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CONFIDENTIAL .
Mr., Sumner Simpson, President,
Baybestos-Manhattan, Ine.,

Bridgeport, Conn, ‘ | L
' Subjx STUDY OF DUST CONDITIONS AT THE PLANT
Deaxr Mr, Simpsont= : _ 0¥ THE GENERAL ASEESTOS & HUBBEB DIVISIC!

I wish tc make a report to you, as follows:

This morning, at about 9:00 o'olook, a Dr. H. F. Wilson, a representative of
the South carolina State Board of Health, called at this office and stated tha
he was making this visit at the request of DIr. J. A. Hayne, who is the Health
0fficer for the State of Scuth Carolina,

The objeot of this visit was for the purpose of tinding out if we would grant
permission to the South Carolina State Board of Health to make an inspection a
study of dust conditions at this plant. I spent quite a whiles in oonversatio:
with this gentleman and found out that this request was brought about by the
U. S. Department of Health wishing to maks a survey of an Asbestos plant, whic
it was considered, had bdeen drought up to the best possidle oonditions at the
present time., However, it seems thet the law is such that the U.S.Department
of Health oan not send men into any State without firat getting the permission
of the State Health Department, and then the State Health Department has to od
tain permission fram the owners of the plant.

Dr. Wilson advised me that this inspection would de made by representatives of
the United States Department of Health cooperating with repreaentativos ot the
Scuthk Carolina State Boerd of Healtn. .
Sometime ago, I advised you that I hnd.mzt Dr. Sayar, an Assistant Surgton
General of the United States, who is the head of the United States Bepartment
of Health, and this Dr. Wilson stated that he had bdeen in New York and dis-
oussed thil matter with Dr, lanza end Dr. MoConnell of the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Co., and that when the question came up as to same plent whioh they
could study under the best conditions, Dr. Wilson advised that Dr.McConnell
stated to him: "If you desire to see the model plant in the United States,

you should try to get permission to examine the plant of the General Asbestos
& Rubder Division at North Charleaton, South Oarolina.

I next questioned Dr. Wilson as to what was the nature of the study they de-
sired to make. He advised as followsi

1, They first wished to inspeot the general conditions in the plant.
2. They desired to make dust counts in the various departments.
3¢ They desired to xpray each and cveryono of the cmployees.
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I next asked Dr. Wilson if the State of South Carolina had the necessary
equipment for maeking such & study., Dre. Wilson adriszsed me that the State of
South Carolina had the necessary equipment for making the dust counts bdut
that the United States Department of Health would furnish the technicians fo
undertaking this work: also, that the United States Department of Health had
the necessary sequipment for making X-rays, and that they would bdring such
equipment to this plent, and that they would handle the work in cooperation
with the South Carolina State Board of Heslth. This Dr, Wilson appeared ¢
"be a very pleasant gentleman and seemed to de very much interested and
desirous of making this study, and I'stated to him that as far as I, persons
was conoerned, I was very anxious to see the State take an interest in this
natter and that I would write you, reoommending that you grent permission: h
ever, that I oould not extend this peminion to thu nthont your oonuat.

The next poing I ukod Dr. Wilson was that if you grnntca pemiuion rcr 8u
a study and examination of the plant, if we mla be mmuhod with e oopy c
the report. EHe atated. that ‘we woulde o ‘ ,

I noxt asked hia i1f and when we were bothered with dnmgo mitl, it thq wou
testify for us. He stated that the law would not permit them to testify fo:
either a plaintiff or defendant. I said: "that might be the case but I am nc
asking you to testify for the defendant dut asking you if you will testily ¢
to the conditions you found in this plant when you made this examination®,
’aoiaud, "oortainl: we ull ho pomtted to gin tutmony as to oondiuona
wh oh we ronnd

I em submitting all of the above %0 you and trust thad you | will see £i% %o
gan:a this r-quut. which 1- being xade by the South cu-olm stato Boud o1
al . o

- I might rurthar advise that Inmotuatoly after this gentlm left the orriot
I 'phoned Mr. Mitohell and told him as to this visit$ of Dr, Wilson's and he
stated that lie would like to discuss this matter with me, I am therefore
8iving a copy of this lstter to lir, Mitchell and I will request him to writ:
you as to his opinion, 4Ais far as I sm concerned, I am not afraid of anyon¢
goming in this plant at the present time and making an inspection, and to
the best of my recollection some short while sgo, I think you made a .
suggestion that we request members of the Mediocal profession to some np to
the plant and that we serve them a lnnoh in the Card Roome

I trust you wil give this mtter your immediate attention, for Dr. ¥ilson
has roqugatod that I advise him as %o your deouicn as aoon as pouible.

. Yours very rupeotmlk,

: B. BE. Jeffords, General Manager
‘ , o Cleanest Plant in the United States
EHY :MoK o , Now bdeing designated as a Model Plant

~PeSe When mding thin over I noticed there was one mportant point I fail
to mention,and that is,Dr.Wilson stated that if this permission is
granted, they will make an nmpoction and study of tho p].ant somotinc
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