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COPY. by
COVERNENT OF YEYPIRW AUSTRALIA.
FHD, 618/48, Department of Publio Eealth,
Your Ryf. 818/9 57 MxTay Street, .

20 October, 1952,

IEE UNDER JOR_MNDMES,
. - Fith ref te yuor dvm -4f the - TR
September, 1951, . A
’ In the *Tabul of Dt C * from Fittencom -
torwarded wndar your memo of 21st Sep s At is 4 that e

couars refer 40 Pop. 0.0, Thw uppe?r permiseible lismit of asbestos dust
for & working amospiure 1is 178 pop. c.c. It w11l Do 2oted t2at maay of
the counts are far in excess of this,

The wethed of count is wimows ad slthough there is
20 knowa really satisfectory method it is highly probable that the ome
mem&mmtmmtawm«tw:mw
to entar & X1 the ¥ type.

Tnlike aorwal silicceis whare small particles are
the danger the maia dasard in ssdestosis ia from the louger filtxes aad
thess #tll probably be ix exoess of anything indicated ia the oounts,

Asbestosis produoes more rapif fitcreeds ef the lung
then 41licoeis and 1is mcTe 1iabla to supsrimposed iafection, It ia
1harefore tppareat on the dats submitied thed sonditicns are far from sate
fefactory and ia the iaterest of tha heelth of the mhn. this n-pn-nt
mat investigate 1he mstter furtinr end press fur Lmmediste imgrevemsas of
supervisica ummu-n'm.—.

(Sgd) Iialey Beasell,
- .
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PED.618/48
Your Ref3848/51
wSD/08

26th October, 1951,

S AR .

With reference to your memorandum of the 27th
Saptember, 1951,

In the 'Tebulation of Dust Counts' from Wittenoom
forwarded under your memo. of 2ist September, it is
assumed that the counts refer to p.pPes 0.¢. The upper
permissable limit of asbestos dust for s working
atmosphere 18 176 p.p.c.Ce It will be noted that many of
the counts are far in excess of %his,

The method of count is unknown and although there
is no_known- really satisfactory -methodsit is highly.
probable that: the-one used exoluded-mmny-long fibres-.
from the count dacause cf their reluctance tc enter
a machine of the Watson Xonimetsr type.

Unlike normal silicoeis where small particles
are the danger ths main hasard in ssbestosis is fram
the longer fibres and these will prodadbly be in excess
of anything indicated in the counts.

Asbestoais produces more rapid fibrosis of the
lung than silicosis and is more liable to superimpesed
infection. It 13 therefore apparent on the data
submitted that conditions are far from satiasfactory
and in the interest of the health of the workers, this
Department rust investigate the matter further snd preas
for immediate L=provement of supervision and working
conditions at Wittencom,




