
August 19» 193§

Dr* John Downing
920 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston» Mass*

Dear Dr. Downing!

W© have been informed that you have  
a ease of suspected lead poisoning in your patient  
Mr* O M B B B »  of Framingham» Massachusetts, and are  
interested in obtaining samples of Ethyl Fluid*
Dr* Kehos who is director of this laboratory and  
medical consultant for the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation ,  
la very much interested in getting all the informatio n  
available on oases of this type* As you know» there  
have not yet been found any eases of lead poisoning  
as a consequence of the absorption of lead from Eth yl  
Gasoline even in d r o w s e  tanees where workmen have h ad  
dally skin and vapor contact with leaded gasoline*
Cases of dermatitis have appeared from time to time  
due to sensitisation to gasoline and gasoline produ cts*  
These we have felt have been due in large part to th e 
cracking of gasoline whloh gives rise to a number of  
unsaturated hydrocarbons» many of  which are extremel y  
reactive as compared to straight run or natural gasoli ne.  
Fateh teats» in our experience» have always been nega tive  
when components of Ethyl Fluid are used in dilution s  
equivalent to the concentrations at which they norm ally  
occur in gasoline» even when these tests are carried  out  
on patients markedly sensitive to gasoline*

W@ would appreciate your giving us any  
information that you may have on this case*

Very truly yours.

WFMjia Dillard F.,,,Mac"hle, m.15.

Copy to Dr, Edgar
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