a
new letter.

' Thers 18 one other matter which
I should poilnt oute The large memorandum, one copy of which is
enclosed for your use and information,; would probably be regarded
as contalning a conaiderable amount of information obtained by me
in a highly confidsntlal relstionship: I could not jJjustily withe
holding this information from you,; but by the same token I must
asit you to regard it as confldential: I belleve ocur mutual
purposes would bdest De served by your using it for your infore
matlon; refurning it and also the one I handed you on iriday,
when it has servsd your purpose.  If you wish to make some notes
for your own uze, do 30, but have them in your own words as you
might do as the result of psrascnal conference; rather than in mine.

Finally, if anything develops out
of this matter now or in the future, in which I can Le of assistance
to you as a source of information,; please do not hesitato to ocall on
el 2

Sincerely yours,

RA¥ 148 ] | , Robert A. Kechoe, H.D.
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Suggested Draft of News Letter

- For the past fifteen years the manufacture of lead
tetraethyl has not been a source of great concern in relation
to public or industrial health, Dwuring that time mesnufacturing
operations have been carried out in only two states and under
effective hygienic control. However, in thoApaat month, &as a
consequence of attempts to manufacture lead tetraethyl without
proper safe guards, the attention of the Public Health Service
has been callsd to this problem, when several cases of poisoning
were reported in connection with a plant that had been in conygnﬁous
operaticn only two weeks, Two men had serious 1llness with déiirium
and manla, one lost forty pounds in weight in the two weaka and the
others, who had little opportunity for exm osure, were only moderately
ill.

The seriousness of the problem created by plants of this
typé, which, incidentally, operate in contravention of existing
patent rights, cannot be coverestimated, when it is oonsidered
that in the case in questim no precautions of any kind were taken
in carrying out improved methods of manufacture, and no attempt
was made to see that the product was tfansported, stored, or mixed
with gasoline in such a manner as to avoid serious danger to the
persons involved. The possible cohaequencsc of the failure to color

the product itself or the gasoline mixed therewith, and to control

“"the concentration of lead tetraethyl in the gasoline, concern not

only those immediately involved in the manufacture of lead tetrasthyl
and in the preparation and distribution of gasoline, but also the
general public,
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Avallsble informetion indicates that the construction
of plants of this typo'is being promoted in several states in
complete disregard of the dangers entiled, and in fact, that
assurances have béen'giian.by tha’prdmoter that the operation
is without dangor; Unsuspecting peoplo are thereby Induced to
expose themselves and others to risks, whioch they would certainly
avoid if they were informed. |

In view of thess facts, andiin recognition of the likeli~-
hood that similar manufacturing plants may be promoted and operated
in other states, regommendations are belng prepared, setting fgrth
the minimum requlrements’ for the hygienio control of lead tetraethyl
ménufacturing plants and for dealing with the problems assoclated
with their operation.
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