
LAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

General Asbestos & Rubber Division
of Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc.

North Charleston, S. C

October 87, 1936
CONFIDENTIAL
Mr* Sumner Slap son* President,
Baybeatoa-Manhattan, Ino.,
Bridgeport, Conn*

SubJt STUDY OF DUST CONDITIONS AT TEE PLANT 
Dear Mr. Slop eon:- OF THE GENSIAL ASBESTOS A RUBBER DIYISIQ]
I wish to make a report to you, aa follows:

This morning, at about 9:00 o'clock, a Dr* E. F. Wilson, a representative of 
the South Carolina State Board of Health, called at this office and stated tha 
he was making this visit at the request of Dr* J. A. Bayne, who is the Health 
Offloer for the State of South Carolina*

The objeot of this visit was for the purpose of finding out if we would grant 
permission to the South Carolina State Board of Health to make an inspeotlon a 
study of dust conditions at this plant* I spent quite a while In oonversatlo: 
with this gentleman and found out that this request was brought about by the 
U. S. Department of Health wishing to sake a survey of an Asbestos plant, whlo: 
it was considered, had been brought up to the best possible conditions at the 
present time* However, it seems that the law is such that the U.S.Department 
of Health can not send men into any State without first getting the pezmisslon 
of the State Health Department, and then the State Health Department has to ob 
tain permission fraa the owners of the plant*

Dr. Wilson advised me that this Inspeotlon would be made by representatives of 
the United States Department of Health cooperating with representatives of the 
South Carolina State Board of Health* -t.

Sometime ago, I advised you that X had met Dr. Sayer, an Assistant Surgeon 
General of the United States, who is the head of the United States Department 
of Health, and this Dr. Wilson stated that he had been in Hew York and die- 
oussed this matter with Dr* Lanza and Dr. ISoConnell of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Co., end that when the question oame up as to sene plant whloh they 
could study under the best conditions. Dr. Wilson advised that Dr .McConnell 
stated to him: "If you desire to see the model plant in the United states, 
you should try to get permission to examine the plant of the General Asbeetos 
& Rubber Division at North Charleston, South Carolina*"

I next questioned Dr. Wilson as to what was the nature of the study they de­
sired to make. He advised as follows:
1. They first wished to inspect the general conditions in the plant*
8* They desired to make dust counts in the various departments*
3. They desired to X-ray eaoh and everyone of the anployees*
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Hr* Simpson Subjt Study of Duat Conditions 10/87/36
at plant of General Asb«& Rbr.Div*

I naxt asked Or* Vilaon If tba Stata of South Carolina bad the neoassary 
equipment for making snob a study* Or* Wilson advised me that tba State of. 
South Carolina had tba neoessaxy equipment for making the dust oounta but 
that the United States Department of Health would furnish the teohnlolana to 
undertaking this works also, that the United States Department of Health had 
the necessary equipment for making X-rays, and that they would bring sueh 
equipment to this plant, and that they would handle the work in cooperation 
with the South Carolina State Board of Health* This Dr* Wilson appeared to 
be a very pleasant gentleman and seemed to be very much Interested and 
desirous of making this study, and Z vtatfC to him that as far as I, persons 
was concerned, 1 was very anxious to see the state take an Interest in this 
matter and that 1 would write you, recommending that you grant permission: b 
ever, that I could not extend this permission to them without your consent*

The next point Z asked Or* Wilson was that if you granted permission for eu 
a study and examination of the plant, if we would be furnished with a copy c 
the report* He stated that we would*

I next asked him if and when we were bothered with damage suits, if they won 
testily for us* He stated that the law would not permit them to testify for 
either a plaintiff or defendant* % said: "that might be the ease but I am nc 
asking you to testily for the defendant but asking you if you will testify e 
to the conditions you found in tills plant when you made this examination" * 
He said, "certainly we will be permitted to give testimony as to conditions 
whloh we found*"

I am submitting all of the above to you and trust that you will sss fit to 
grant this request, whloh is being made by the South Carolina State Board oi 
Heal til.

