
FILE NAME: Pfizer (PFIZ)

DATE: 1976 Nov 5 

DOC#: PFIZ065

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letter and Newspaper Article Vermont Talc 
Workers





M l Johns-ManvHie

To: j. H. Swensen

internai 'Correspondence

Oma: November 5, 197.6
M

From- R. S . Lo.'iar

Copiiss: p. Kotini U..&. Fenner, H. R. Keefe, J. M. Sharratt, 
E. R. Bettinardi, D, C

Bubi*>ci: Talc —  Environmental Problems

■ 1

The attached article from the Wail Street Journal, Tuesday; 
■November 2, 1976,. page 8, "Exposure of Talc Dust May be 
Related to Deaths of Workers, Health Unit says", should be 
evaluated relative to our Penhorwood talc.
Notice that this study was’ conducted among talc workers in 
Vermont a'c Johnson and Johnson, Engelhard Minerals and 
Chemicals Corp. and Vermont Talc Co. Although there are 
considerable differences among these three companies and 
the quality of the products;they mine and produce, all are 
virtually asbestos-free. That is.what makes.this article 
disturbing. SQitte of these Vermont talcs also contain 
relatively high concentrations’of arsenic which is, ¡1 
believe, a known carcinogen. As the article states:; 
"Scientists believe there may, be something else in the mine 
environment that contributes to the cancer deaths other 
than the talc itself."
attached, also is'a copy of m y  letter of April 22, 1J976 to 
W. H, Ashton at J fi J and a copy of the paper by Giovanni ; 
F. Rubino,. et.al. "Mortality Study of Talc Miners and . 
Millers" from Journal of Occupational. Medicine, March 1976, 
Vol. 18, No. 3, pp. 186-193. This .paper clearly demonstrates 
that pure talc mineral is not a carcinogen and cannot in any 
way be related to the .asbestos-containing talcs from,upper- 
New York State. I believe that comments from Paul Kptin and 
Ed Fenner would be helpful. • ■

; V t  S ,
R. S. Lamar 
ib
Attachments all copies
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Exposure to Tale Dust 'MayBeHsUfted
To Deaths of Workers. Health Unit Says

___________  ‘ r A/* t/. 2, vV ?%
By O/UL 88QNI0NStaff Repenc? at TaW«U*8nNV JomftU* XavwUg»to7s from the Nation»! InflUWW lor Occupational aalcij and Health, or ¡.moss, have found that the death* ot 17 Versooat tak worker*, aix of them train 1ub|  eaneer, may be related la walkin' exposure to tale dust.The unpublished study la the drat to toeaa on witter hssords In the mtnlng and MlUdx at ''relatively pun" tale. Previously. TCc ere In oomttnatton with nabeatoe, n known eandnagnn, h u  been the leeui of other In- QutrtM In VR NIOSH recommended twiner' teg worker exposure to Hbeetoo, and Mhos then concern has been voiced about produc­tion ot noiuebeilu tale. Vermont waa cho­sen ai the atudy elte because Its mining operatic» process relatively pure tale.Relatively pun talc la used la a variety el Industrial and consumer products, Includ­ing talcum powder and cosmetics, uphill and plastic tuiar. Invssttgalort emphasize that their study addrnsene only the hazards of working with the law material and In no woy suggests any danger to conaume» using-talc products.The three companies that own the tele operetta» studied are Johnson k  Johnson. Bngelberd Minerals k  Chemicals Corp. and Vermont Tale Co.The work histories ol iOi men who were employed between 19*0 and 1970 until their deaths or the end of the study ware re­viewed. The actual amount of time the men were exposed to the etc and the period ol employment thereafter w an  among the fac­tors considered. The study relates Only to exposure during the lo-yaar period sa l doesn't redact current levels ot exposure to ulc duel.Six lung-cancer deaths were found, tear among miners and two among combination miner« and millers. Apparently, lung dis­ease may develop u  early u  10 years after Initial exposure end cancer Is discernible 

BOOM SO yews after Initial exposure. Eleven workers died from nonmillgnant reaplra- ury distasts. such as chronic emphysema end bronchitis. Five of these man were mSlere, one vraS a miner and the others were combination workers. 
Rlgbar-Thso-Ekpoetad Rategclenllsts say the IT deaths u s  many Ira than tha expected deaths calculated tarn national death rates and Vermont danlh rates for respiratory diseases. Sued on the study. Vermont h u  a soot M,W- ihu-expected number nf deaths from en- maUghant respiratory disease and a 1MVaatcr-Uuurczpactad death rate from re- spire Bay cancer, when compared with theutil U.i. population._______

"The present study clearly demonatratsa that nonmaUgnant thing) disease (excluding .pneumonia or tnlhunsai la associated with exposure to -relatively p u rr tale," says fad* isfcag. epidemiologist Sherry Helevan.'“IKe study Shows a high statistical association l a  tween exposure and excess, aoniuatlgasat IJteases. It desan't prove It's tha cause, but fWfcungly Im p lica ted ,-.-.she says.

"Right now there la no clear explanation 
,U respiralory-trael cancer Vulco w u found, tmt lAviiUcftthtt l i  mbme.' ihe add*. •Strangely, tha reaplratery cancer w u fond primarily tn the minare, who has« hweegpoune to lha talc than do the mitten, doauala believe there may be somethin)- * 5  In the nine envireunant that conili- bated In the causer dentin other than tha mietesti.

Tha Harvard School of Public Health la coudueUar n morbidity study at tha current talc waters tn Varment to datartnlat tha degras of nwimallgnanl respiratory dies ass. The study Involves interviews with workers, review ol their pulmonary MneUona, X rays end other medicei reectda. preliminary should be available la about six months.
Out-Of-Date OnlineThe current u lc  dust exposure standard of 39 million parodies per cubic loot si ab was act in 1910. Howsvar, this standard w u merely a holdover b and  on i  study In Ihe 19*9e by the American Conference ot Gcv- cnunental Industrial Hygienists. Am a result, the atandwd la cut ol due.'

"We ere using more sophisticated air- sampling procedures to get an Idea ol cur­rent duet levala Ih mlnsa." ssye John De­mani, NiaBH Industrial hygienist. "Dust ax- posurc In mlau declined dramatically tn 1910 Whah plants tnatalled new ventilation systems and Implemented wet drilling pro­cedures. But tha levai ot sslaty remains to

bs dsUrmlasd," bn says.The MOOR afcMsapUnc data will bo Usd with the data collected by Harvard eventu­ally to update tut air-quality standards for- talc mining,Spokesmen ter Johnson A Johnson and Engelhard Minerals sty tha levels of dual exposure In their mines arc “well below" the government standard. -We are coni' farted by cur Interpretation of the epide­miological Inlarmattan,'1 says the Sngelherd spokesmen, “We've been able to keep tha dust (avals to one-tenth of the accepted fed­eral standard," adds a Johnson h Johnson hnkeeman. Vermont Talc Co. n i n ' t  Imme­diately available-tor comment,HoneUlelels, fede ra l eiflcUls atftl hollers there Is cuter for concern. -We knew that Ngh levels ol exposure cause disease." says Jfr. Dement, "bat we currently don't know what the toxic laval ol exposure la. We’re concerned that teles with toxic male rials should ba labeled u  euoh, especially when -they are used la other Industrial materials."A spokesman (or me United Cement, lime u d  Oypaum Workers Union, which represents many of Ulc mine workers, ssye. It'» (tbs study) another 'Indication tha wten people are breathing ah exeaaa of mineral dual, lung problems develop."
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