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Into a storage tank which la an integral part of the mixin g plant.  
Certain other types of mixing plants are under inve stigation and  
consideration and may prove to be highly advantageo us. On the  
other hand there are valid reasons for the avoidance of  mixing  
into mobile equipment» as barges» tank oars» and trucks » not only  
because of the possibility of shipping gasolines dan gerously high  
in their lead content» but also because of remote d angers asso­
ciated with the cleaning and repair of such equipme nt. Some auoh  
method may one day be devised which la not only safe  in itself*  
but is actually safer than present methods and it wou ld be unfor­
tunate to close the door upon such procedure. *$e ha ve such a  
method under consideration at this time, tinder suc h restrictions  
as we have suggested It will have to prove Itself beyond  per-  
adventura* and that» I think» la highly desirable.

We have made no recommendations  
for a code of regulation on finished gasoline, The only points  
worthy of consideration refer to lead concentration » color» and  
the use of signs on pumps and containers, «o other regula tion  
is necessary» and» in our opinion» none other shoul d be or could  
os attempted without casting groat doubt on the since rity and  
validity of the entire code of regulations. Moreover th is matter  
1 3 not an important problem at present* Obviously» however* any  
regulations developed now in this field should avoid t he use of  
the word "Ethyl Gasoline”» since this is a patented n ame and»  
therefore* will not apply to other gasolines containin g lead  
tetraethyl.

X send along a copy of material  
which we think could be used advantageously in the form of a 
new letter.

There Is one other matter which  
I should point out. The large memorandum, one copy of which is  
enclosed for your use and information, would probab ly be regarded  
as containing a considerable amount of information ob tained by me  
in a highly confidential relationship. I could not justify with­
holding this information from you* but by the same token  1 must  
ask you to regard It as confidential. X believe our mutual  
purposes would best be served by your using it for you r infor­
mation^ returning it and also the one I handed you on Friday,  
when it has served your purpose. If you wish to make so me notes  
for your own use, do 30, but have them in your own words as you  
might do as the result of personal conference* rather  than in mine.

Finally, if anything develops out
of this matter now or in the future, in which X can b e of assistance  
to you as a source of information^ please do not hesi tate to call on
me.

Sincerely yours.

RAK:is
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Robert A. Kfthoo, II.D.
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For the past fifteen years the manufacture of lead  

tetraethyl has not been a source of great conoern in  relation  

to public or industrial health* During that time ma nufacturing  

operations have been oarried out in only tvo states and under  

effective hygienic control* However# in the past mon th# as a  

consequence of attempts to manufacture lead tetraethy l without  

proper safe guards# the attention of the Public Hea lth Service  

has been called to this problem* when several cases o f poisoning  

were reported in connection with a plant that had bee n in continuous  

operation only two weeks* Two men had serious illne ss with delirium  

and mania* one lost forty pounds in weight in the tw o weeks and the  

others, who had little opportunity for exposure* wer e only moderately  

ill.

The seriousness of the problem created by plants of th is  

type, which, incidentally, operate in contravention of  existing  

patent rights, cannot be overestimated, when it is considered  

that in the case in questicn no precautions of any kind w ere taken  

in carrying out improved methods of manufacture* and  no attempt  

was made to see that the product was transported, sto red, or mixed  

with gasoline in such a manner as to avoid serious da nger to the  

persona involved* The possible consequences of the f ailure to color  

the product Itself or the gasoline mixed therewith, and  to control  

the concentration of lead tetraethyl in the gasolin e, concern not  

only those immediately Involved in the manufacture of lead tetraethyl  

and in the preparation and distribution of gasoline,  but also the  

general public*
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Available information indicates that the constructi on  

of plants of this type is being promoted in several  states in  

complete disregard of the dangers entiled, and In f act, that  

assurances have been given by the promoter that the  operation  

is without danger* Unsuspecting people are thereby Ind uced to  

expose themselves and others to risks, which they wou ld certainly  

avoid if they were informed*

In view of these facts, and in recognition of the l ikell-  

hood that similar manufacturing plants may be promo ted and operated  

in other states, recommendations are being prepared , setting forth  

the minimum requirements" for the hygienic control of lead tetraethyl  

manufacturing plants and for dealing with the probl ems associated  

with their operation*
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