Z might farther advise that immediately after this gentleman left the offlot 
I 'phoned Hr* Hltohell and told him aa to this visit of Dr* Wilson's and he 
stated that he would like to discuss this matter with me* Z am therefore 
giving a copy of this latter to Hr* Hltohell and Z will request him to wrlti 
you aa to hie opinion* JLe far as Z am oonoemed, Z am not afraid of anyonf 
coming in this plant at the present time and making an Inspection, and to 
the best of my rCoollectlon some short while ago, Z think you made a 
suggestion that we request members of the Medical profession to come up to 
the plant and that we serve them a lunch In the Card Boom*

Z trust you will give this matter your iomedlate attention, for Dr* Wilson 
has requested that Z advise him as to your decision as soon as possible*

Tours very rasp ectfuljy,

8* H* Jeffords, General Manager 
Cleanest Plant In the United States 

2EJ:Ho£ ' Row being designated as a Model Plant

P*S* When reading this over Z notloed there was one Important point Z fall 
to mention, and that is, Dr .Wilson stated that if this permission le 
granted, they will make an inspection and study of the plant sometime
next spring. 'CH 0472
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naa noraxng#at about 9100 o’clock* a Dr • E* T* Wilson* a representative of 
tba South Carolina State Board of Health* called at this office and stated tbai 
be was Bakins tbla Tisit at the leeueet or Dr* J. Hayne, who ia tba Health
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Tba objoet ofthisvisit «aa fer tbe purpose of finding out if at sould mat 
percussion to tba South Carolina state Board of Health to sake an inspection *! 
study of duet condition# atthia plait* *%x spent spits a ebile in ooamaatips 
eith this gentlmn and fou&d est that this request «aa brought about by tbs ; 
U* s« Departaant of Health wishing to »aks a survey of sa Asbestos plant. wtdc

of the state Health Department* and then the state Health Bepartnsnt baa to ob 
tain penaisaicn frcn thf Conors ef- tha plant* ■-■fK-i.
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k. Slabber BSrieioCet north
I next questioned!*# VUsen as to shat was the nature of the study theyde-



Z next askedfir* Vllsomlf tha Slate ofSouth Carolina Iad tha necessary 
squlpaent tor asking such a study. Xfr* Wilson sdwlsad an that the state of 
Sooth Carolina had the nteestexy tte*pnaat fop aalclng tba dost counts hot 
teat tea United states Department of Health would famish tea teehnlolsn* for 
undertaking this workt also, that thattfcited states Department of Healthhad 
tea necessary aoalpea&t for asking x*reys# end that they would bring such 
aaalpDaat to tela pleat* sad that theywould handle tea teak la ooeperatloa 
with tha South CoPoUaa State Board of Bbalth* 7fclaDr*wil*on appeared to
te a wary pleasant gaatUmoi and teote&teJte wary attahlntoroated sad--- 
desirous of waking this study. ate f l^fte^te hte teat as far as ^personal 
was canoemed, X was w«ty anxious loses tea Stats teks an interest In this 
Batts* and that! would writs you*rseorasBnfiing teat you grant pemlsalo&tho 
«nr» teat X could not extend thls pamlssloa to teas without your consent*

the next point 1 asksd Dr * Vlisoa wat that if you granted pexmlsalon fbr tee 
a study and examination of tea plant* it wa would te famished with a copy of 
tea report* - Be stated that .wa would*

V'v\-

I next stead hia If and whoa wo wars tetesrwd with damage suits, if they wool 
testify for us* Ba stated that tea law would not pomit than to testify for 
sitter a plaintiff or defendant* % aaldi "that night te tha ossa hut X an not 
asking you to testify for the defendant hut asking you if you will testify as 
to tea conditions you found in this Plant when you aads this examination"*
Ba said, "certainly wamu te pemiwd to gits ttetinonyante conditions 
.which w :.£'

I 8n outsitting all: of the aboYo to you and trust that you will sea fit to 
grant this request, telah if teing ml ty the tenth Carolina stats Board of

<. • ■ V >. jf - - * y "■ :-\Z -'V,, 5.:?.;^
X night farther advise that immediately after this centlecxm left te# offtoe, 
X 'phoned Hr* Rltohell and told hia as to this wialw of hr* Wilson's and te 
stated teat he would like to disouss ttes natter with mo. X n tearofors 
«mng a espy oftfeia letter to 13> Hitehcll and X will request hia to write 
you as to hia opiniow m far ssJt ma oeiJoaiBOd, I am not afraid of anyone 
toning in teisplsnt at the present time and asking sn Inspection, and to 
tee teat of ay raseilteteoB ■■SMsyshort while ago. Xthiidk you nods a :%"V •••*?.-• 
soggeotiea teatm reytsst mentemeftte Hedlealyrofeseica tocooc up te 
tha plant and-that te •erte..tha|rw:Xttteh^^te

X txuat you dll give this aatter your izeadiate attention, for Dr* Wilson 
has requested that! advise hla te to your doeiaioa ac aeon as possihlo*

•.

Uanagar '-.''v \v^
^lent ih -ths United states 

;SB7tHex ,. hodsImplant, '... ;:.-V

w**; wtding this orar j noticedpoint X mie 
,.awitiottfaad that IStPr^Wilsoa stated that if this permission is 

granted* tesy, will aaks an in^eoUoa and sttey of tee plant scROttes


